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Overview
Amplify’'s New York City Benchmark Assessments are designed to help teachers measure

student progress toward the three dimensions and performance expectations of the New

York State P-12 Science Learning Standards. The assessments provide important insight

into how students are progressing toward proficiency of different standards ahead of the

annual administration of state science tests.

Amplify’'s New York City Benchmarks are similar in structure to Amplify’'s NGSS Benchmarks

but have been updated to closely mirror New York state elementary and intermediate

science tests.

Among notable changes:

Added more question “clusters” that ladder to an overarching storyline

Introduced new technology-enhanced item types that appear with frequency on NY
state tests

Provided a digital platform, in addition to print formats, in which to administer the
assessments

Upcoming improvements in 2025-26
In the 2025-26 school year, we have a few major improvements underway.

1.

3.

Pedagogical enhancements. Based on NYC student performance on the
Benchmarks in the first year of administration, we are implementing pedagogical
enhancements to the questions to improve:

a. Scientific accuracy and clarity

b. Level of difficulty (e.g., if questions were deemed to be too difficult)

c. Ability to successfully discern student ability
Spanish translations. We will also provide Spanish translations of the
student-facing assessments. This will be released at the same time as the updated
English assessments.
Technical improvements. The platform will support teachers’ ability to add manual
scores to constructed response items and download scores in CSV file format.



Suggested timeline for administering the assessments

The Amplify New York City Science Benchmark Assessments are intended to show progress
at various points in time across a school year, and are therefore not cumulative in nature.
They are given 3-4 times per year, depending on grade level, and are built to be delivered
after specific units targeting their focal performance expectations. Refer to the table below
for guidance.

We suggest planning for 90 minutes of instructional time to administer the first benchmark

of the school year, and then adjusting the time as needed for subsequent assessments.

You can find more details on pacing guidance and suggestions for administering the

benchmarks for your grade level in the pacing and implementation guides from NYCPS

here.

Elementary-Level Assessments

Balancing Forces

Energy Conversions

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Benchmark 3A Benchmark 4A Benchmark 5A
Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit:

Patterns of Earth and Sky

Benchmark 3B Benchmark 4B Benchmark 5B
Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit:
Inheritance and Traits Vision and Light Modeling Matter
Benchmark 3C Benchmark 4C Benchmark 5C
Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit: Recommended after unit:
Environments and Survival Earth’s Features The Earth System

Benchmark 3D
Recommended after unit:
Weather and Climate

Benchmark 4D

Recommended after unit:

Waves, Energy, and
Information

Benchmark 5D
Recommended after unit:
Ecosystem Restoration



https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/amplifysciencepacingguidesnyc/pacing-guides
https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/amplifysciencepacingguidesnyc/pacing-guides

Intermediate-Level Assessments

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Benchmark 6A
Recommended after units:
Harnessing Human Energy;
Thermal Energy; and
Populations and Resources

Benchmark 7A
Recommended after units:
Microbiome; Metabolism; and
Phase Change

Benchmark 8A
Recommended after units:
Geology on Mars,; Earth, Moon,
and Sun; and Force and
Motion

Recommended after units:
Ocean, Atmosphere, and
Climate; and Earth’s Changing
Climate

Recommended after units:
Plate Motion Engineering
Internship,; Rock
Transformations; and Earth’s
Changing Climate Engineering
Internship

Benchmark 6B Benchmark 7B Benchmark 8B
Recommended after units: Recommended after units: Recommended after units:
Matter and Energy in Chemical Reactions; and Plate | Force and Motion Engineering
Ecosystems,; and Weather Motion Internship; Magnetic Fields;
Patterns and Light Waves

Benchmark 6C Benchmark 7C Benchmark 8C

Recommended after units:
Traits and Reproduction;
National Selection; and
Evolutionary History




Accessing the assessments
Teacher access
1. Teachers will get to the benchmarks via TeachHub and Clever or the teacher home
screen (learning.amplify.com)
2. Select “NYC Assessment Resources” housed under your program menu.
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3. This will open up a new tab that includes access to two folders: Benchmark
Assessments and Investigations. Click on the first.

NYC Assessment Resources Q

NYC Assessment
Resources

‘ Amplify New York City Science Benchmark Assessments
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4. You will see access to assessments for grades 3 through 8. Choose the folder that
contains the appropriate grade.
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Student access: Using individual logins (preferred method)
Teachers can provide access to students through the following steps.

1. Navigate to NYC Benchmark Assessments.

2. Click on the appropriate grade and assessment.
3. Click on “Assign.”

4. Click on “Assign to Your Classes.”

I Grade 3 | FormA
Grade 3| Form B
Grade 3 | Form C

Grade 3 | Form D

NYC Assessment Resour...

/ - | Grade3Benchmarks / Grade3|FormA

Grade 3| Form A

% :
@ Item Types: multiple choice (MC), constructed response (CR), graphing (G), drag and drop (DD), multi-select (MS), grid
select (GS)

Test Administration Time: 90 minutes

Test Specifications: New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards

Standards
Assessing 3-PS2-3.  3-PS2-2.| 3-PS21. 3-PS2-4

Your Assignments

Assign this activity to one of your classes or create a single session code

Screens
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@ Preview
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5. Schedule when students will see the assessment, add a due date, and click “Assign

lesson.”

6. The student will see the assessment on their home screen.
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Student access: Single session code

NOTE: All students in grades K-8 can now log in through Clever. There is still an option to use
single session codes if students are unable to navigate to student home on their own; however,
students will still need to log in.

Teachers can provide access to these students through the following steps.
1. Navigate to NYC Benchmark Assessments.
2. Click on the appropriate grade and assessment.
3. Click on “Assign.”
4. Click on “Create single session code.”

NYC Assessment Resour... / .. /| Grade3Benchmarks |/ Grade3 |FormA

Grade 3| Form A
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Grade 3 | F B
rade 3 | Form Test Administration Time: 90 minutes

Grade 3| Form C Test Specifications: New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards

Grade 3 | FormD Standards

Assessing | 3-PS2-3.| 3-PS2-2.  3-PS2-.| | 3-PS2-4

Your Assignments

Assign to Your Classes

Assign this activity to one of your classes or create a single session code - -
Create single session code

Screens ® Preview

5. Customize the settings for single session invite codes.
a. Keep the code active for 48 hours, 2 weeks, or 1 year.
b. Leave unchecked the setting to “Allow users to join without signing in”
c. Click “Create Invite Code.”



Single Session Invite Codes

Tips:
« To save student work, assign activities to your classes or require student
sign-in.
« For security, deactivate the code once all students have joined the session.

Learn more about invite codes and security.

Session Security Settings pistes ©
Allow users to join without signing in. (No teacher approval needed.)
This code will be active for ...

@ 48 hours 2 weeks lyear

6. A new session code will be created. Click on the button with three dots, followed by
the button labeled “Student Link.”
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Your Assignments

CLASS STUDENTS @ SCHEDULED FOR DUE ON
& Student sign-in required. Aug 13, 2025 v .
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11 Pause Session

Screens [ Student Link
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7. Copy the link to students.

Hey, students!

You can also share this invitation link with your students:

https://learning.amplify.com/join/#/4FZ [[] COPY

Have all students joined this class?
This prevents additional students from joining. You can always Deactivate this invite code
reactivate the code.

Do additional students need to join the class?
Change Date
New students can use the code to join until Dec 11, 2024




8. Students will be prompted to log in and should do so via Clever.

‘Welcome!

Sign in to your account

\ Don't have an account? Signup

Grade 4| Form A °

Accessing print versions of the assessments
Each digital assessment is accompanied by a printable version. This is at the bottom of the
landing page for each assessment. It opens as a PDF and can be printed out.
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Scoring assessments
The Benchmarks are all structured similarly to ensure a consistent measurement of
student progress toward the New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards.

Scoring via print

Each assessment is accompanied by a teacher-facing scoring guide. The scoring guide
includes an answer key, the point value per item, the standards alignment of every
question (including the PE, DCI, SEP, and CCC), the item type, and the depth of knowledge
(DOK) students would need to answer each question correctly.

Rationales are provided for all answer choices, and sample responses are provided for all
constructed response items.
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Scoring via digital
Assessment results are available to teachers via the teacher dashboard. To access the
dashboard, click on “Teach” next to the class where the assessment has been administered.
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the assessment questions.
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Automatically scored items

For items that can be automatically scored, the dashboard will indicate correctness using a
check (correct) or an “X” (incorrect). This is the case for the following item types: multiple
choice, multi-select, grid item, drag-and-drop, and graph items.
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Manually evaluated items

Teachers must evaluate constructed responses manually. Teachers will see a dot in the
dashboard when students have entered a response into an item that needs to be teacher
scored. Teachers should click on the dot.

This opens a screen showing the student’s response. Currently, there is no way to apply a
score to these items within the teacher dashboard, but the teacher can provide feedback to
the student by clicking “Feedback” at the top of the screen.

Feedback is only available to students who log in to the platform. Students who access the
assessments via a single session code will not see teacher feedback once they leave the session.
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Sample responses

For every item, there is a sample responses tab that discusses the correct answer.
Rationales are provided for all answer choices, and sample responses are provided for all
constructed response items.
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Individual items will be scored as correct or incorrect. These items do not include a point
value. For example, John has 5 questions correct on this test but not 5 points. Teachers
should use the scoring guide to calculate an overall score.

These are the reports that are currently available for all users in NYC.
Note: Amplify is making updates to these features, including giving teachers the means to add a

score to manually evaluated items. This update is anticipated for the winter of 2025 and will not
be applied to benchmarks given before the update is released.



Reviewing administered assessments

Once students have taken assessments, teachers can review data at a later date
throughout the school year. At the end of the school year, this data may not be available.
All scores should be reviewed during the current school year.

Administered assessments
In addition to the navigation above, teachers with classes that have been assigned the
Benchmarks will see the assessments in their stream on their Amplify teacher home.

Click on “View Work” to be taken directly to the teacher dashboard, where you can review
student work.

Home

\<> Recently Visited © €« va >

°

4 \
- L
PN «CO I
% M Grade 8 | Form A O Grade 7 | Form A Grade 7 | Form B Grade 3| Form A
°
Seconds

= seconds (g vs seconds (g —=— SeCONds  “Sience T
Science Elementary geee Science Elementary oo Science Elementary 2 Science Elementary

Welcome, Educator

Recommendations ©
Your Programs Ve
mCLASS
A ify Sci . @
@ IR Welcome back! Explore the enhancements to < -
e 3 mCLASS DIBELS 8 and mCLASS Lectura for ?
Resources this school year.
horse
@® Preview Student Home " ¥
>
Stream 0

Science Grade 3 | Form A -
@ You generated a code for Grade 3 | Form A Go to Lessonl
Code [ MVF7Wé 3

On the landing page for a given assessment, teachers will see all previous classes to which
a benchmark has been assigned.

Click on “Teach” to access the teacher dashboard for each class to review student
assessment results.
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Note: There is currently no option to download or share the dashboard. You can use this guide
to save a dashboard. Amplify is currently working on an update to allow teachers to download
and save a dashboard. This is anticipated to be released in winter 2025. Download will not be
available on assessments administered before the release.


https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Investigations-Downloads-1.pdf

Customization

All Benchmark Assessments can be edited by the teacher in the platform. We recommend
taking caution when making edits, as significant changes may undermine the Benchmarks'
similarity to New York State science tests.
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Language support

At this time, the Benchmarks are only available in English. We plan to make
Spanish-language Benchmark Assessments available at a later time. Please review the
benchmark release timeline section of this document for more details.

In the interim, we suggest downloading the print version of the assessment and translating
externally into the appropriate language(s) needed.

Standards
The landing page of every assessment lists the Performance Expectations (PEs) covered.
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Teachers may view alignment of individual items to the PEs and three dimensions within
the printable scoring guide.
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Benchmark Release Timeline
In the 2025-26 school year, we have a few major improvements underway.

1. Pedagogical enhancements. Based on NYC student performance on the
Benchmarks in the first year of administration, we are implementing pedagogical
enhancements to the questions to improve:

a. Scientific accuracy and clarity
b. Level of difficulty (e.g., if questions were deemed to be too difficult)
c. Ability to successfully discern student ability

2. Spanish translations. We will also provide Spanish translations of the
student-facing assessments. This will be released at the same time as the updated
English assessments.

3. Technical improvements. The platform will support teachers’ ability to add manual
scores to constructed response items and download scores in CSV file format.

Release dates:
e Spanish Benchmarks:

o Mid-year “Form B” Benchmarks: Dec 19, 2025
End-of-year “Form C”" Benchmarks: March 30, 2026
End-of-year “Form D" Benchmarks: April 30, 2026
o Beginning-of-year “Form A" Benchmarks: June 30, 2026

o

O

e Pedagogical enhancements: Same timing as Spanish Benchmarks; English and
Spanish forms will be released at the same time
e Technical improvements: Dec 31, 2025
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