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What is a risk flag indicator?

Arisk flag indicator appears next to a

student’s name if they meet the criteria
within the mCLASS system for being considered
at-risk for reading difficulties, including
dyslexia. This indicator is designed to provide
educators with information at-a-glance about
the number of students who need additional
instructional support to meet grade-level
proficiency benchmarks.

What does it mean for a student
to have this risk flag?

This indicator appears for students who, in
English, perform in the Well Below Benchmark
range on the mCLASS DIBELS 8 composite score
(a calculation of their weighted subtest scores)
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and measures of phonological processing (RAN) and
encoding (or spelling) or who, in Spanish, perform in the
Well Below Benchmark range on the mCLASS Lectura
composite score and on subtests of letter naming
fluency, letter sound fluency, and word reading. These
students may need additional instructional support to
become successful readers.

How do we know that a student has
arisk flag?

In teacher reporting, students who are identified as “at
risk” based on the criteria have the Risk Indicator
displayed to the right of their name in the Benchmark
Class Summary report within mCLASS.
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Does this risk flag mean that a
student is dyslexic?

No, the risk flag means that the student is at risk for
reading difficulties—including dyslexia—and needs
intensive intervention support to be on track to becoming
a successful reader. The risk flag helps educators

and caregivers to understand that a child needs extra
instruction and support to be successful. It does not
mean that the student is dyslexic or will eventually be
diagnosed with dyslexia.

When students receive the extra instructional support
needed to learn the skills they need, they may no
longer be identified as at-risk; this change in risk
status should be confirmed with data from the next
benchmark assessment.

Amplify.

Dyslexia diagnosis requires a comprehensive evaluation
conducted by a team of professionals with input

from caregivers. It includes additional more in-depth
assessments, observations, and other methods of
information gathering to obtain a deep understanding
of the difficulties a student is having, why the student

is having them, and what instructional supports the
student needs.

The purpose of a universal dyslexia screener, such

as mCLASS, is to provide an early indication of which
students are at risk for reading difficulties so that
additional support can be provided. Students who
continue to exhibit risk after receiving intervention may
need further evaluation.
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Is this included in communication

to parents?

The risk indicator is not included in communication

to parents, as we do not want to alarm families
unnecessarily. Instead, parents are provided with
information about the type of instructional support
their child needs (based on the composite score), their

What does it mean if they are at risk in

only one language or both languages?

scores on each subtest and a description of the skill
each subtest measures, and several suggested activities
they can do at home to support their child’s literacy
development. The intent of the Home Connect letters

is to provide parents with an asset-based description

of the early literacy skills students do have and
recommendations for supporting the development of

those skills.

Table 3: Likelihood of Risk for Dyslexia in Spanish and/or English

Based on Student Performance and Student Language Profile

For emergent bilingual students who are being assessed
in English and Spanish, it is important to interpret the
Risk Indicator in the context of the student’s language
profile and exposure to literacy instruction in both
languages.

Student
Language Dyslexia Risk Dyslexia Risk Dyslexia Risk Dyslexia Risk
Profile English Spanish English Spanish English Spanish English Spanish
No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No
e ) . Difficulty in English
. D'ﬁ'CUIty in Spanish literacy only. Student
Primary ) ) literacy only. May be e :
Likely not at risk for . . . . may have difficulty with
Language . due to learning a new Likely at risk for dyslexia. o A !
> dyslexia. . specific skills in English.
English language. Likely not at . .
. : Likely not at risk for
risk for dyslexia. .
dyslexia.
Difficulty in Spanish Difficulty in English
Primary ) ) literacy only. May have literacy only. May be
Language élkselgxinaOt atriskfor difficulty with specific Likely at risk for dyslexia. due to learning a new
Spanish Y ' Spanish skills. Likely not language. Likely not at
at risk for dyslexia. risk for dyslexia.
Difficulty in Spanish Difficulty in English
literacy only. May need literacy only. May need
Balanced Likely not at risk for to work on transferring Likelv at risk for dvslexia to work on transferring
Bilingual dyslexia. English literacy skills to y Y ’ Spanish literacy skills to

Spanish. Likely not at
risk for dyslexia.

English. Likely not at risk
for dyslexia.

Because research indicates that students at risk for dyslexia are likely to exhibit difficulties
with key skills in both languages, interpreting Table 3 is straightforward: if a student exhibits
risk for dyslexia in English and Spanish, they are likely at risk for dyslexia, but if they do not
demonstrate risk in either language they are likely not at risk for dyslexia. In the table, we
present recommendations for instructional next steps for students who are flagged as at risk
for dyslexia in English but not in Spanish or vice versa.
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What are the next steps for supporting students
with this risk flag?

Consult the recommendations in the Instruction Tab across languages.

Multilingual learners

For multilingual learners that have assessment results in English and Spanish and exhibit
risk in either language, it is important to consider whether there is an opportunity to leverage
strengths in one language to support growth in the other for a particular skill. Consult Cross-
Linguistic Transfer guidance from the Dual Language Report for strategies.

For more information, visit
Amplify. amplify.com/programs/mclass.


http://amplify.com/programs/mclass

