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Dear educator,

Welcome to your Science of Reading Essentials Listening Guide! 
Here, we’ve compiled a careful selection of podcast excerpts 
highlighting evidence-based practices in reading and writing 
instruction and featuring top literacy experts. This flexible guide  
is ideal for self-paced learning, PLCs, grade-level meetings, or  
whole-staff professional development.

And because we value your time, we’ve provided essential takeaways 
to make your learning more manageable in addition to full podcast 
episodes that foster deeper learning—all with space to reflect on the 
key elements of effective reading and writing instruction.

So whether you’re new to the Science of Reading or refining your 
approach, we hope this guide serves as a practical tool and a 
launchpad for growth as you support your students in their journeys 
toward becoming confident, capable readers and writers.

Sincerely,

Susan Lambert 
Chief Academic Officer, Literacy 
Host, Science of Reading: The Podcast

Susan Lambert
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Before you start listening, jot down your definition 
of comprehension.

As you listen, note some of the factors that contribute to 
developing comprehension.
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Essential takeaways

Classroom connections

•	 When framing comprehension with students, remember that it’s not a skill. 
(Just changing your mindset may subtly change your instruction.)

•	 Pose deep, thought-provoking questions before, during, and after reading 
to enhance comprehension, ensuring that both the timing and quality of 
questions effectively align to the texts used.

•	 Ensure that students possess the necessary background knowledge 
to engage effectively with selected texts (including stretch texts), thus 
maximizing their comprehension and engagement.

Science of Reading  
Essentials: Comprehension

Comprehension is 
not a skill. It is more 
complex than either 
understanding or 
not understanding.

1 Both text selection and 
questions asked about 
texts are crucial for 
helping students deepen 
their comprehension.

2 Building students’ 
background knowledge 
is essential for 
enhancing the quality of 
their comprehension.

3

	ǻ Listen to complete episode

https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-9/special-episode-science-of-reading-essentials-comprehension/
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Science of Reading  
Essentials: Comprehension
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“Comprehension is an outcome, and it’s 

based on being able to read words accurately, 

know what they mean, have adequate 

background knowledge, and also be able to 

make inferences.” 

—Sharon Vaughn, Ph.D.

NOTABLE MOMENTS 🔊

“Building” (not “teaching”) 
background knowledge

Importance of efficient 
word reading

Collaborative 
strategic reading

SEASON 8 EPISODE 10: 

with Sharon Vaughn, Ph.D.

Comprehension is  
an outcome

How does efficient word reading support comprehension?

How might you build background knowledge even before students are 
efficient readers?

	ǻ Listen to complete episode

https://dam.amplify.com/m/73d65c61a0182f23/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_Building-knowledge-1.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/73d65c61a0182f23/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_Building-knowledge-1.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/12f0fa8d4e6eb93e/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_Efficient-reading.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/12f0fa8d4e6eb93e/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_Efficient-reading.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/3260da91786e818e/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_CSR.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/3260da91786e818e/original/Sharon-Vaughn_Notable-Moment_CSR.mp3
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-8/episode-10-comprehension-is-an-outcome-with-sharon-vaughn/
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“[Comprehension] is not a single thing. 

I mean, that’s the problem. We want 

it to be a single thing, but it depends 

upon what you’re reading and why 

you’re reading it.”

—Hugh Catts, Ph.D.

After listening to the definitions from Catts and Vaughn, how would you adjust 
your initial definition of comprehension?

How does background knowledge support students building mental models?

NOTABLE MOMENTS 🔊 

Importance of 
background knowledge

Catts on comprehension  
strategies

Why reading instruction  
starts at birth

SEASON 9 EPISODE 4: 

with Hugh Catts, Ph.D.

Comprehension is  
not a skill

	ǻ Listen to complete episode

https://dam.amplify.com/m/5343459a240441ef/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Background-knowledge.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5343459a240441ef/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Background-knowledge.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/2429a31195a16f32/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Strategies.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/2429a31195a16f32/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Strategies.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5f1cd47be3a23111/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Comprehension-origins.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5f1cd47be3a23111/original/Hugh-Catts_Notable-Moment_Comprehension-origins.mp3
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-9/episode-4-comprehension-is-not-a-skill-with-hugh-catts-ph-d/
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Why does a coherent curriculum matter in systematically developing 
background knowledge?

“By background knowledge, we consider the 

knowledge about the world that we live in. 

In particular, when we’re specifically talking 

about background knowledge for reading, it’s 

the knowledge that’s assumed by an author 

when they construct a text. It’s part of their 

communication.” 

—Reid Smith, Ph.D.

NOTABLE MOMENTS 🔊

Differential effects of 
background knowledge 

Smith on 
comprehension strategies

Importance of coherence

SEASON 8 EPISODE 1: 

Knowledge and comprehension: 
Never one without the other

with Reid Smith, Ph.D. and Pamela Snow

	ǻ Listen to complete episode

https://dam.amplify.com/m/5052b63acad31d2c/original/Reid-Smith_Notable-Moment_Differential-effects.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5052b63acad31d2c/original/Reid-Smith_Notable-Moment_Differential-effects.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5723e6ee2abe6c46/original/Reid-Smith_Notable-Moment_Comprehension-strategies.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/5723e6ee2abe6c46/original/Reid-Smith_Notable-Moment_Comprehension-strategies.mp3
https://dam.amplify.com/m/310812115ab7b838/original/Reid-Smith_Notable-Moment_Coherency.mp3
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-8/episode-1-knowledge-and-comprehension-never-one-without-the-other/
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Read

•	Before and after: Shifting to a 
knowledge-building approach

Watch

•	The Knowledge Chapter: Why the Science 
of Reading Is More Than Just Phonics

Explore

•	Science of Writing: A Primer | Part Two

Listen

•	Science of Reading: The Podcast 
Season 1, Episode 7: The missing link in 
reading comprehension, with Anne Lucas

AMPLIFY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Science of Reading:  
The Learning Lab
Three online, self-paced courses of eight modules 
20–25 hours per course

Learn more about the  
Science of Reading with Amplify!

9116097816839
 

ISBN 9781683911609

90000 >

Science of Reading
A Primer | Part Two

© 2020 Amplify Education, Inc. 
All trademarks and copyrights are the property of Amplify or its licensors.

For more information, visit
amplify.com/science-of-reading

amplify.com/sorcourse

https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2024/01/LxP_Shift_To_Knowledge_Brochure_010524_WEB.pdf?_gl=1*pyrhu6*_gcl_au*MTk4NTMyOTI1NC4xNzI1NjM5MTM2*_ga*NjAzOTQ1NzAzLjE3MjU1NDI3NTc.*_ga_KB37BKPPF6*MTcyODkzMTc3MC4yOC4xLjE3Mjg5MzE3OTYuMzQuMC4w
https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2024/01/LxP_Shift_To_Knowledge_Brochure_010524_WEB.pdf?_gl=1*pyrhu6*_gcl_au*MTk4NTMyOTI1NC4xNzI1NjM5MTM2*_ga*NjAzOTQ1NzAzLjE3MjU1NDI3NTc.*_ga_KB37BKPPF6*MTcyODkzMTc3MC4yOC4xLjE3Mjg5MzE3OTYuMzQuMC4w
https://dam.amplify.com/m/7c928f3a9557fcbd/original/SoR_SoW_PrinciplesPlacemat_041625.pdf
https://youtu.be/IAXgQaXuvis?si=GThApBnVvtKQ8Yym
https://youtu.be/IAXgQaXuvis?si=GThApBnVvtKQ8Yym
https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2020/03/AmplifySOR_Booklet-Primer2_022020.pdf
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-7-the-missing-link-in-reading-comprehension-with-anne-lucas/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-7-the-missing-link-in-reading-comprehension-with-anne-lucas/
https://go.info.amplify.com/fy24_elemlitsolutions_soronlinecoursepd_national_multilicense_online-course_getintouch_optin
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Let’s write the next chapter in the 
Science of Reading together!

	💻 scienceofreading.amplify.com 

Subscribe to the podcast: 

	💻 amplify.com/science-of-
reading-the-podcast

scienceofreading.amplify.com
https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/
https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/

