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Kindergarten

Skills Unit 1

12-13 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This introductory unit lays the groundwork for
reading and writing. Students build awareness of
environmental noises, words within sentences,

and sounds within words. They also learn several
handwriting strokes used to create letters. In Lesson
6, a Student Performance Assessment is provided as
a pretest to determine a baseline for each student'’s
writing strokes skills.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate awareness of environmental noises,
words within sentences, and sounds within words

« Draw several handwriting strokes that are
prerequisites for writing letters

* Demonstrate spatial and body awareness
* Hold writing utensils using the tripod grip
+ Describe the meaning of position words

* Unit Assessment

« Student Performance Assessment

4 | Amplify.

Big ldeas

* Environmental noises and words in sentences
make different sounds.

* Speech is made up of words.
« Position words describe a relative location.

* Handwriting strokes are made by holding a
writing utensil and moving it across paper.

Writing

Prerequisite Writing Skills: Students practice
prewriting skills (tripod grip, lines, circles, etc.).



KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Skills Unit 2

12-13 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students learn how to blend syllables together
to form multisyllabic words. They also gain an
understanding of how to orally produce two- and
three-sound words by blending sounds together.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Orally blend syllables and two or three phonemes
together to form words

« |dentify the beginning sound of words
* Use position words: left, right, top, bottom
* Track left to right, top to bottom

* Draw several handwriting strokes that are
prerequisites for writing letters

+ Hold writing utensils using the tripod grip
* Unit Assessment

Big ldeas

» Words are made up of sound parts (i.e., syllables
and phonemes).

* Phonemes, or sounds, are blended to form words.
« Position words describe a relative location.

* Handwriting strokes are made by holding a
writing utensil and moving it across paper.

Writing

Students focus on tracking from left to right on
paper and identifying the beginning, middle, and
end of rows. Students continue to practice forming
the tripod grip as they draw cups, humps, zigzags,
wavy lines, spirals, +'s, x's, loops, canes, and hooks.
Students practice tracing their own names.
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KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Skills Unit 3

16-17 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to eight sounds and practice
blending these sounds to form words. They also learn
how to write the letters that make these sounds.
High-frequency Tricky Words are introduced in this
unit. These are words that do not follow the pattern of
letter-sound correspondences students have learned
so far.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Orally blend sounds to form words

* Recognize and write eight sounds and their
symbols: /m/, /a/, /t/,/d/, /o/, /k/ >'c’ /g/, /i/

» Blend and read printed vowel-consonant (VC)
and consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words

« Change sounds in simple words to create
new words

» Read Tricky Words: one, two, three
* Unit Assessment

6 | Amplify.

Big Ideas

* The Picture Reader introduces high-frequency
words that are used in Units 3-8.

* Sounds in words are represented by symbols or
sound pictures.

» Sound pictures can be blended to read words.
» Sound pictures are used to spell words.

Writing

In this unit, handwriting is integrated with the
introduction of basic code sounds and their letter
symbols. Students are learning that letter symbols
can be combined to form words, and that the letters
in a word are written from left to right. Students
practice writing CVC words connected with daily
phonics instruction.



KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Skills Unit 4

17-18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to eight new sounds.
Through oral language games, chaining exercises,
and shared reading, students practice blending these
sounds to form words. They also review previously
learned letter-sound correspondences.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Orally blend and segment sounds in words

* Recognize and write eight sounds and their
symbols: /n/,/h/, /s/, /t/, N/, 72/, /p/, /e/

* Blend and read printed VC and CVC words

« Change sounds in words to create new words
* Write dictated words

* Read Tricky Words: a, the

» Read phrases in a decodable text

* Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

* The decodable Big Book Pet Fun is used to model
print concepts and fluency for students.

+ Sounds and symbols can be blended to
read words.

» Symbols are used to spell words.

» Words make up phrases and sentences.
* Words are read from left to right.

* Words that are in a book tell a story.

Writing

Students continue to write letter symbols for the new
sounds introduced in the unit, write CVC words, and
begin to take dictation of sounds spoken aloud.
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KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Skills Unit 5

19 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Introduces students to eight new sounds, including
a spelling alternative for /k/. Through oral language
games, chaining exercises, and shared reading,
students practice blending these sounds into
words. Students also practice previously learned
letter-sound correspondences.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« Discriminate between vowel sounds in words
* Practice sound/letter correspondences

* Recognize and write new sounds: /b/, /1/, /t/,
/w1, 1y, /X, 7k spelled 'k

« Change sounds in words to create new words
* Read and write simple VC and CVC words

» Read Tricky Words: blue, yellow, look

* Read sentences in a decodable text (Big Book)
« Student Performance Assessment

8 | Amplify.

Big ldeas

The decodable Big Book Ox and Man is used to
reinforce print concepts, model fluency, and provide
practice reading complete sentences.

* Words are spelled with sound pictures (letters).

* There are uppercase and lowercase
sound pictures.

* Words make up phrases and sentences.

« Sentences begin with a capital letter (sound
picture) and end with a period.

Writing

Students continue to write letter symbols for the
new sounds introduced in the unit, write CVC words
and Tricky Words, and take dictation of sounds
spoken aloud. Students are introduced to sentence
writing conventions, such as writing the first word
in a sentence with a capital letter and ending the
sentence with punctuation.



16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to nursery rhymes and
fables, including Mother Goose poems and Aesop’s
fables. By listening to nursery rhymes and repeating
or reciting them, students learn new vocabulary
and build phonemic awareness. Well-known fables
introduce students to unfamiliar vocabulary terms
and prompt discussions of character, virtues,

and behavior.

Overall Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
Identify rhyming words

Identify literary elements such as character, main
events, and moral lessons

Compare and contrast characters from different
nursery rhymes and fables

Sequence events in a nursery rhyme or story

Retell a story by drawing and writing details
about its characters and events

Generate a complete sentence about an image
or text

Engage in discussions with the whole class, in
small groups, and with partners

Domain Assessment

Knowledge 1: Star Light, Star Bright:
Nursery Rhymes and Fables

Anchor Text: Star Light, Star Bright: Nursery Rhymes and Fables (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 760L

Big ldeas

* Nursery rhymes and fables have been loved by
children for generations.

+ Traditional rhymes help students learn
vocabulary and build phonemic awareness.

 Listening and learning to recite nursery rhymes
helps students develop language awareness,
fostering them to become better readers
and writers.

Writing
Text Type: Introducing Building Blocks: Routines of

Writing to express ideas at the sentence level (oral
or written)

Tasks: Retell main events in nursery rhymes and
stories; practice sequencing events; compare and
contrast characters; identify incomplete sentences
and combine short sentences to create longer, more
engaging sentences

Outcome: Generate complete sentences about
images and texts
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16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students explore how they learn about the world
using their five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste,
and touch. Lessons also address ways that sight

and hearing may function differently. Students hear
inspirational stories about individuals who overcame
significant challenges posed by these differences.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

» Use graphic organizers to categorize and sort
information about the senses

« Participate in the creation of timelines of the lives
of Helen Keller and Ray Charles, and describe
important events from each of their lives

* Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and
writing to compose opinion pieces

« |dentify their favorite sense and support their
opinion through drawings and labels

* Domain Assessment

10 | Amplify.

Knowledge 2: See, Hear, Smell,
Taste, Touch: The Five Senses

Anchor Text: See, Hear, Smell, Taste, Touch: The Five Senses (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 990L

Big Ideas

» Everything we know about the world comes
through our five senses.

+ To experience each of the senses, a unique body
part takes in information.

* Sometimes our senses function differently.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and
writing to compose opinion pieces; write about and
state an opinion or preference

Outcome: Identify a favorite sense and support
opinion through drawings and labels



16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to classic stories as well

as trickster tales and fiction from other cultures.
Students develop an awareness of language and
recurring themes in children’s literature. Familiar and
unfamiliar stories and folktales introduce students to
new vocabulary and prompt discussion of characters,
plot, and setting.

Students learn to identify the roles of an author

and illustrator, and how to orally generate complete
sentences. Students use a combination of writing and
drawing to tell about events in a story.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

* Sequence the beginning, middle, and end
of stories

« Compare and contrast characters from
different stories

* Orally create and expand sentences

» Describe characters, setting, and plot from
different stories

* Write and draw events and details to retell a story
« Define the role of an author and illustrator

» Use technology to narrate events in a story

» Describe the elements of fiction and folktales

* Domain Assessment

Knowledge 3: Underdogs
and Heroes: Stories

Anchor Text: Underdogs and Heroes: Stories (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 780L

Big Ideas

* Memorable characters in classic stories,
folktales, and trickster tales help students gain an
appreciation for fiction from other cultures.

* The elements of a story include characters, a
setting, a plot, a problem, and a solution.

» Stories and folktales are identified as fictional
when they are not based on true events or when
they contain elements of make-believe or magic.

 Fictional stories may teach readers a lesson.

Writing
Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: Identify story elements (characters, setting,
plot); sequence events (beginning, middle, end);
compare and contrast; use sentence frames;

state opinions

Outcome: Retelling stories
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16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

As they explore the world of living organisms
through the study of plants, students will discover
that there are over 350,000 diverse species spread
across nearly every part of the Earth. Through the
Read-Alouds, students will gain a foundational
comprehension of plant anatomy and growth
processes. They will learn about the essentials
plants need to survive and will be introduced to
concepts such as the plant life cycle, pollination, and
photosynthesis. This basic plant knowledge will pave
the way for a deeper understanding of ecology and
the interconnectedness of all living things, topics
which will be further explored in other Kindergarten
domains and in subsequent school years.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

« Compare and contrast characters, plants, and
plant parts using a graphic organizer

* Orally describe plants, plant parts, and life cycles
* Write and draw information from a text

* Domain Assessment

12 | Amplify.

Knowledge 4: See How
They Grow: Plants

Anchor Text: See How They Grow: Plants (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Informational/Literary | Lexile: 910L

Big Ideas

* Plants make up one kingdom in the scientific
system that classifies different living things.

* There are over 350,000 diverse species of plants
on Earth.

* Plants have life cycles, like other living things.

* Processes such as pollination and photosynthesis
help plants grow and survive.

* The life cycles and processes of plants show that
all living things on Earth are interconnected.

Writing
Text Type: Informative

Tasks: Focus on oral communication and informative
writing, with the teacher acting as scribe and
assisting in the use of graphic organizers; compare
and contrast different types of plants and seeds;
draw pictures to illustrate their understanding of
plant parts and the plant life cycle

Outcome: Generate complete sentences using words
and phrases from the Read-Alouds



KINDERGARTEN COMPONENTS

Skills components

Teacher Materials Student Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Skills 1-5) (] Picture Reader
(] Big Books (Skills 4 and 5) (] Activity Book (Skills 1-5)
(] Small letter card set (] Chaining Folders
(] Large letter card set (] Online components
] Sound Posters (Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)
(] Sound Cards
(] Skills Assessment Guide
(black line master)
(] Online components

(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Knowledge components

Teacher Materials Student Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Knowledge 1-4) (] Activity Book (Knowledge 1-4)
(] Image Cards (Knowledge 1-4) (] Online components

(] Online components
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Skills Unit 1

34-35 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students review the sounds and spellings taught in
the CKLA Kindergarten curriculum. Students are
also introduced to new “tricky spellings” (spellings
that can be sounded more than one way) and Tricky
Words (words that cannot be sounded out using
the letter-sound correspondences taught so far).

A Student Performance Assessment is provided

to determine each student’s readiness for Grade 1
foundational skills instruction.

Overall Learning Outcomes

+ Identify five short vowel sounds and 25
consonant/consonant digraph sounds

« Spell words with double-letter spellings

« |dentify “tricky spellings™: ‘th’>/th/, /th/,'s’
pronounced /s/ or /z/

« Decode and spell consonant digraphs: ‘ch’ ‘sh;
‘th) 'ng’

* |ldentify Tricky Words from the CKLA
Kindergarten curriculum

* Read stories in the decodable Reader

* Answer story questions

« Student Performance Assessment

14 | Amplify.

Big Ideas

* The decodable Student Reader Snap Shots is
used to practice decoding and reading fluency.

» The stories, or chapters, in the Reader are told
from Beth's point of view. Beth is a young girl who
travels to the United Kingdom to visit friends.

+ After reading each story, students answer
comprehension questions orally and/or
in writing.

Writing

Students review and write uppercase and
lowercase letters and write words with short vowels,
consonants, double-letter spellings, digraphs,

and Tricky Words. Starting in Lesson 19, students
write responses to questions about stories in the
Student Reader.



GRADE 1 FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

- » ¢ SKills Unit 2

= @
'y ,
. Y 21-22 Instructional days
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Unit Summary

This unit introduces five vowel sounds and the most
common (or least ambiguous) spelling for each
sound. Students learn to read and write words with
separated digraphs (such as “a” and “e" in cake).

The unit also includes grammar lessons on nouns
(including proper nouns) as well as practice with new
Tricky Words.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« Read and write long vowel sounds, including
separated vowel digraphs (CVCe words)

* |dentify and use common and proper nouns

« |dentify and spell Tricky Words: he, she, we, be,
me, we, they, their, my, by, you, your

« Spell dictated words
* Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

« Students read the decodable Reader Gran to
practice fluency.

* The stories follow the character Gran,
a well-traveled grandmother who visits her
grandchildren, Josh and Jen.

+ Students answer comprehension questions orally
and/or in writing after reading each story.

Writing

Students continue to practice spelling and writing
simple words, words with long vowel sounds,

and Tricky Words. Students regularly respond to
stories with written responses to questions, and
are encouraged to write their answers in complete
sentences. There are additional writing activities in
Pausing Points.

Beginning-of-year Pilot Pack: Units at a glance | 15



s« Skills Unit 3

N

e —_)ﬁ‘ 21-22 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to five vowel sounds and
the most common spelling for each sound, five new
Tricky Words, and the Tricky Spelling “00.” Grammar
exercises focus on identifying verbs and verb tenses
(regular present, past, and future). Students begin
formal instruction in the writing process with a focus
on narrative writing.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Read and write words with vowel sounds: /00/,
/00/, /ou/, /oi/, /aw/

« Distinguish between similar vowel sounds: /ue/,
/00o/, /00/ and /u/

 |dentify and spell Tricky Words: should, could,
would, down, because

« Spell grade-level words correctly (weekly spelling
tests begin)

« |dentify and use verbs and verb tenses
» Use the writing process to compose a narrative
¢ Unit Assessment

16 | Amplify.

Big Ideas

* The decodable Reader Fables is used to practice
decoding and fluency.

* The Reader has versions of famous fables, most
of which are attributable to the ancient Greek
storyteller Aesop.

+ Fables are a special type of story that teaches
important lessons or morals.

« Fables often feature talking animals as
main characters.

+ After reading each story, students answer
comprehension questions orally and/or
in writing.

Writing
Formal Writing: Narrative

Students are introduced to the writing process when
they plan, draft, and edit a narrative. They draw on
the knowledge they gained about literary texts from
previous Knowledge Domains, such as Fables and
Stories, and use the same story map to plan their
writing. Students use the four-step writing process
to plan, draft, edit, and publish a book report. This
begins in Lesson 2.

Informal Writing: Notes, graphic organizers, words,
phrases, sentences, responses to text, Pausing Points



16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to timeless fables and classic
folktales that expand vocabulary, enhance reading
comprehension skills, and impart ethical lessons.
Students listen to well-known fables like “The Boy Who
Cried Wolf,” “The Goose and the Golden Eggs," and
“The Fox and the Grapes.” They learn the elements

of this genre and understand key story structures.
Students also explore folktales, such as “The Little
Half-Chick: Medio Pollito” and “The Crowded, Noisy
House,” which help them differentiate between various
types of fiction. This foundational knowledge fosters
an understanding of cultural references and a deep
appreciation of fiction.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

» Deepen comprehension of stories by using the
Somebody Wanted But So Then strategy

« |ldentify a purpose for listening

» Understand the meaning of certain sayings
and phrases

» Begin to explore the genre of narrative writing
* Domain Assessment

the Story: Fables and Tales

Anchor Text: The Moral of the Story: Fables and Tales (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 770L

Big Ideas

* Fables and folktales have delighted people
around the world for generations and are
essential for achieving cultural literacy.

» Valuable lessons about ethics and behavior can
be learned by exploring different types of fiction.

» Exposure to different types of fiction helps build
a strong foundation for the comprehension and
enjoyment of literature.

Writing

Text Type: Introducing Building Blocks: Routines of
Writing to express ideas at the sentence level

Tasks: Explore the genre of narrative writing; identify
important elements of stories before, during, and
after informational Read-Alouds; practice planning
for narrative writing by note-taking as a group

with a Story Map, Anthropomorphism Chart, and
Somebody Wanted But So Then organizer

Outcome: Students will work independently to

draw and write or dictate one-sentence retellings of
Read-Alouds in Lessons 3 and 6. As a class, students
will review the writing process and draft a narrative
retelling of The Tale of Peter Rabbit (Lesson 9).
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16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

In this unit, students are introduced to five systems
of the human body (skeletal, muscular, digestive,
circulatory, and nervous), and the functions of major
organs within those systems. While discussing
germs and diseases, students learn about doctor
Edward Jenner and scientist Louis Pausteur,

whose discoveries aided in the cure of diseases.
Students will identify five keys to good health and
understand the importance of the food groups in a
well-balanced diet. Students engage in the writing
process by planning, drafting, and revising a group
narrative about solving a problem. This unit ends
with a Domain Assessment which assesses student
mastery of standards addressed in this unit.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Describe the human body as a network
of systems

« |dentify and distinguish between the five
body systems

« Explain the effects of germs and importance
of vaccines

« Explore ways to stay healthy
« ldentify the food groups in a balanced diet
» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

 |dentify the elements of a narrative, and use a
graphic organizer to plan and draft their writing

« Plan, draft, and revise a group narrative piece
about solving a problem

* Domain Assessment

18 | Amplify.

Knowledge 2: From Nose to Toes:
How Your Body Works

Anchor Text: From Nose to Toes: How Your Body Works (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 790L

Big Ideas

* The body is a network of systems composed of
organs that work together to perform vital jobs.

» There are many parts and functions related to
the skeletal, muscular, digestive, circulatory, and
nervous systems.

+ Germs can cause disease, but there are many
ways to stop the spread of diseases.

* The five keys of good health are: Eat well;
exercise; sleep; keep clean; and have
regular checkups.

Writing
Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: The class will discuss parts of a narrative, use
a story map graphic organizer to help plan and draft
narratives, and give peer feedback on adding details
to narratives.

Outcome: Students will plan, draft, and revise a
group narrative piece about solving a problem.



16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

In this domain, students are introduced to three
traditional themes found in fairy tales and folktales
around the globe. While these themes may be
familiar, the uniqueness of the fairy tales and folktales
reflects cultural differences and details. In addition
to learning about different cultures, students also
explore the ways in which folktales from different
lands treat similar themes or characters, including
variations on the Cinderella story, the adventures
of supernaturally small characters, and the exploits
of cunning tricksters. With these classic stories as
inspiration, students will plan, draft, and revise a
narrative retelling of a fairy tale. This unit ends with
a Domain Assessment which assesses standards
addressed in this unit.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

« Set a purpose for listening and make
text-to-text connections

» Retell stories using domain-related vocabulary
and a correct sequence of events

« Compare and contrast fairy tales and folktales
« Write a narrative retelling of a fairy tale
* Domain Assessment

Knowledge 3: Common Threads:
Different Lands, Similar Stories

Anchor Text: Common Threads: Different Lands, Similar Stories (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 760L

Big Ideas

+ Although familiar fairy tales and folktales are
known throughout the world, many cultures have
their own unique versions.

» Despite differences in the details, global fairy
tales and folktales often share common themes.

+ Fairy tales and folktales teach valuable
universal lessons.

Writing

Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: Retelling narrative stories; identify story
elements, including characters, setting, plot, and
conflict; sequencing events for the beginning, middle,
and end of stories; compare and contrast fairy tales

and folktales as a group to identify similarities and
differences in stories

Outcome: Narrative retelling of a story
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16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

In this introduction to the solar system, students
learn about Earth in relation to its moon, other
planets, the sun, the stars, and major constellations.
They also learn about the sun as a source of light,
heat, and energy. Students are introduced to space
exploration, including the Apollo missions to the

moon and the Parker Solar Probe mission to the sun.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« |dentify Earth, the sun, the moon, other planets,
and stars

* Describe how Earth moves
» Explain what causes day and night

 ldentify major constellations and discoveries
by astronomers

 Distinguish between inner and outer planets in
the solar system

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

» Explore parts of an opinion paragraph by stating
an opinion and supplying reasons to support it

» Write an opinion paragraph

* Domain Assessment

20 | Amplify.

Knowledge 4: Reach for
the Stars: Astronomy

Anchor Text: Reach for the Stars: Astronomy (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 1020L

Big Ideas

» Earthis one of many different celestial bodies
within our solar system.

* The sun, the stars, the moon, and other planets
relate to the Earth’s position in space in
distinct ways.

* The sunis a star and a source of light, heat, and
energy for Earth.

* NASA, the Space Race, the Apollo missions,
the Parker Solar Probe, and astronauts have all
contributed to what we know about space.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Explore opinion writing; identify key facts

in informational texts; practice note-taking with
graphic organizers; independently journal one- to
three-sentence responses to Read-Alouds and
activities; produce and expand declarative and
interrogative sentences, using conjunctions to combine
shorter sentences

Outcome: Students plan, draft, revise, edit, publish,
and present opinion paragraphs that state an opinion,
give reasons, and provide a closing



GRADE 1 COMPONENTS

Skills components

Teacher Materials Student Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Skills 1-3) (] Readers (Skills 1-3)
(] Big Books (Skills 1-3) (] Activity Book (Skills 1-3)
(] Code Poster set (] Online components
[ Spelling Card set (Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)
(] Large letter card set
(] Skills Assessment Guide
(black line master)
(] Online components

(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Knowledge components

Teacher Materials Student Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Knowledge 1-4) (] Activity Book (Knowledge 1-4)
(] Image Cards (Knowledge 1-4) (] Online components

(] Online components
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Skills Unit 1

26-27 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Focus is on reviewing various spellings, with an
emphasis on consonant sounds, high-frequency
Tricky Words (words with spellings that do not play
by the code rules), and one- and two-syllable words.
A Student Performance Assessment is provided

to determine each student’s readiness for Grade 2
foundational skills instruction.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Review letter-sound correspondences
* Read and write words with short vowel sounds

* Read and spell Tricky Words from the CKLA
Grade 1 curriculum

* Read and write one- and two-syllable words
» Read and spell words with suffixes —ing and —ed

* Read, write, and pronounce words with past tense

suffix —ed (pronounced three different ways)
« Spell grade-level words correctly

« Write sentences with correct capitalization
and punctuation

* Unit Assessment
» Student Performance Assessment
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Big Ideas

» The stories in the Reader, The Cat Bandit,
share the adventures of a hungry cat and the
increasingly clever ways he gets food that is
seemingly out of his reach.

« The stories in the Reader are 100% decodable,
based on previous CKLA instruction and a quick
Grade 1 curriculum review.

» After reading each story, students answer
comprehension questions orally and/or
in writing.

Writing

Students focus on writing sentences to prepare

for more formal writing tasks in subsequent units.
Students write a personal narrative about their best
pal in Lesson 10. Students also write in response

to text and write an opinion about a food they like
to eat. There are additional writing activities in
Pausing Points.



GRADE 2 FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Skills Unit 2

20-21 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Focus is on various spellings with an emphasis on
vowel sounds. Students read one- and two-syllable
words, as well as contractions. They practice with

a number of high-frequency Tricky Words. They
learn about the use of quotation marks and begin
instruction in the writing process, writing narratives
and opinions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Review letter-sound correspondences

* Read one- and two-syllable words with
short and long vowels, including vowels with
spelling alternatives

* Read contractions and identify their
non-contracted equivalents

* Read and spell high-frequency Tricky Words

» Spell grade-level words correctly

* Use quotation marks in writing

* Use the writing process to compose a narrative
« Unit Assessment

Big ldeas

« The decodable Reader, Bedtime Tales, is used to
practice decoding and reading fluency.

* The story in the Reader is about a father who
shares bedtime stories with his son and daughter.

* Bedtime Tales explores two fiction genres: fables
and trickster stories.

+ Close reading lessons based on chapters from
the Reader are introduced in this unit.

 After reading each story, students answer
comprehension questions orally and/or
in writing.

Writing
Formal Writing: Narrative

Writing lessons begin by having students retell a
fable, “The Milk", and then they write a book report
on “The Hare and the Hedgehog.” Narrative writing
activities are presented in carefully scaffolded

steps. Students will review how to plan, draft, and
edit, incorporating the key features of narrative
writing: character(s), setting, and plot. This begins in
Lesson 12.

Informal Writing: Fictional narrative, graphic
organizers, responses to text, Pausing Points
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GRADE 2 FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

~=—1u%  Skills Unit 3
@ - :) 1 29-30 Instructionaldays

Unit Summary

This unit introduces spelling alternatives for vowel
sounds, as well as various tricky spellings (spellings
that can stand for more than one sound). Students
practice writing a personal narrative. Grammar
instruction focuses on capitalization, quotation
marks, ending punctuation, and common and proper
nouns. Students are also introduced to antonyms
and synonyms.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Review letter-sound correspondences

* Read words with short and long vowels, including
vowels with spelling alternatives

* Read and write words with Tricky Spellings
* Read and spell high-frequency Tricky Words

» Use capitalization, quotation marks, and ending
punctuation correctly

* |ldentify and use common and proper nouns,
antonyms, synonyms, and verbs

» Use the writing process to compose a
personal narrative

e Unit Assessment
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Big Ideas

« The decodable Reader Kids Excel is used to
practice decoding and reading fluency.

» The Reader is a fictional text that consists of
profiles of kids who excel at various activities—
spelling, swimming, playing soccer, jumping rope,
splashing, math, and rock skipping. Each profile
progresses across several chapters.

+ Close reading lessons in this unit use chapters
from the Reader.

+ Students answer comprehension questions orally
and/or in writing after reading each story.

Writing
Formal Writing: Personal Narrative

Students plan, draft, edit, and revise a personal
narrative about an event that actually happened to
them. This begins in Lesson 23.

Informal Writing:

Shared writing, responses to text, graphic organizers,
Pausing Points



16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to four diverse fairy tales:
“The Fisherman and His Wife,” “The Emperor’'s New
Clothes,” “Beauty and the Beast,” and “The Magic
Pitcher.” They consider characteristic elements

of fairy tales and consider problems faced by the
characters as well as lessons each story conveys.
Students then turn to the American frontier and tall
tales about Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, John Henry, and
Casey Jones. They learn about the characteristics of
tall tales, such as exaggeration and larger-than-life
characters. Toward the end of the domain, students
practice friendly letter writing by writing a letter to a
character from a Read-Aloud.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of the fairy tale
and tall tale genres

« Set a purpose for listening and understand
the concept of exaggeration

 |dentify regular and irregular plurals

« Compare and contrast two tall tales
using a Venn diagram

« Compare and contrast two characters
using a Venn diagram

» Practice narrative writing by rewriting
a classic tale

« Generate different types of sentences
* Write a friendly letter
* Domain Assessment

Knowledge 1: Fortunes and Feats:
| Fairy Tales and Tall Tales

Anchor Text: Fortunes and Feats: Fairy Tales and Tall Tales (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 760L

Big Ideas

+ Fairy Tales and Tall Tales lay the foundation of
understanding stories in future grades.

+ Fairy Tales is a continuation and deepening of
prior knowledge about the genre and will allow for
a greater understanding of story grammar.

+ Tall Tales introduces students to the setting
of the American frontier and some of the
occupations there.

Writing
Text Type: Building Blocks and Narrative

Tasks: Studying characteristics of fairy and tall tales;
using graphic organizers and charts; comparing

and contrasting; letter writing; responding to
questions about the text; developing foundational
sentence-level skills.

Outcome: Rewrite a fairy tale, “The Fisherman and
His Wife,” by changing one element and write a
description of a scene from “Beauty and the Beast.”
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GRADE 2 KNOWLEDGE

16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students explore the civilization of ancient Greece
and see which aspects of that world are present in
our world—including language, government, art,
architecture, the Olympics, and more. Students

learn about the city-states of Sparta and Athens, the
emergence of democracy, gods and goddesses of
ancient Greece, and the philosophers Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle. Students continue to develop their
writing skills as they create compound sentences
using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
* Make predictions about what will happen in a text
« Draft a short opinion paragraph

« Compare and contrast the way of life in two
Greek city-states

« Determine the importance of various leaders and
events in ancient Greece

* Write an opinion piece
* Domain Assessment
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Knowledge 2: The Birthplace of
Democracy: Ancient Greece

Anchor Text: The Birthplace of Democracy: Ancient Greece (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Informational/Literary | Lexile: 1050L

Big Ideas

» Ancient Greece was the birthplace of democracy,
the ideals of which are used today in our own
government and those of others.

+ Great philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle; stories about the gods and goddesses
of ancient Greece; and the Olympic Games
continue to impact us today.

+ Significant battles, such as the battles of
Marathon and Thermopylae, as well as the
conquests of Alexander the Great, contributed to
the importance of ancient Greece.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Generate interrogative and cause-and-
effect sentences using words and phrases from the
Read-Alouds; practice collecting and synthesizing
information about ancient Greece using note-taking
tools, such as charts and graphic organizers; work
independently to write a short opinion paragraph
about whether they would prefer life in Athens

or Sparta

Outcome: Students use the writing process to craft
an opinion piece about the most interesting element
of Greek civilization



GRADE 2 KNOWLEDGE

16 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Building on the Birthplace of Democracy: Ancient
Greece domain, students explore several well-
known Greek myths and mythical characters.
Characters include Prometheus, Pandora, Demeter
and Persephone, Arachne the Weaver, Oedipus and
the Sphinx, Theseus and the Minotaur, and others.
Students examine story elements in myths and learn
about common characteristics in these compelling
stories. They also practice sequencing story

events and use information from the text to make
predictions about the events in a Greek myth.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« |ldentify Greek myths as a type of fiction

« Identify common characteristics of Greek myths
* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

» Sequence story events and make predictions

« Plan, draft, revise, edit, publish, and present a
fictional narrative

+ Collect and synthesize information using
graphic organizers

* Domain Assessment

- @ Knowledge 3: Legends and
t Heroes: Greek Myths

Anchor Text: Legends and Heroes: Greek Myths (Read-Aloud)
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 920L

Big Ideas

+ Ancient Greeks worshiped many gods and
goddesses, which influenced and shaped
their culture.

* Greek myths are fictional stories that some
people thought were true long ago. They were
created in an attempt to explain the mysteries of
nature and humankind.

» References to Greek mythology are still culturally
relevant today, and exposure to Greek myths
gives students a frame of reference with which to
understand literary allusions and the meanings of
common words and phrases.

Writing
Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: Practice collecting and synthesizing
information by using note-taking tools such as
charts and graphic organizers; generate interrogative
sentences; convert questions into statements;
identify parts of speech in scrambled sentences; use
conjunctions to expand their writing

Outcome: Students follow the writing process from
planning to presentation, write a brief summary,
and independently craft a narrative retelling of a
Greek myth.
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GRADE 2

KNOWLEDGE

Knowledge 4: Our Planet:
Cycles in Nature

Anchor Text: Our Planet: Cycles in Nature (Read-Aloud)

16 Instructional days Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 940L

Unit Summary Big Ideas

Through this introduction to the natural cycles that « Nature has many natural cycles that make life on
make life on Earth possible, students will learn how the Earth possible.

seasonal, plant, animal, and water cycles are connected

_ I + Seasonal cycles, flowering plant cycles, animal
and interdependent. Nature poems by Emily Dickinson

and Robert Louis Stevenson provide a literary

perspective on these topics. Students will use domain-

specific vocabulary to sequence and summarize their
knowledge about the life cycles of plants, animals, and
insects. In grammar, students will learn and practice
reflexive pronouns as well as complete a syntactic
awareness activity to strengthen their understanding
of adverbs.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

« Collect and synthesize information using
note-taking tools

« Participate in a shared research project by
recording observations of scientific phenomena

* Write an informative paragraph using facts
gathered about the life cycle of a frog

* Domain Assessment

28 | Amplify.

life cycles, and the water cycle are several
examples of natural cycles.

+ Plant and animal growth and development relate
to Earth’s seasonal cycles.

» Natural cycles are interconnected, and a change
in one cycle often affects many other cycles.

« Allliving organisms depend on Earth’s limited
water supply.

Writing
Text Type: Informative

Tasks: Participate in a shared research project

and record observations of scientific phenomena;
practice collecting and synthesizing information
using note-taking tools like charts and graphic
organizers; summarize one's knowledge about
natural cycles; review sentence types; work to revise
and expand sentences using conjunctions

Outcome: Independently write, edit, and revise an
informative paragraph about the life cycle of a frog



GRADE 2 COMPONENTS

Skills components

Teacher Materials Student Materials

(] Teacher Guides (Skills 1-3) (] Readers (Skills 1-3)

(] Code Poster set (] Activity Book (Skills 1-3)

(] Spelling Card set (] Online components

(] Skills Assessment Guide (Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)
(black line master)

(] Online components

(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Knowledge components

Teacher Materials Student Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Knowledge 1-4) (] Activity Book (Knowledge 1-4)
(] Image Cards (Knowledge 2-4) (] Online components

(] Online components
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Classic Stories

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

Students explore classic tales from different parts
of the world, including The Wind in the Willows, Alice
in Wonderland, and “Mulan.” They study character
development, themes, and narrative perspective,
and they write text-based opinion paragraphs about
those literary elements. Students review important
foundational skills such as short and long vowel
sounds, /r/-controlled vowels, /er/ and its spelling,
and syllables with ‘le. Regarding grammar, students
learn about adjectives, concrete and abstract
nouns, and regular and irregular verbs. At the end
of this unit, Student Performance Assessment 1 is
administered to determine students’ readiness for
Grade 3 instruction.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Review short and long vowel sounds, /t/-
controlled vowels, alternate spellings, and
syllables with ‘le’

 |dentify and use concrete and abstract nouns,
regular and irregular verbs, and adjectives

* Analyze characters, perspective, and point
of view

» Demonstrate understanding of plot
and sequence

¢ ldentify themes in a text

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

» Draft, write, edit, and revise an opinion paragraph
* Unit Assessment

« Student Performance Assessment
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Unit 1: Timeless Tales:

Big Ideas

« Children’s stories come from around the world.

« Fictional narratives share common elements:
dialogue, narration, characters, plot, and
setting. Literary tools used in fiction include
anthropomorphism, perspective, and point
of view.

« Fiction often features universal ideas called
themes, such as friendship, hospitality,
and responsibility.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Daily writing involving short and extended
responses requiring textual evidence; use graphic
organizers to gather and categorize information;
engage in frequent collaboration, idea sharing, and
feedback; learn the difference between complete
sentences and fragments; practice combining
sentences and using the four sentence types

Outcome: Write for a variety of purposes, including
an opinion paragraph that provides a review of the
writing process and paragraph elements



Ay

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit continues students’ study of the natural world,
explaining how scientists study and classify animals.
Students apply their knowledge through text-based
discussions, informal writing exercises, and formal
informational writing assignments in which they use
evidence to classify a particular vertebrate. Students also
learn and practice alphabetizing words to the second and
third letters, and they spell words with suffixes such as
—ed, —ing, and —es. Students study grammar, reviewing
nouns, verbs, adjectives, subjects, predicates, fragments,
subject/object pronouns and their antecedents, run-on
sentences, and compound sentences. They also study
the prefixes un—, non—, re—, and pre—, and discuss how
adding prefixes may change the meaning of a root word
and the word's part of speech.

Overall Learning Outcomes

 Classify animals as vertebrates or invertebrates,
warm-blooded or cold-blooded

* Review suffixes and root words
» Alphabetize words to the second and third letter
« Develop sentence structure and parts of speech

» Determine subject pronouns, their antecedents,
and object pronouns

« |dentify and apply prefixes

« Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
» Write an informative paragraph

* Unit Assessment

= Unit 2: Fur, Fins, and Feathers:
[ff. Animal Classification

Big Ideas

» Vertebrates can be classified into five groups by
organizing, analyzing, and understanding data
about them.

* We can learn about living things by observing and
identifying key details and characteristics.

+ Structured inquiry tasks can be completed
by posing and responding to questions using
text evidence.

+ Studying the classification of vertebrates
provides a foundation for future learning about
other classifications, life cycles, oceans, marine
life, and evolution.

Writing
Text Type: Informative

Tasks: Write a short informational piece, introduce
the topic, group related information together, and
provide supporting facts and details; use graphic
organizers and collaborate with peers; combine and
expand sentences through the use of appositives
and conjunctions

Outcome: Use the writing process to plan, draft, edit,
revise, publish, and present an informative paragraph
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GRADE 3

INTEGRATED UNITS

Rhyme: Poetry

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit continues students’ study of poetry,
exploring how poets often find inspiration in

nature and relationships. Students apply their
knowledge of poetry devices through text-based
discussions, informal writing exercises in which they
practice using poetry elements, and formal writing
assignments in which they write original poems. In
grammar, students review nouns, verbs, adjectives,
and adverbs, and recognize the structural uniqueness
of poetry. They study reciprocal pronouns and
possessive reciprocal pronouns, and expand simple
sentences by adding details and using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
» Define and identify poetry elements

* Practice and apply poetry elements

» Use textual evidence to analyze poetry

« ldentify and apply reciprocal pronouns

» Write an opinion paragraph

» Write an original poem

* Unit Assessment
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Unit 3: Rhythm and

Big Ideas

» Topics and imagery, including animals, nature,
and people, provide inspiration for poets.

» Poetry devices, including metaphorical language,
tone, and structure, create new levels of meaning
in poems.

* A poet may choose to include a message or
an opinion, describe a relationship, or offer
inspiration with their words.

Writing
Text Type: Poetry

Tasks: Plan, draft, revise, edit, publish, and present
original poems

Outcome: Write and present original rhyming or free
verse poems that incorporate two poetic devices on
the topic of seasons, places, people, or nature



Unit 4: Rise and Fall:
Ancient Rome

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary Big Ideas
Students dive into ancient Rome, exploring its « Actions of the Roman Republic leadership led to
culture and historical events. They read the legend the decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

of Romulus and Remus, centered around Rome’s
founding, as well as several myths about Roman gods
and goddesses. Students study the historical rise and
fall of the Roman Empire, and they learn about key
historical figures, such as Hannibal, Julius Caesar,
and Augustus. Students review the spelling patterns
of /r/-controlled vowels, irregularly-spelled words,
and spellings of the sound /ee/. They also go over
verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, and the verbs Text Type: Opinion
to be and to have—learning to change the spelling
of verbs to match various subjects. Finally, students
study the common suffixes —er, —or, —ist, —ian, -y,
and —al, to understand how suffixes change the
meaning of root words and how they can change a
word's part of speech.

+ Contributions from ancient Roman culture,
including food, religion, education, and class are
evident in society today.

* Monumental battles were fought in defense of the
Roman Empire.

Writing

Tasks: Generate sentences using information
and vocabulary from the Read-Alouds; combine
and expand sentences using appositives

and conjunctions

Outcome: Engage in the writing process to
plan, draft, revise, edit, publish, and present an
opinion piece about Rome’s most significant
cultural contribution

Overall Learning Outcomes

« Identify the point of view of a text

» Discuss the main idea, key details, and moral or
lesson of a story

* Review /r/-controlled vowels and learn spelling
patterns for the /ee/ sound

* Develop understanding of subject-verb
agreement and correct verb tense usage

* ldentify and apply suffixes —er, —or, -y, —al, —ist,
and —ian

« Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

* Write an opinion essay

* Unit Assessment
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Grade 4

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit examines the genre of personal narratives,
which consists of nonfiction works written by a first-
person narrator who was involved in the events being
described. Students read five personal narratives and
identify the elements of the genre. These elements
include events proceeding in a logical sequence,
dialogue that shows character, vivid descriptive
language, characters with defining traits, sensory
details, figurative language, and strong introductions
and conclusions. Student Performance Assessment 1
is also provided to determine students’ readiness for
Grade 4 instruction.

Overall Learning Outcomes

34

Identify features of the personal narrative genre

|dentify literary devices in personal narratives,
including similes, metaphors, dialogue, transition
words, sensory details, and point of view

Demonstrate understanding of cause and effect

Revise and publish a narrative using rubrics,
checklists, and peer feedback

Identify and apply punctuation to dialogue
Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
Unit Assessment

| Amplify.

Unit 1: My Story, My Voice:
Personal Narratives

Big Ideas

» Writers of personal narratives incorporate a
variety of literary elements and an intentional
point of view into their writing.

« Critical and close reading enable students to
increase their literal comprehension and ability to
make text-based inferences.

* Writing a personal narrative allows a writer
to create a sense of meaning out of their own
life experiences.

Writing
Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: Write every day, often full-paragraph or multi-
paragraph narratives; practice skills, such as writing
dialogue or using similes and metaphors; generate
sentences with cause-and-effect relationships and
convert interrogative sentences (questions) into
declarative sentences (statements)

Outcome: Plan, draft, edit, revise, and publish a
multi-paragraph personal narrative



18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit covers the history of the Middle Ages

in Europe. It is primarily concerned with events

in western Europe and the relationship between

the Christian Church and the rulers of the region.
Students continue to develop grammar skills as
they describe the functions of and relationship
between nouns and adjectives as well as adverbs
and verbs. They form and use prepositional phrases,
identify parts of speech, correctly use subjects and
predicates, and correct sentence fragments and
run-on sentences. Students also practice using the
progressive verb tense. Finally, they work with the
prefixes un—, non—, and en—, the root words arch and
graph, and the suffix —y.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

* Write an informative paragraph using details from
a text

* Determine the importance of details in a text
through note-taking

» Use evidence from a text to support one’s ideas

» Use paraphrasing to craft an informative,
comparative paragraph

e Unit Assessment

Unit 2: Knights and Castles:
Europe’s Middle Ages

Big Ideas

» Feudalism was the defining social and governing
structure of Medieval Europe and included the
roles of kings, queens, nobles, church leaders,
freemen, and serfs.

¢ Trade in Medieval Europe contributed to the
growth of towns and the emergence of a
middle class.

* Medieval England was the starting point for key
aspects of modern American life, including the
English language and the system of laws and
courts in the United States.

* The Magna Carta was a landmark document
because it established that rulers—even kings—
should consult with others before making new
laws, and that courts should follow the rule of law.

Writing
Text Type: Informative

Tasks: Practice taking notes on informational texts
and paraphrasing information; regularly engage

in writing short answers in response to text-based
questions, with focus on the use of evidence from the
text and individual sentence construction; combine
and expand sentences using conjunctions and
appositives; generate cause and effect sentences

Outcome: Engage in an extended writing project:
using the writing process to complete an informative,
comparative paragraph
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Unit 3: Meaning and
Metaphor: Poetry

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit provides tools and strategies for approaching
poetry, training students in the methods and devices
poets use, and equipping them to read and interpret
both formal and free verse poems. Students will have
opportunities throughout the unit to create poems
and apply what they have learned. The poems in this
unit represent various time periods, including Walt
Whitman's reflections on nineteenth-century American
society and the work of living writers such as Harryette
Mullen. The poets, who come from diverse backgrounds
and nations, are European, Middle Eastern, African
American, Native American, and Hispanic. The poems
themselves are similarly diverse; some employ
precise meter and rhyme schemes, while others

use free verse. With opportunities to write poems
embedded throughout the unit, students will have
the freedom to work creatively and imaginatively.
Additionally, they will practice using the poetic devices
they learn about by composing rhymes, creating similes
and metaphors, using repetition and alliteration, as
well as planning, drafting and revising original poems.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Read text with the purpose of identifying details
and evidence

» Explore imaginative possibilities of
figurative language

« |ldentify and develop an understanding of poetic
devices, including rhyme, repetition, alliteration,
meter, and tone

« Explore and identify extended metaphors in text

» Recite poems orally with accuracy, appropriate
rate, and expression
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» Write original poems with rich language and
poetic devices

¢ Unit Assessment

Big ldeas

+ This unit prepares students for complex texts,
vocabulary, and form they will encounter in
Grade b.

* The best poems open themselves to many
possible interpretations.

* Poetry need not be bound by formal
constraints, but can be a free form, creative,
imaginative vehicle for expression.

» Poetry has been around for centuries, and itis a
timeless, distinctive craft.

* Reading poems aloud using emphasis and tone
helps audiences better understand the text.

Writing
Text Type: Poetry

Tasks: Write original poems to allow for creative
and imaginative expression; implement poetic
devices learned in the reading components,
including composing rhymes, similes, and
metaphors; use repetition and alliteration; and
plan, draft, and revise several original poems

Outcomes: Produce several original poems that
demonstrate their ability to use rhyme, similes,
metaphors, repetition, and alliteration effectively
inspired by the poems studied in the unit



18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

In Eureka! Student Inventor, students are introduced
to various inventors and inventions, as well as the
process of creation. Students are immersed in close
reading adventures, where they engage with complex
literary and informational texts, and demonstrate
their ability to find and use evidence effectively.
Students also learn to analyze objects and situations
in the world around them, identify problems, develop
evidence-based solutions, and, ultimately, become
inventors themselves as they research, build, and
present inventions of their own.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Read complex literary and informational texts
» Find evidence and use it appropriately

« Write in opinion, informational, and narrative
forms, and adjust style for task and audience

« Develop proficiency in research, observation,
communication, and persuasion

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
¢ Unit Assessment

Unit 4: Eureka!
Student Inventor

Big Ideas

* Inventors go through multiple steps in their
creative process.

» The creative process involves identifying problems
and developing evidence-based solutions.

* Inventors engage in collaborative discussions,
share ideas, and often work with partners or
in teams.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Write in opinion, informational, and narrative
forms; adjust style for task and audience; practice
the skills of research, observation, communication,
and persuasion; generate and expand declarative,
interrogative, exclamatory, and imperative sentences
using general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases

Outcome: Write and present a pitch that argues for
the importance of an invention
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18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit examines the genre of personal narratives.
Students read five personal narratives and identify
the elements of the genre, which include a logical
sequence of events, dialogue, vivid descriptive
language, sensory details, figurative language, and
images that accompany a written text. Students are
given frequent writing opportunities to employ these
elements. They also share their writing with their
classmates throughout the unit, offering concrete
and positive feedback. Finally, students complete
Student Performance Assessment 1 to evaluate their
preparation for Grade 5 work.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« ldentify and begin to correctly use personification
in writing

 ldentify and begin to correctly use point of view
in writing

* |ldentify and begin to correctly use similes and
metaphors in writing

» Use the Think As You Read strategy to deepen
understanding of a text

* Write a personal narrative
e Unit Assessment
» Student Performance Assessment
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Unit 1: In My Own Words:
Personal Narratives

Big Ideas

* This unit gives students the opportunity to
examine the genre of personal narratives and
build their knowledge of descriptive writing.

* Through the close and critical reading of personal
narratives, students can improve their literal
comprehension and text-based inferencing.

* Reading about the personal experiences of
others helps students find meaning in their own
experiences and express these ideas in writing.

Writing
Text Type: Narrative

Tasks: Through daily writing exercises, students
develop their ideas into single paragraph or multi-
paragraph narratives; practice crafting dialogue,
using descriptive verbs and adjectives, and
sequencing events to tell a story; share writing

with classmates; engage in sentence elaboration
activities, such as incorporating their partners’ideas,
expanding sentence stems, and using conjunctions

Outcome: Multiple personal narratives, including
moment, name, and surprise narratives



18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit orients students to the geography, climate,
flora, and fauna of the Americas while presenting an
overall history and timeline highlighting the rise and fall
of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations. In addition,
the unit describes innovations and discoveries of the
Maya, Aztec, and Inca and features myths from these
ancient civilizations. Students review the stages of
the writing process and use information from the text
to compare and contrast the Maya, Aztec, and Inca
civilizations and create an informative or explanatory
project, the Codex Project, that encompasses all
three civilizations. Students practice paraphrasing
and note-taking to gather information about the
Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations. Students plan

and draft paragraphs about each civilization, select
online images that relate to their writing, and practice
using linking words and phrases to compare the
different groups. Students edit their writing and then
integrate their writing and images to complete their
Codex Project. They study the root word tract and

the prefixes ir—, inter—, and il-. Students also practice
properly using subjects and predicates, distinguishing
between action verbs and linking verbs, and correcting
run-on sentences. They also learn about words and
phrases that compare and contrast.

Overall Learning Outcomes

* Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

« Compare and contrast the Maya, Aztec, and
Inca civilizations

» Paraphrase information from a text

Unit 2: Early Americas:
Maya, Aztec, and Inca

+ Create an informative or explanatory writing
piece using evidence from the text

» Develop understanding of grammar including
action and linking verbs, words that compare
and contrast, run-on sentences, and subjects
and predicates

¢ Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

» Large, complex civilizations, including those
of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca, developed in the
Americas before the arrival of Europeans.

* There were many events that led to the rise and
fall of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations.

« The Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations were
responsible for many innovations and discoveries
and created myths to describe the world
around them.

Writing
Text Type: Informative

Tasks: Combine informational paragraphs; use
information from the text to write about key detail;
focus on paraphrasing, incorporating images, and
using linking words and phrases; use paraphrasing,
notes, graphic organizers, and short and extended
responses to text

Outcome: Produce a Codex project (informative) that
reflects their understanding of the cultural aspects of
the Maya, Aztecs, and Incas

Beginning-of-year Pilot Pack: Units at a glance | 39



Verse: Poetry

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

This unit teaches students tools and strategies for
approaching poetry, training them in the methods
and devices poets use, and equipping them to read
and interpret both formal and free verse poems. It
gives them continual opportunities to create poems
themselves, allowing them to practice what they
have learned. The poems in this unit are drawn

from various literary traditions over the last several
centuries, ranging from William Blake's 18th-century
verse to the work of such contemporary writers as
Virgil Suarez and Marie Howe. The poets come from
many backgrounds and nations: The poets included
are of European, Middle Eastern, African American,
Native American, and Hispanic descent. The poems
themselves are similarly diverse; some employ
precise meter and rhyme schemes, while others use
free verse and experimentation. Throughout the unit,
students practice close reading and writing. They
learn about many of the formal elements of poetry as
they identify those elements arising organically from
the text. They also pair that work with writing poetry
themselves, which allows them to demonstrate their
understanding and analysis of the poems through
creative application and to become detailed writers.
In turn, this bolsters their ability to analyze others’
writing. These activities offer students a number of
tools with which to approach poetry, building their
confidence to interpret poems and their engagement
in the task.
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Unit 3: Visions in

Overall Learning Outcomes

« |dentify and use poetic devices, including
tone, anaphora, figurative language, rhyme,
and metaphor

+ Identify and write in various poetic forms, such as
villanelle and list

+ Compare and contrast poems using
graphic organizers

* Apply new poetry knowledge to develop the craft
of writing poetry

e Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

» This unit consists of a central goal to teach
students how to explore the potential that
language has to offer.

* Poetry need not be bound by formal constraints,
but can be a free form, creative, imaginative
vehicle for expression.

* Poetry has been around for centuries, and itis a
timeless, distinctive craft.

+ Students can build their confidence in
interpreting text and self-expression
through poetry.

Writing
Text Type: Poetry
Tasks: Plan, draft, revise, edit, publish

Outcome: Create original poems that follow
the style of those studied



Don Quixote

18 Instructional days

Unit Summary

In this unit, students read an adapted version

of the classic novel Don Quixote. They focus on
characters, plot, and other literary elements—such
as characterization. Students trace the development
of the plot, characters, and literary elements over the
course of the novel. This exposes them to culturally
relevant aspects of the timeless tale, including

the quixotic nature of the primary character; the
relationship between Don Quixote and his sidekick,
Sancho Panza; and memorable scenes—like the one
involving windmills. Regarding grammar, students
learn how to use commas in a series, and they
continue developing their understanding of subject-
verb agreement. They also learn how to effectively
use compare and contrast words, the suffix —ness,
and the root word vac.

Overall Learning Outcomes

« Distinguish between fact and opinion

« Demonstrate understanding of pronoun-verb
agreement and commas in a series

» Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
« Craft and share a four-paragraph opinion essay
* Support claims with textual evidence

¢ Unit Assessment

Unit 4: A Knight’s Tale:

Big Ideas

* Reading an adapted version of Miguel de
Cervantes’s 1605 novel, Don Quixote, gives
students the opportunity to experience a
literary classic.

* The themes found in Don Quixote include
morality, class, and worth, and they are still
relevant today.

 Tracing the development of plot, characters,
and literary elements throughout the course of
a novel enhances students’ reading experiences
and understanding of the text.

Writing
Text Type: Opinion

Tasks: Regularly engage in writing short answers in
response to text-based questions; focus on the use
of evidence from the text and on individual sentence
construction; plan, draft, edit, revise, publish, and
present a multi-paragraph essay

Outcome: Write a four-paragraph opinion essay
taking a stance on whether Don Quixote’s good
intentions justify his actions, and include supporting
evidence from the text
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GRADES 3-5 COMPONENTS

Grades 3—5 components

Grade 3 Teacher Materials

(] Teacher Guides (Integrated Units 1-4)

(] Image Cards (Integrated Units 1, 3, and 4)
(] Spelling Card set

C] Online components
p
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

(] Grade 3 Skills (Supplemental Program):
(] Teacher Guides Unit1and 2

(] Activity Book Volume 1: Unit 1and 2
(black line master)

(] Assessment Guide (black line master)

Grade 4 Teacher Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Units 1-4)

(] Online components
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Grade 5 Teacher Materials
(] Teacher Guides (Units 1-4)

(] Online components
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)
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Grade 3 Student Materials
(] Readers (Units 1,2, and 4)
(] Activity Book (Units 1-2)

(] Poet’s Journal (Unit 3)

(] Activity Book (Unit 4)

(] Online components
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Grade 4 Student Materials
(] Readers (Units 1,2, and 4)
(] Activity Book (Units 1-2)

(] Poet’s Journal (Unit 3)

(] Inventor’s Notebook (Unit 4)

(] Online components
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)

Grade 5 Student Materials
(] Readers (Units 1,2, and 4)
(] Activity Book (Units 1-2)

(] Poet's Journal (Unit 3)

(] Activity Book (Unit 4)

(] Online components
(Amplify CKLA and Boost Reading)
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