






﻿﻿Program Guide  |  76  | 
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All students placed into personalized learning

What makes Amplify’s early literacy suite powerful?

1.	 It’s a cohesive literacy solution designed to support Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS) and Response to Intervention (RTI).

2.	 Its aligned resources do away with the need for piecemealing.

3.	 Data drives next steps for the whole group, small groups, and 
individual students.

Assess: mCLASS® DIBELS 8th Edition

•	 Universal and dyslexia screening

•	 Targeted, teacher-led instruction

•	 Ongoing progress monitoring

Instruct: Amplify CKLA

•	 Builds strong foundational skills

•	 Develops background 
knowledge and vocabulary

•	 Sparks engagement with rich 
and diverse content

Practice: Boost Reading

•	 Personalized remediation  
and enrichment makes  
learning to read fun

•	 mCLASS data informs  
student placement

•	 Differentiated practice 
reinforces and strengthens  
Amplify CKLA instruction

Intervene: mCLASS Intervention

•	 Targeted, staff-led intervention

•	 Places students into small groups 
seamlessly using mCLASS data 

•	 Can be delivered by classroom teachers, 
interventionists, tutors or paraprofessionals

Comprehensive literacy system in action
Amplify CKLA is a key part of Amplify’s early literacy suite, a family of 
programs built on the Science of Reading that all connect with one another.

TIER 1 2 3

TIER 1 2 3

TIER 1 2 3

TIER 1 2 3



AMPLIF Y CKLA 3RD EDITION: THE NEXT CHAPTER IN THE SCIENCE OF READING

Program overview

“Of the curricula I have experienced 
in my career, Amplify CKLA is the 
best. My students are so engaged 
and achieving so many things.”

 Katie Bonnette
Grade 1 Teacher, Oakdale Elementary
Allen Parish School District, Louisiana
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Integrating reading and writing eVery dayProgram oVerView

Integrating reading and writing every day
Amplify CKLA is grounded in the Science of Writing, recognizing and 
leveraging reading and writing as mutually reinforcing processes. 

•	 Writing across text types  
Students hone their writing across 
narrative, descriptive, expository, 
and persuasive formats.

•	 Connecting reading and writing  
Students activate deeper 
comprehension and express their 
knowledge through writing.

Composition
Organizing and expressing ideas

•	 Handwriting and spelling  
Students practice writing new 
sound-spellings as they learn them, 
building automaticity with the code.

•	 Connecting reading and writing   
Students read decodable 
chapter-books, then write in 
response to text while practicing 
sound-spelling patterns.

Transcription
Laying the foundation 

•	 Foundational transcription skills 
combined with creative compositions  
Students’ comprehension, critical 
thinking, and expressions come to life 
as they confidently express their ideas 
across various topics and text types.

•	 Connecting reading and writing  
Students respond to the text and 
concepts within the knowledge domain, 
using authentic writing projects to 
dig deeper.

Skilled writing
Constructing meaning 

g
TranscriptionComposition Skilled writing

Skills Strand | K–2Knowledge Strand | K–2 Integrated Strand | 3–5
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Program oVerView Program oVerView

Students grow from week to week... 

A World of Homes: Animals and Habitats

Students explore the interconnectedness of life 
by learning about habitats, indigenous plants and 
animals, and fundamental principles of nature.

Adventure Stories: Tales from the Edge

Students learn about real-world explorers 
and inventors, become familiar with gathering 
information for research, and discover the value  
of perseverance and teamwork.

Charting the World: Geography

Students deepen their geography knowledge, 
advance their map skills, and compare global 
locales and landforms to their own neighborhood.

Atlas

Community

Habitat

Territory

Glacier

Altitude

Grade

1

Atlas Community Ecosystem SymbioticAquaticCharacteristic

A World of Homes:  
Animals and Habitats

Students explore the interconnectedness  
of life by learning about habitats, indigenous 
plants and animals, and fundamental 
principles of nature.

Fur, Fins, and Feathers: 
Animal Classification

Students explore the science of classification 
and develop critical scientific skills by  
identifying characteristics of organisms and 
objects and presenting evidence-based claims.

The Deep Blue World: Oceans

Students dive into the diversity of life 
in oceans, consider characteristics 
of ocean environments that support 
ecosystems, and collaboratively create 
and share their findings.

...and year to year

Grade

5
Grade

3
Grade

1
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Knowledge Strand: OVerViewKnowledge and Skills: Grades K–2

Knowledge Strand: Overview
The Amplify CKLA Knowledge Strand builds knowledge within and 
across grades through a content-specific approach that is cumulative 
and coherent. Students encounter a range of people and ideas every 
day. Their interests and curiosity grow alongside their knowledge.

Build deep and broad knowledge

The Knowledge Strand establishes a base of 
vocabulary and helps students make connections 
across past, present, and future domains.

Leverage oral language

Interactive Read-Alouds build knowledge, vocabulary, and 
comprehension skills at a time in students’ development 
when listening outpaces reading comprehension, and lively 
discussions spark curiosity.

Develop vocabulary in context

Students build confidence in their expanding vocabulary by 
practicing in varied contexts, including in discussion with 
peers and in immersive writing projects.

Deepen learning by writing

Explicit writing instruction linked to Knowledge domains 
provides meaningful opportunities for students to 
develop their ideas and enhance their understanding.

The direct relationship between  
listening and reading comprehension

Students’ listening comprehension outpaces their reading 
comprehension until age thirteen. We've designed our 
Amplify CKLA Read-Aloud lessons around this fundamental 
understanding to make sure that students interact with 
complex texts and background knowledge from day one.

Age of student

13121110987654321

Listening comprehension

Reading comprehension

T.G. Sticht, 1974, 1984

Aircraft

Technology

Lift

Knowledge Strand

10 Units per grade

16 Instructional days per unit

K–2
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Skills Strand: Lesson at a glanceKnowledge and Skills: Grades K–2

Skills Strand: Lesson at a glance
1. Introduce the sound-spelling

Students learn to map sounds to speech and 
letters through teacher modeling, articulation 
videos, and hands-on manipulatives.

2. Practice and apply

Students use the sound-spelling in writing to 
build automaticity in letter formation and spelling. 
Take-home activities are also included to extend 
learning and engage caregivers.

ʞerʞ

3. Read and discuss

Deliberate practice with 100% decodable chapter 
books and relevant discussion questions empower 
students to hear, say, and read the sound in context.

4. Review and assess

Checks for Understanding and Formative Assessments 
are integrated into every lesson so you can monitor 
student progress and tailor your instruction.

Examples from Grade 1, Skills Unit 4
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Skills Strand: Decodable readersKnowledge and Skills: Grades K–2

Skills Strand: Decodable readers
Amplify CKLA readers are 100 percent decodable, including only words with letter-
sound correspondences that have been explicitly taught. They support students in 
cracking the code, mastering story elements, and accessing increasingly complex text. 
No guessing, no cueing, just reading success!

Teacher Guides

Teacher Guides

Teacher Guides

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

New sounds in each unit are introduced in 
bold and students gradually learn “tricky” 
spelling concepts such as different sounds 
that use the same letter code.

Audio-enhanced ebook versions of 
every reader are available in Amplify’s 
digital platform.

Big Books of select readers 
are available for teacher 
demonstration in several 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 units. 
Pet Fun and Ox and Man are 
available in Big Book and ebook 
formats only.
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Grades 3–5 foUndational skills instrUctionIntegrated instrUction: Grades 3–5

Grades 3–5 foundational skills instruction
Amplify CKLA Skills Supplement for Grades 3–5 reinforces and builds on K–2 Skills 
instruction. Use it as a support for your core instruction to extend daily lessons or as an 
intervention solution, depending on your students’ needs.

This instruction provides a comprehensive review 
and expansion of foundational reading skills, with 
explicit instruction in the following:

•	 Phonological awareness

•	 Phonics and word recognition

•	 Syllabication

•	 Fluency

•	 Morphology

•	 Reading comprehension

•	 Encoding (spelling)

Flexible application

Each lesson follows a familiar sequence that can be taught in two 15-minute lessons or one 

30-minute lesson to accommodate your schedule.

What’s included

Teacher Guides Student Activity Books

/m/

/k/

/oe/

/f/

Skills 1 
Teacher Guide

 GRADES

3-5Activity Book  |  Volume 1

/m/

/k/

/oe/

/f/

Skills

Activity Book: 
Volume 1

 GRADES

3-5 Skills Supplement for Grades 3-5 Activity Book  |  Volume 1

Teacher Guide, Skills Supplement for Grades 3–5, Lesson 1 Overview
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All-in-one platform to plan and deliVer engaging lessonsProgram resoUrces

All-in-one platform to plan and 
deliver engaging lessons

Ready-to-use Teacher Presentation Screens

Deliver interactive lessons with ready-made, customizable slides available for every lesson.

Real-time insights into your 
students’ progress

Keep students focused on the right screen 
with pacing, pausing, and syncing features, 
plus visibility into which standards and 
activities will help your entire class.





﻿﻿Program Guide  |  6362  | 

Embedded differentiation to reach all learnersProgram resoUrces

Embedded differentiation to reach all learners
Every lesson includes built-in differentiation strategies for all students, 
including supports for multilingual/English learners.

19
Lesson 1 Introduction to the Sun and Space

6. What’s the word we’ve been talking about?

Use a Making Choices activity for follow-up. I am going to name some 
substances. If the substance I name is a gas, say, “That is a gas.” If not, say, 
“That is not a gas.” Remind students that a gas cannot be a liquid or a solid. 
Encourage them to explain their choices (e.g., “Orange juice is not a gas 
because it is a liquid.”).

 Ǔ orange juice (That is not a gas.)

 Ǔ wood (That is not a gas.)

 Ǔ steam (That is a gas.)

 Ǔ air (That is a gas.)

 Ǔ brick (That is not a gas.)

Lesson 1: Introduction to the Sun and Space

Application
Writing: Students will make observations about the sky and record them in  

a journal.

[W.1.2]

WRITING: ASTRONOMY JOURNALS (20 MIN.)
  

• Tell students that over the next few weeks they are going to pretend to 
be astronomers as they learn about outer space. Tell them they will use 
astronomy journals to record both observations (what they see) and facts 
(what they learn) about outer space. 

• Hand out the journals you prepared in advance.

• Take students outside, or if that is not possible, take them to a large window 
where they can see the sky.

• Have students spend a few minutes sketching the objects they see in the 

drawing with few details or colors.

• Have students return to their work spaces. 

• Have students label the objects they drew. 

• Remind students about the two levels of the sky: the atmosphere and  
outer space.

20M

D Differentiation

Support

Some students may 
benefit from using the 
modified Astronomy 
Journal prompts on 
Activity Page 1.2.

D Differentiation

Support

If students have difficulty 
categorizing their images, 
have them refer to the 
T-Chart for Atmosphere/
Outer Space.

Challenge

Encourage students to 
share their drawings with 
a partner and identify 
which objects are part of 
the atmosphere and which 
are part of outer space. 

Support

Assist students who need 
more help during lessons.

Challenge

Provide advanced opportunities for 
students who are ready for a challenge.

47
Lesson 3 Spelling Alternatives: Introduce /ae/ › ‘a’ and Tricky Spelling ‘a’

Take-Home Material
“THE SPELLING BEE”

• Have students practice reading Take-Home Page 3.1 to an adult.

Lesson 3: Foundational Skills Remediation

Additional Support
WIGGLE CARDS

• Wiggle Cards describe a motion or activity students can act out. You may 
want to designate a box or container to hold the cards. Wiggle Cards are 
invaluable to use at any point during the day, not just during reading but 
whenever you feel students need a transition activity to refocus attention. 

• Write each sentence on an index card or sentence strip. 

• Show students the Wiggle Card, have them read it, and let them perform  
the action.

1. Act like you are baking a cake.

2. Make a face.

3. Act like you are skating.

4. Start waving.

MORE HELP WITH SPELLING ALTERNATIVES FOR /AE/

Roll, Flip, Read 

• Create a set of cards for each student (Activity Page TR 3.1). Write a 
number (1–12) on the reverse side of each card.

• 

• To play, either call out a number (1–12) or have the student roll a die (one or 

word on the card.

Take-Home Page 3.1

30 minutes of additional support  
in every Skills lesson

Specific targeted instruction is provided at the 
end of each Skills Strand lesson in K–2, providing 
further practice aligned to the lesson objectives.

Intervention Toolkit

Hundreds of activities support 
phonics, fluency, comprehension, 
handwriting, and other key skills.
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MUltilingUal/English learner sUpportProgram resoUrces

Multilingual/English learner support
Make grade-level instruction accessible to your multilingual/
English learners (ML/ELs) with effective scaffolds.

108
Knowledge 4 Reach for the Stars: Astronomy

• Model writing a topic sentence for changing “Earth” to “The Plant Planet” 
using different words that express feelings on a whiteboard or chart paper. 
Examples of topic sentences are below:

 Ǔ I like the name The Plant Planet as a new name for Earth.

 Ǔ I believe Earth’s new name should be The Plant Planet.

• Have students discuss their opinions for renaming a constellation using their 
Astronomy Journals in small groups. Tell students to decide which word they 
will use to express their opinion about renaming a constellation.

WRITING: OPINION DRAFTING (15 MIN.)

• Have students take out their Astronomy Journals and turn to the next clean 
page. Tell students that they are going to write the topic sentence for their 
opinion paragraphs. Tell them to choose one of the following phrases to start 
their sentences:

 Ǔ “I like . . .”

 Ǔ “I think . . .”

 Ǔ “I feel . . .”

 Ǔ “I believe that . . .”

 Ǔ “The best . . .”

• 
of the page in their Astronomy Journals. Tell students to use the correct 
capitalization and punctuation in their sentences. Remind students to use 
the example from Visual Support 5.3 to support their writing.

• Allow students time to draft and read over their topic sentences before 
collecting them for review. You may pull students in small groups to answer any 
questions about writing their topic sentences for their opinion paragraphs.

MULTILINGUAL/ENGLISH LEARNERS

Writing
Writing a Topic Sentence

Entering/Emerging Have students dictate their opinion for renaming a constellation 
using one of the opinion words as you write their topic sentence.

Transitioning/
Expanding think the constellation _______ should be renamed______.”

Bridging Ask students if support is needed with writing their topic 
sentence and provide assistance if needed.

ML/EL

D Differentiation

Challenge

Have students orally 
generate a topic sentence 
using additional words or 

phrases that show their 
opinion of Earth’s name 
change, such as “In my 

opinion, the name Earth 
is a good name for our 

planet because…”

Astronomy Journals

108
Knowledge 4 Reach for the Stars: Astronomy
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Writing a Topic Sentence
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using one of the opinion words as you write their topic sentence.

Transitioning/
Expanding think the constellation _______ should be renamed______.”

Bridging Ask students if support is needed with writing their topic 
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ML/EL

D Differentiation

Challenge

Have students orally 
generate a topic sentence 
using additional words or 

phrases that show their 
opinion of Earth’s name 
change, such as “In my 

opinion, the name Earth 
is a good name for our 

planet because…”

Astronomy Journals

Multilingual/English learner supports

Each lesson features embedded supports designed 
specifically to assist ML/ELs as they practice listening, 
speaking, writing, and reading. Support is offered at multiple 
levels across areas like close reading, developing opinions, 
and presenting information, so students can fully engage 
with the lesson. Anchor charts and graphic organizers are 
also used as scaffolds, and Spanish cognates are included to 
draw meaningful language connections.

Grade 1, Knowledge Domain 4, Lesson 6, ML/EL support 
for opinion writing: Writing a Topic Sentence 

Oral language development opportunities

Oral language development opportunities are embedded into every 
lesson and support ML/ELs in building confidence by applying their 
English skills in a variety of inclusive ways.

63
Knowledge 4 Reach for the Stars: Astronomy

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (10 MIN.)

1. Literal. Ancient Greeks believed that gods put certain groups of stars 
together in the sky in order to make pictures that would tell stories and teach 
lessons. What are these pictures called? (constellations)

  

Show images 4A-4, 4A-8, and 4A-9

Check for Understanding 

Turn and Talk: Name the constellation as I point to it. [Point to the constellation(s) 
in each image.] Turn to a partner and share one thing you remember about that 
constellation. Signal when both partners have contributed to the conversation.

You will share your partner’s fact about a constellation while I write key words or 
ideas on a white board or chart paper.

Show image 4A-4: Big Dipper

2. Literal. Why is this group of stars called the Big Dipper? (group of stars that 
looks like a ladle or pot) 

3. Inferential. What is special about Polaris, the North Star? (It always stays in 
the north, making it a good star to use for navigation.) 

4. Literal. What astronomer was the first to say that the earth revolved around 
the sun? (Copernicus)

5. Literal. We also learned about another important astronomer, Galileo, who 
improved upon telescopes. Why did Galileo improve telescopes? Share your 
response with a partner. Sample answers are below:

 Ǔ Galileo improved telescopes because astronomers wanted to see objects 
in outer space.”

 Ǔ Galileo improved telescopes, so astronomers can closely see planets and 
other objects in space.”

WORD WORK: ANCIENT (5 MIN.)

1. In the Read-Aloud you heard, “The ancient Greeks, Arabs, Romans, Chinese, 
Egyptians, Turks, Mayans, Babylonians, and countless others all studied  
the stars.”

2. Say the word ancient with me. 

Flip Book  
4A-4, 4A-8, 4A-9

Grade 1, Knowledge Unit 4, Lesson 4, Turn and Talk 

























https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/rrq.338
http://go.info.amplify.com/ckla-knowledge-essa-tier-1-study
http://amplify.com/research
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Case stUdiesProVen classroom sUccess

Oak Harbor, Washington

Longitudinal data revealed that every Oak Harbor elementary school 
experienced up to 23% growth in reading proficiency. Grade 1 especially 
stood out with impressive gains, growing by 31%.

Oak Harbor

West Jefferson Hills, Pennsylvania

After two years with Amplify CKLA, West Jefferson Hills students scored 
in the 98th and 99th percentiles among their peers nationwide. The 
percentage of students reading at or above benchmark also doubled.

West Jefferson Hills

2x  
growth in  
students 

at or above 
benchmark

“The choice of Amplify became clear for 
our district. The tremendous professional 
support from Amplify matched with the 
commitment of our people.  We’re finally 
seeing something different, and the results 
are encouraging.”

 Matthew Patterson, Ph.D.
Assistant Superintendent  
West Je�erson Hills School District

“When teachers fully embrace the 
Science of Reading approach and 
implement Amplify materials 
with integrity, we see exceptional 
results and astronomical growth.”

 Liz Ritz, Ed.D.
Director of Teaching and Learning  
Oak Harbor School District

23%  
growth in 

pro�ciency



amplify.com/science-of-reading
https://scienceofreading.amplify.com/
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