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“There used to be moans and 
groans when it was writing time, 
and I don’t get that anymore. 
Writing doesn’t faze my students. 
They’re willing to try and there 
is no hesitancy. Writing is no 
longer intimidating."

Teresa Karney
Grade 5 teacher, MI

/g/





4  | 

Integrated reading and writing 
instruction built on the latest research
Amplify’s Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) 3rd Edition writing instruction 
is designed to develop skilled, confident writers from the ground up. By leveraging 
research-based strategies, Amplify CKLA integrates reading and writing instruction 
to reinforce understanding and composition skills. Students engage in daily writing 
activities that:

•	 Support comprehension of complex texts.

•	 Enhance sentence-level writing abilities.

•	 Build a solid foundation for high-quality composition.

Through the consistent practice of the complete writing process—planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, and publishing—students learn to articulate their thoughts 
coherently and confidently. Amplify CKLA’s systematic instruction ensures students 
build proficiency across grade levels.

Writing and reading in Amplify CKLA are reciprocal processes; effective writing 
improves reading comprehension while skilled reading enhances writing quality. 
Amplify CKLA employs various writing types such as opinion, narrative, informative, 
and research-based projects, fostering versatile and adaptable writing skills.
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IntegrAted reAding And Writing inStrUCtion BUiLt on tHe LAteSt reSeArCH

The Simple View of Writing

Amplify CKLA’s writing instruction is based on the Simple View of Writing 
which is focused on integrating transcription skills with composition 
skills. This approach ensures students develop both the mechanical and 
expressive abilities needed for effective and skilled writing.

TranscriptionComposition Skilled writing

•	 Writing across text types  
Students hone their writing across 

narrative, descriptive, expository, 

and persuasive formats.

•	 Connecting reading 
and writing  
Students activate deeper 

comprehension and express their 

knowledge through writing.

Composition
Organizing and expressing ideas

•	 Handwriting and spelling  
Students practice writing new 

sound-spellings as they learn 

them, building automaticity with 

the code.

•	 Connecting reading and 
writing   
Students read decodable 

chapter-books, then write in 

response to text while practicing 

sound-spelling patterns.

Transcription
Laying the foundation 

•	 Foundational transcription 
skills combined with 
creative compositions  
Students’ comprehension, critical 

thinking, and expressions come 

to life as they confidently express 

their ideas across various topics 

and text types.

•	 Connecting reading 
and writing  
Students respond to the text and 

concepts within the knowledge 

domain, using authentic writing 

projects to dig deeper.

Skilled writing
Constructing meaning 
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IntegrAted reAding And Writing inStrUCtion BUiLt on tHe LAteSt reSeArCH

Transcription skills

Transcription skills, including handwriting and spelling, must be 
automatic to free up cognitive energy for composition. Students build this 
automaticity through explicit instruction and deliberate practice aligned to 
the phonics scope and sequence. By mastering these mechanics, students 
can focus more on the creative aspects of writing, allowing for clearer and 
more effective written communication.

Grade

K

Grade

2

Grade

1
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Writing tYPeS in AmPLifY CKLA 3rd Edition

Writing types in action

1. Narrative writing | Grade 1 Knowledge Domain 2

Narrative writing is the process of storytelling, where students create structured stories 
with a clear beginning, middle, and end, often including characters and a plot.

Parts of a Story in Grade 1 Unit 2,  
From Nose to Toes: How Your Body Works

Grade 1 Writing Focus in Skills Units
Unit Narrative Opinion Informative Research Building Blocks

1 �

2 �

3 �

4 �

5 �

6 �

7 �

Grade 1 Writing Focus in Knowledge Domains
Domain Narrative Opinion Informative Research Building Blocks

1 �

2 � �

3 � �

4 � � �

5 � �

6 � � �

7 � �

8 � �

9 � �

10 � � �

Examples highlighted are indicated with orange
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Writing tYPeS in AmPLifY CKLA 3rd Edition | Writing tYPeS in ACtion

1. Poetry | Grade 4 Unit 4

Poetry is writing that uses language creatively to evoke emotions and imagery through 
structured verse often using rhythm, rhyme. Poetry is a type of narrative writing.

Drafting Memory Poems in Grade 4 
Unit 3, Meaning and Metaphor: Poetry

Grade 4 Unit Writing Focus 

Unit Narrative Opinion Informative Poetry Research Building Blocks

1 � �

2 � �

3 � �

4 � �

5 � �

6 � �

7 � �

8 � �

9 � �

Examples highlighted are indicated with orange
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Writing building blocks
Amplify CKLA 3rd Edition uses the Simple View of Writing and research-based 
practices to enhance writing instruction. Across all levels, Amplify CKLA emphasizes 
the importance of writing building blocks to foster skill development.

Writing building blocks, seamlessly integrated across CKLA units, begin with oral 
activities and transition to writing, strengthening foundational skills as students 
progress. They include:

•	 Sentence types

•	 Sentence expansion

•	 Sentence combining

•	 Pre-writing and post-writing activities

These foundational writing skills start with oral activities in early grades and 
transition to written form, strengthening as students progress.
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Writing BUiLding BLoCkS

Grade 2 Domain 5 Teacher Guide

Sentence types

Comprehending different sentence types lays the groundwork for effective 
communication. In Amplify CKLA, students engage with four essential sentence 
types that are consistently integrated into each unit through a combination of 
oral practice and written exercises.

The four sentence types are:

Declarative sentences convey statements or facts. They form the backbone of 
clear communication, allowing students to express information succinctly.

Interrogative sentences pose questions, inviting inquiry and dialogue. They end 
with a question mark and help students develop critical thinking skills.

Imperative sentences provide commands or instructions. They empower 
students to articulate directions and advice confidently.

Exclamatory sentences express strong emotions or reactions, marked by an 
exclamation point. They enable students to convey excitement or urgency.
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Pre-writing and post-writing activities

Successful writing involves careful preparation and refinement. In CKLA 3rd Edition, 
pre-writing and post-writing activities help students organize and enhance their 
ideas. Starting in kindergarten with pre-writing strokes to editing essay drafts in later 
grades, students develop their skills throughout the writing process—from planning 
to publishing—strengthening their ability to communicate effectively.

Pre-writing in Amplify CKLA

Writing BUiLding BLoCkS

Post-writing in Amplify CKLA
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Writing inStrUCtion And SUPPortS

Grade 2: Poetry writing

In Grade 2, students explore poetry in Unit 7: Sounds 
and Stanzas: Poetry. They create simple, sensory-
rich poems focusing on sound patterns and rhythms. 
Students play with language, using descriptive words 
and simple structures to convey their experiences and 
emotions through verse.

Grade-level writing progression: Poetry

Poetry writing skills progress as students’ practice the creative expression of ideas and 
emotions. Starting in grade 2 and each year after, students experiment with language 
in the poetic form, transitioning from simple rhymes to complex forms and themes, 
gaining confidence in conveying meaning and emotion through their compositions.

Grade 3: Poetry writing

In Grade 3, poetry writing becomes more focused on 
structure and rhythm. Within Unit 3: Rhythm and Rhyme: 
Poetry students learn to craft poems that incorporate various 
rhyming schemes and rhythmic patterns. They begin to 
understand how to use these elements to enhance their 
poetic expression and communicate their ideas effectively.

Grade 4: Poetry writing

By Grade 4, students’ poetry writing incorporates 
deeper forms of expression. In Unit 3: Meaning and 
Metaphor: Poetry they explore different poetic styles 
and practice using metaphors and similes to convey 
abstract ideas and emotions, creating more nuanced 
and layered compositions.

Grade 5: Poetry writing

By Grade 5, students’ poetry writing reaches new levels of 
sophistication. In Unit 3: Visions in Verse: Poetry they explore 
advanced techniques such as free verse and narrative 
poetry. Students craft poems on personal reflections, 
adding depth and emotional resonance to showcase their 
ability to blend creativity with insight.
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Writing inStrUCtion And SUPPortS

Extended writing opportunities

Amplify CKLA provides students with extended writing opportunities 
across all grade levels. These opportunities allow students to delve 
deeper into writing tasks, engage in prolonged exploration of topics, 
and refine their writing through extended projects.

Grades K–2: Building a foundation

In the early grades, extended writing focuses on gradually building 
foundational skills. For example, Kindergarten students participate 
in a class book project, combining simple sentences and drawings to 
create a cohesive narrative about what they’ve learned.

In Grade 1 and Grade 2, students tackle more structured 
assignments, like composing an informative booklet based on the 
topic they are learning where they organize information and present 
findings in a coherent manner.

CKLA student, grade 1 CKLA student, grade 2
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