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We understand that every school district 
has a unique vision for teaching and 
learning. That’s why Amplify CKLA 3rd 
Edition provides unprecedented flexibility, 
with two Choice Units in each grade level.

Amplify CKLA’s systematic and spiraling 
knowledge-building approach is essential 
for improving students’ reading fluency, 
expanding their vocabulary, and helping 
them make meaningful connections 
between texts. Choice Units retain this 
essential knowledge-building component 
while allowing you to implement an 
effective curriculum that best reflects 
your community’s interests.
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How it works

There are two Choice Units in each grade level. Your district or school 
will choose between two distinct unit options for each Choice Unit.

Grade

K
Grade

2
Grade

1

KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 8 KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 8 KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 8 

KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 9  KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 9 KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN 9 

Royal Tales:  
Monarchs

Once Upon a Time:  
Fairy Tales

Making a Difference:  
Creating Change

Our Planet:  
Taking Care of the Earth

From Babylon to the Nile:  
Early World Civilizations

Building Blocks:  
All About Nutrition

National Icons: Presidents  
and American Symbols

Our Planet:  
The History of the Earth

Journeys to America:  
Immigration

Rain and Rainbows:  
Seasons and Weather

Early Americas:  
Maya, Aztec, and Inca

Early Asian Civilizations:  
India and China

or or or

or or or

•	 Grades K–2: There are 10 Amplify CKLA Knowledge Domains. Domains 8 and 9 are the Choice Units.

•	 Grades 3–5: There are nine Amplify CKLA Integrated Units. Units 7 and 8 are the Choice Units.

•	 Your district will make two choices at each grade level.
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Grade

3
Grade

5
Grade

4

INTEGRATED UNIT 7 INTEGRATED UNIT 7 INTEGRATED UNIT 7 

INTEGRATED UNIT 8 INTEGRATED UNIT 8 INTEGRATED UNIT 8

Novel Study:  
Charlotte’s Web

Novel Study: From the  
Mixed-Up Files of  
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

Novel Study:  
The Phantom Tollbooth

Systems and Senses:  
The Human Body

Adventure on the  
High Seas: Treasure Island

Arts and Culture:  
The Renaissance

Novel Study: Stella Díaz  
Has Something to Say

Novel Study: The Season  
of Styx Malone

Novel Study: The Science  
of Breakable Things

From Glow to Echo:  
Light and Sound

Crafting Stories:  
A World of Tales

Through the Forest:  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

or
or

or

or or or

Important notes

•	 Choice Unit selection happens at the district level. Choice Unit selection is not available at the teacher or classroom level.

•	 One Choice Unit can be selected from each pair with purchase of the Complete Classroom Kit.

•	 Amplify CKLA provides complete standards coverage, regardless of which Choice Units are selected.
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 8: Royal 
Tales: Monarchs

Unit Summary

Students identify and describe royal objects associated with 
monarchs and explore the roles and dynamics within a royal 
family—including the advantages and disadvantages of being 
part of royalty. They relate specific poems and stories to the 
theme of kings and queens, demonstrating familiarity with 
tales like “King Midas and the Golden Touch” and recalling 
details from poems like “Old King Cole.” Additionally, students 
compare and contrast characters and plot elements from 
“Sing a Song of Sixpence,” “The Princess and the Pea,” 
Cinderella,” and “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.”

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Royal Tales: Monarchs (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Literary/Informational | Lexile: 850L

Writing

In this domain, students enhance their oral and written 
communication skills as they sequence events in stories 
through drawing and writing. By learning the elements of 
narrative writing, they are able to write and illustrate stories 
related to the Read-Alouds and create their own narratives.
Students also practice generating and combining declarative 
and interrogative sentences using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary, including 
multiple-meaning words

•	 Describe the characters, setting, and plot of a story

•	 Identify the main idea of a story

•	 Sequence and retell story events

•	 Compare and contrast experiences of characters in 
royal families with those in non-royal families using a 
graphic organizer

•	 Identify rhyming words

•	 Combine ideas to make compound sentences

•	 Generate questions about a text

•	 Draw and write narrative events

•	 Revise writing based on peer feedback

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Throughout history, royalty has played a major role in the 
governance of countries around the world.

•	 The responsibilities, lifestyles, and customs associated 
with royalty provide context for many classic and popular 
stories and rhymes.

•	 Monarchs and royal life are popular topics for poems 
and stories.

KINDERGARTEN CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.K.3
RI.K.7
RI.K.8
RL.K.1
RL.K.2
RL.K.3
RL.K.6
RL.K.7
RF.K.2a

W.K.3
W.K.5

SL.K.1
SL.K.4
SL.K.5 

L.K.1d
L.K.1f
L.K.2
L.K.4
L.K.5
L.K.5a
L.K.5b
L.K.5c
L.K.5d 

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.K.3 W.K.3
W.K.5
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 8: National Icons: 
Presidents and American Symbols

Unit Summary

This domain explores the lives and legacies of five famous 
presidents and introduces students to several national 
symbols, including the American flag, the Statue of Liberty, 
the White House, and Mount Rushmore. Students begin by 
hearing about the branches of the government and the role 
of the president. By the end of this domain, students will be 
able to compare a king and a president.

Writing

Students work collaboratively to identify the parts of 
a narrative and use temporal words to show the order 
of action in their writing. They use organizers as they 
practice writing short narratives in preparation using the 
writing process to plan, write, and edit a narrative about 
three things a new president would do. Students generate 
declarative and interrogative sentences and combine 
sentences using conjunctions.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: National Icons: Presidents and American Symbols (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Literary/Informational | Lexile: 890L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Orally describe details from informational text

•	 Use a graphic organizer to organize and retell 
information, including a timeline

•	 Sequence events based on information in the text

•	 Write short narratives describing the morning routine  
at school and what a new president would do

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Barack Obama are considered 
important presidents because of their accomplishments.

•	 The Declaration of Independence is a statement of 
America’s liberty.

•	 The White House, the American flag, the Statue 
of Liberty, and Mount Rushmore are iconic 
American symbols.

KINDERGARTEN CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.K.3
RI.K.2
RI.K.3
RI.K.8

W.K.2
W.K.3
W.K.5
W.K.8

SL.K.1
SL.K.1a
SL.K.1b
SL.K.2
SL.K.4
SL.K.5
SL.K.6

L.K.1d
L.K.2
L.K.4
L.K.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.K.2
RI.K.3

W.K.2
W.K.3
W.K.8

SL.K.4
SL.K.5
SL.K.6
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SCIENCE 

Knowledge 9: Our Planet: 
Taking Care of the Earth

Unit Summary

Students are introduced to the importance of 
environmental awareness and conservation using 
the three Rs: reduce, reuse, and recycle. They 
become familiar with the earth’s natural resources 
and how people’s actions affect the environment. 
Students will learn specifically about land, water, 
and air pollution as well as the water cycle, the 
journey of trash from its creation to its burial 
in a landfill, and the steps in the recycling and 
composting processes.

Writing

In this domain, students will use the Read-Alouds 
and a variety of informational texts to plan, 
research, draft, and present a class book, which 
includes ideas for solutions to problems regarding 
taking care of the earth. Students will also review 
writing complete sentences and work to revise and 
expand sentences using conjunctions.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Our Planet: Taking Care of the Earth (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 920L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Orally describe details from informational text

•	 Use a graphic organizer to organize and retell information

•	 Sequence events based on information in a text

•	 Write short phrases and sentences and draw pictures 
based on details in a text

•	 Create a class book about solutions to 
environmental problems

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 People’s actions affect the environment in which 
they live.

•	 Humans can help take care of the earth.

•	 Earth’s natural resources include land, water, and air.

•	 Each of us can conserve Earth’s resources by practicing 
the three Rs of conservation: reduce, reuse, and recycle.

KINDERGARTEN CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.K.1
RI.K.2
RI.K.3
RI.K.5
RI.K.6
RI.K.8
RI.K.10

W.K.2
W.K.3
W.K.5
W.K.7

SL.K.1
SL.K.2
SL.K.4

L.K.1e
L.K.2
L.K.4
L.K.5b
L.K.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.K.1
RI.K.2
RI.K.3

W.K.2
W.K.3
W.K.7
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SCIENCE 

Knowledge 9: Rain and Rainbows: 
Seasons and Weather

Unit Summary

This unit introduces students to the concept of weather, 
highlighting that different regions on Earth experience 
varying weather patterns throughout the year. Students 
learn to categorize these patterns into four distinct 
seasons: winter, spring, summer, and autumn. They will 
also develop an understanding of weather’s impact on daily 
life and activities. Students apply their knowledge through 
text-based discussions, directed observations, and hands-
on activities such as looking at a thermometer or observing 
the amount of rain collected in a rain gauge.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Rain and Rainbows: Seasons and Weather (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Literary/Informational | Lexile: 950L

Writing

Students participate in formal writing activities where 
they create Weather Journals to observe, record, and 
predict the weather and present a weather report. 
They also apply their knowledge of weather patterns to 
provide packing advice to a relative going on vacation. 
Students convey complete thoughts by converting 
fragments into sentences and expanding sentence 
stems using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Orally describe details from informational and 
literary text

•	 Ask and answer questions using who

•	 Draw and sequence the seasons of the year

•	 Use information from the text to draw a picture 
explaining how to stay safe during a storm

•	 Record information in a weather diary and present 
a weather report

•	 Apply knowledge of seasonal weather patterns to 
create a vacation packing plan

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Different regions of the earth experience different 
weather patterns throughout the year.

•	 Weather patterns throughout the year are called 
seasons: winter, spring, summer, and autumn.

•	 Knowing about the weather is important to our 
daily lives and activities.

KINDERGARTEN CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.K.6
RL.K.9
RI.K.2
RI.K.3
RI.K.5
RI.K.6
RI.K.8
RI.K.10

W.K.1
W.K.2
W.K.8

SL.K.1
SL.K.2
SL.K.4
SL.K.5
SL.K.6

L.K.1e
L.K.2
L.K.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

W.K.1
W.K.2
W.K.8

SL.K.5
SL.K.6
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LITERATURE 

Knowledge 8: Once Upon  
a Time: Fairy Tales

Unit Summary

In this domain, students explore story elements as 
they identify characters, settings, events, problems, 
and solutions in popular fairy tales such as “Sleeping 
Beauty,” “Jack and the Beanstalk,” “The Secret of 
the Fishing Baskets,” and “How Night Came.” They 
compare and contrast characteristics of fairy tales, 
make predictions, and determine if their predictions 
were correct. Students also distinguish between 
fantasy and reality aspects of stories. Additionally, 
they sequence events, identify sensory language, 
predict reasons for characters’ actions, and retell 
fairy tales.

Writing

In this domain, students delve into informative writing 
by identifying key elements of fairy tales as they 
listen to Read-Alouds. They practice group note-
taking by using Elements of Fairy Tales charts, Venn 
diagrams, and other graphic organizers. Students 
independently plan, write, and edit a manual on how 
to write a fairy tale. Finally, they generate declarative 
and interrogative sentences and combine sentences 
using conjunctions.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Once Upon a Time: Fairy Tales (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 790L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Deepen comprehension by identifying the 
elements of fairy tales before, during, and 
after Read-Alouds

•	 Examine literary themes and elements

•	 Explain which elements of a fairy tale are fantasy 
and which could happen in real life

•	 Predict and describe the reasons for 
characters’ actions

•	 Explore and engage in the genre of 
informative writing

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Fairy tales are a unique type of fiction.

•	 Valuable life lessons can be learned from fairy 
tales as they explore concepts such as bravery 
and heroism as well as good and evil.

•	 Fantasy elements enable problems to be 
resolved in fairy tales.

GRADE 1 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.1.2
RL.1.3
RL.1.4
RL.1.9

W.1.1
W.1.2
W.1.5
W.1.8

SL.1.1
SL.1.2
SL.1.4
SL.1.5

L.1.1g
L.1.4
L.1.5
L.1.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.1.3
RL.1.9

W.1.1
W.1.2
W.1.5
W.1.8

SL.1.2 L.1.1j
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SCIENCE 

Knowledge 8: Our Planet:  
The History of the Earth

Unit Summary

In this domain, students will explore the earth’s 
geographical features. Students will learn about the shape 
of the earth, the North and South Poles, and the equator. 
Students will also learn the names of the layers of the earth 
and the characteristics of each layer. During Read-Alouds, 
students will learn the characteristics and importance of 
minerals and rocks. Students will also learn about fossils 
and their importance in giving us knowledge about the 
history of living things on the earth.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Our Planet: The History of the Earth (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 1020L

Writing

Students will engage with various forms of writing, such 
as friendly letters and informative pieces, using tools like 
graphic organizers and posters to support their learning and 
creativity. They will also practice generating all four sentence 
types and expanding sentences using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Set a purpose for listening

•	 Identify important information in a text

•	 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast volcanoes 
and geysers

•	 Record information from the Read-Alouds using a 
graphic organizer

•	 Identify the format and parts of a friendly letter and 
synthesize important facts and information to write a 
friendly letter

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The earth is composed of various layers, each with its 
own characteristics.

•	 Geographical features, such as volcanoes and geysers, 
give us information about these layers.

•	 Rocks and minerals are important in our daily lives.  
They are taken from the crust and used in many ways.

•	 There are three types of rock, each with their own 
characteristics. Fossils are found in rock and give us 
knowledge about the history of living things on Earth.

GRADE 1 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.1.2
RI.1.3
RI.1.4
RI.1.5
RI.1.7

W.1.2
W.1.5
W.1.8

SL.1.1
SL.1.1a
SL.1.2
SL.1.4
SL.1.5
SL.1.6

L.1.5a
L.1.5c
L.1.6

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.1.3
RI.1.4
RI.1.5
RI.1.7

W.1.2
W.1.8

SL.1.5
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

From Babylon to the Nile: 
Early World Civilizations

Unit Summary

What is needed to build a civilization? Students investigate 
this question by going back to the development of early 
civilizations. They examine the fundamental features 
of civilizations, including the advent of farming, the 
establishment of cities and government, and the roles of 
writing and religion. Topics include the importance of rivers 
such as the Nile, Tigris, and Euphrates; the development 
of the earliest form of writing; the first codication of laws; 
the Great Sphinx and pyramids; and pharaohs, including 
Hatshepsut and Tutankhamun.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.1.6
RI.1.2
RI.1.3
RI.1.4
RI.1.7
RI.1.8
RI.1.9
RI.1.10

W.1.1
W.1.5
W.1.7
W.1.8

SL.1.1
SL.1.1c
SL.1.2
SL.1.4
SL.1.6

L.1.1
L.1.1d
L.1.4
L.1.5a
L.1.5b
L.1.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.1.2
RI.1.3
RI.1.7
RI.1.9

W.1.1
W.1.7

L.1.1d

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: From Babylon to the Nile: Early World Civilizations (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 950L

Writing

Students will explore the genre of opinion writing. They 
will gather information from Read-Alouds to inform their 
opinions and plan, draft, and revise an opinion paragraph. 
They will practice generating and elaborating sentences 
based on information from Read-Alouds.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Deepen comprehension through “Somebody Wanted 
But So Then” strategy

•	 Set a purpose for listening and identify important 
information in a text

•	 Use a timeline to make connections and sequence 
information to deepen comprehension

•	 Record important information from Read-Alouds in a 
graphic organizer

•	 Identify and use subject pronouns

•	 Collaborate to write an informational paragraph about 
the components of a civilization

•	 Use information from Read-Alouds to write an 
opinion paragraph

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Fundamental features of civilizations include farming, 
cities, and government.

•	 Rivers were vital to the emergence of civilization in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt, as were writing and religion.

•	 The codication of laws was an important step in the 
development of civilization.

GRADE 1 CHOICE UNITS
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 9: Early Americas: 
Maya, Aztec, and Inca

Unit Summary

Students examine the signicant features of the ancient 
Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations, including farming, 
the establishment of cities and government, and religion. 
Students compare and contrast key aspects of the early 
civilizations of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca. They learn 
about important leaders and explore the development of 
cities such as Baakal, Tenochtitlán, and Machu Picchu. 
Students also learn that much of what we know about the 
Maya, the Aztec, and the Inca today is due to the work 
of archaeologists.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.1.3
RL.1.6
RL.1.7
RI.1.1
RI.1.2
RI.1.3
RI.1.7
RI.1.8
RI.1.9
RI.1.10

W.1.1
W.1.2
W.1.5
W.1.6
W.1.8

SL.1.1
SL.1.1c
SL.1.2
SL.1.4

L.1.1
L.1.1d
L.1.4
L.1.5
L.1.5a
L.1.5b
L.1.5c
L.1.5d

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.1.2 W.1.1
W.1.2
W.1.5
W.1.6
W.1.8

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Early Americas: Maya, Aztec, and Inca (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational/Literary | Lexile: 950L

Writing

Using what they have already learned about opinion writing, 
students will plan, draft, revise, and publish an opinion 
paragraph explaining whether they would most like to travel 
back in time to visit the ancient Maya or Aztec civilizations. 
Students will also practice writing complete sentences and 
expand sentences using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Set a purpose for listening

•	 Identify important information in a text

•	 Use a timeline to make connections and sequence 
information to deepen comprehension

•	 Collect, synthesize, and record information from the text 
in charts

•	 Identify and use object pronouns

•	 Summarize information by writing phrases 
and sentences

•	 Identify the parts of a letter

•	 Analyze opinion writing and write an opinion paragraph

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The ancient Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations had 
shared features, including farming, the establishment of 
cities and government, and religion.

•	 Mayan astronomers studied the movement of the stars 
and planets to create a very accurate calendar.

•	 Much of what we learn about people from the past 
is discovered by archaeologists, who study artifacts 
from the past and use that information to make 
informed hypotheses.

GRADE 1 CHOICE UNITS
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 8: Making a 
Difference: Creating Change

Unit Summary

In this domain, students learn about eleven historical 
and contemporary people who created positive 
changes for their communities, their country, or the 
world. These figures include Susan B. Anthony, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Mary McLeod Bethune, Jackie Robinson, 
Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, 
Faith Florez, Kelvin Doe, Mikaila Ulmer, Sydney Etzel, 
and Lauren Anderson. Students explore how these 
individuals connected ideas with actions.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Making a Difference: Creating Change (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 930L

Writing

Students will plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish their 
own narratives using temporal words and descriptive 
language about a person today working for a cause they 
believe in. Students will also practice writing the four 
sentence types using conjunctions and appositives.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Identify the author’s reasons for their opinion

•	 Discuss, ask, and answer questions about a topic 
and text

•	 Identify the main purpose of a text

•	 Use a timeline to make connections and sequence 
information to deepen comprehension

•	 Create a story map to identify important events  
in a text

•	 Write a narrative paragraph describing events 
from Read-Alouds using temporal words and 
descriptive language

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Despite great odds, ordinary people have created 
change for causes they believe in.

•	 Causes include abolishing slavery, women’s voting 
rights, migrant workers’ welfare, and protecting 
bees and butteries.

•	 These people used nonviolent methods to 
influence and inspire others.

GRADE 2 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.1
RI.2.2
RI.2.3
RI.2.8

W.2.3
W.2.5
W.2.8

SL.2.1
SL.2.1a
SL.2.1c
SL.2.2
SL.2.3

L.2.1
L.2.2
L.2.2e
L.2.4c
L.2.5
L.2.5a
L.2.6

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.1
RI.2.8

W.2.3
W.2.5
W.2.8

L.2.2
L.2.2e
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 8: Journeys  
to America: Immigration

Unit Summary

Students explore the idea of e pluribus unum and the 
importance of immigration in the history of the United 
States—with a focus on the great wave of immigration 
between 1850 and 1920. They learn reasons why people 
immigrate and why they settle in certain cities and regions. 
In learning about citizenship, students are introduced to 
basic knowledge about the Constitution, including the Bill 
of Rights.

Writing

Students focus on narrative writing by planning and 
drafting a story about a character moving to a new country. 
Additionally, after studying James Madison and the U.S. 
Constitution, they create a “Classroom Constitution” as 
a class. Students also generate and combine declarative, 
interrogative, exclamatory, and imperative sentences to 
make their writing more dynamic and interesting.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Journeys to America: Immigration (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 1060L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Cite evidence from a text when answering questions

•	 Make connections and sequence information to 
deepen comprehension

•	 Collect information from Read-Alouds and synthesize it 
into short summaries

•	 Plan and draft a story describing a character’s life as a 
new immigrant in the United States

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The United States is often referred to as a country of 
immigrants, with the biggest wave of immigration taking 
place between 1850 and 1920.

•	 People had many different reasons for immigrating 
to the United States and settling in certain cities and 
regions upon their arrival.

•	 The Constitution is an important document that details 
the privileges and rights of United States citizens.

GRADE 2 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.2
RI.2.3
RI.2.6
RI.2.7
RI.2.8

W.2.3
W.2.8

SL.2.1
SL.2.1c
SL.2.2
SL.2.3
SL.2.6

L.2.1
L.2.1e
L.2.4
L.2.4b
L.2.5
L.2.5a

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.2
RI.2.9

W.2.3
W.2.8
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SCIENCE 

Knowledge 9: Building Blocks: 
All About Nutrition

Unit Summary

Students learn about Anton van Leeuwenhoek and his 
pioneering work with the microscope. They then explore a 
number of topics regarding the human body, including cells, 
tissues, organs, and body systems—with a focus on the 
digestive and excretory systems. Finally, students learn about 
the elements of good nutrition and other keys to good health.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Building Blocks: All About Nutrition (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 950L

Writing

Students use what they learn about nutrition to write 
about the health benefits of school lunches around the 
world. They then present the benefits of their assigned 
school lunch to their classmates. Students also work 
collaboratively to expand sentences by adding details 
and using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Cite evidence from a text when 
answering questions

•	 Make connections and sequence information to 
deepen comprehension

•	 Identify and record relevant information in My 
Human Body Journal

•	 Identify and write about nutritional benefits of 
school lunches from around the world

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Cells form the building blocks of life on Earth.

•	 Collections of cells form tissues, tissues form 
organs, and organs form systems within the body.

•	 Anton van Leeuwenhoek was important to 
science due to his work with microscopes and his 
discovery of one-celled bacteria.

•	 Five keys to good health are to eat well, exercise, 
sleep, keep clean, and have regular checkups.

GRADE 2 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.2
RI.2.3
RI.2.6

W.2.2
W.2.8

SL.2.1
SL.2.1a
SL.2.2
SL.2.4

L.2.1
L.2.1e
L.2.2a
L.2.5
L.2.5a

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.2.3 W.2.2
W.2.8

SL.2.1a
SL.2.4

L.2.2a
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Knowledge 9: Early Asian 
Civilizations: India and China

Unit Summary

Students explore early Asian civilizations, focusing on 
India and China as well as the Tibetan Empire. They learn 
about how these civilizations developed and some of the 
lasting contributions they made, such as paper and silk. 
They are introduced to folktales and poetry, such as “The 
Tiger, the Brahman, and the Jackal,” “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant,” and “The Magic Paintbrush.” Grammar lessons 
cover regular and irregular past tense verbs. Students 
complete research throughout the domain and collect and 
synthesize information.

Instructional days16
Anchor Text: Early Asian Civilizations: India and China (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational/Literary | Lexile: 970L

Writing

In small groups over multiple days, students use the 
writing process to plan, draft, publish, edit, revise, and 
present an informational book about writing in early 
China. Students also review what they have learned about 
sentence types, and they work to revise and expand 
sentences using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Identify and chart key components of a civilization

•	 Identify trickster tales and folktales as a type of fiction

•	 Effectively write and use regular and irregular past 
tense verbs

•	 Generate complete sentences, including those 
illustrating cause and effect relationships

•	 Write an informational book about China

•	 Summarize a text in “Somebody Wanted But So 
Then” format

•	 Domain Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 India and China, Asia’s most populous countries, 
formed around mighty rivers.

•	 Early civilizations developed farming, cities, 
government, and writing practices.

•	 Trickster tales and folktales provide introductions to 
cultural heritages from the region.

•	 Inventors in Early China were the first to create paper 
and silk.

GRADE 2 CHOICE UNITS

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.2.1
RL.2.2
RL.2.3
RI.2.2
RI.2.3

W.2.2
W.2.3
W.2.5
W.2.6
W.2.7
W.2.8

SL.2.1
SL.2.2

L.2.1d
L.2.4
L.2.5
L.2.5a

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.2.2
RI.2.1
RI.2.2

W.2.2
W.2.3
W.2.5
W.2.6
W.2.7
W.2.8
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GRADE 3 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study: 
Charlotte’s Web

Unit Summary

This unit is based on the popular, award-winning children’s 
novel Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White. This is a classic 
story about self-determination and friendship. Wilbur, the 
main character, is a pig who finds out that he will soon be 
butchered. Wilbur is sold to a nearby farmer and meets a new 
friend there—a spider named Charlotte who devises a plan to 
save Wilbur by spinning words in her webs. These webs make 
Wilbur famous in the community, and eventually save his life. 
Over the course of the novel, students follow Wilbur as he 
navigates a growing friendship and develops into a confident 
character. Students use graphic organizers as they discuss 
literary devices, such as figurative language, character 
motivation, and mood. The unit concludes with Student 
Performance Assessment 1 to determine if students have 
mastered the standards they learned throughout the unit and 
are prepared for Grade 3 CKLA instruction.

Writing

Students engage in the writing process as they plan, draft, 
revise, edit, publish, and present a fictional narrative. They 
also practice using descriptive words, dialogue, and temporal 
words in their fictional narrative. Students use textual 
evidence to generate statements, and they expand sentences 
by incorporating dependent clauses and using conjunctions.

Instructional days18
Anchor Text: Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 680L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Identify the characters, setting, and plot of a 
fictional narrative

•	 Describe the thoughts, actions, and feelings of 
characters in a novel

•	 Determine the mood at different moments in a plot

•	 Understand the meaning of literal and nonliteral phrases

•	 Distinguish between personal and character perspectives

•	 Identify and apply descriptive words, dialogue, and 
temporal words in writing

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Write a fictional narrative

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Explore themes of self-determination and friendship.

•	 Connect with Wilbur’s journey as he initiates and sustains 
a friendship with Charlotte.

•	 Recognize qualities of leadership and encouragement 
in the text as a character supports a friend who is 
experiencing one of life’s greatest challenges.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.3.1
RL.3.2
RL.3.3
RL.3.5
RL.3.6
RL.3.7

W.3.3
W.3.3a
W.3.3b
W.3.3c
W.3.3d

W.3.4
W.3.5
W.3.6
W.3.8
W.3.10

SL.3.4
SL.3.6

L.3.2c
L.3.4

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.3.1
RL.3.3
RL.3.5
RL.3.7

W.3.3
W.3.3a
W.3.3b
W.3.3c
W.3.3d

W.3.4
W.3.5
W.3.6
W.3.8
W.3.10

L.3.1i
L.3.2c
L.3.4
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GRADE 3 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study: Stella Díaz 
Has Something to Say 

Unit Summary

This unit is based on the award-winning novel Stella Díaz 
Has Something to Say by Angela Dominguez. It introduces 
readers to Stella, a Mexican-American third grader who 
lives with her brother and mother near Chicago. The text 
follows Stella as she navigates her home and school life. 
Although the text is written in English, it contains some 
Spanish words and phrases because Stella’s family speaks 
Spanish at home. A Spanish glossary is provided for 
students to identify the meaning of Spanish words and 
phrases as they read.

Throughout the unit, students learn about and practice 
using dialogue and temporal words. They also use a 
variety of graphic organizers to analyze character and 
plot development.

Writing

Students engage in the writing process as they plan, draft, 
revise, edit, publish, and present a fictional narrative. In 
addition, they generate one-sentence summaries and 
expand sentences using conjunctions and question words.

Instructional days18
Anchor Text:Stella Díaz Has Something to Say by Angela Dominguez  

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 650L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Identify internal character traits and how characters’ 
actions contribute to the sequence of the novel

•	 Use a glossary to determine the meaning of words 
and phrases

•	 Recount character actions and events from the novel 
using temporal words

•	 Use conjunctions and question words to 
expand sentences

•	 Use dialogue with correct punctuation

•	 Plan, draft, revise, edit, publish, and present a 
fictional narrative

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Reading fiction allows readers to connect their own 
experiences with those of the story’s characters, such 
as Stella’s journey to understand the importance of 
supportive relationships and overcome obstacles.

•	 Encountering bilingualism expands students’ 
language skills while also addressing the challenges of 
communication across cultures.

•	 Reading novels helps students understand how to 
incorporate dialogue, character development, and 
temporal words into their own writing.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RF.3.4a
RL.3.3
RL.3.5

W.3.3
W.3.3a
W.3.3b
W.3.3c
W.3.3d

W.3.5
W.3.8
W.3.10

SL.3.1
SL.3.4

L.3.1h
L.3.1i
L.3.2c
L.3.4
L.3.4a
L.3.4d
L.3.6

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.3.1
RL.3.3
RL.3.5

W.3.3
W.3.3a
W.3.3b
W.3.3c

W.3.3d
W.3.5
W.3.8
W.3.10

SL.3.1 L.3.1h
L.3.1i
L.3.2c
L.3.4a
L.3.6
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GRADE 3 CHOICE UNITS

SCIENCE 

Unit 8: Systems and Senses: 
The Human Body

Unit Summary

This unit immerses students in the study of the human 
body—covering the skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems 
as well as the roles of related body parts and organs. 
Students expand on what they learned in previous grades 
about the senses of sight and hearing, and they further 
explore the challenges people face when these senses 
are impaired. Students also engage in collaborative and 
independent writing, maintain a unit dictionary, use graphic 
organizers, and respond to prompts.

Instructional days18
Anchor Text: How Does Your Body Work? (Student Reader) 

Text Type: Informational/Literary | Lexile: 620L

Anchor Text: System and Senses: The Human Body (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 890L

Writing

In this unit, students analyze the structure of a paragraph, 
including a topic sentence, supporting details, and a 
concluding sentence. They then practice writing properly 
structured paragraphs as a class. Finally, students generate 
declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, and imperative 
sentences based on information from the Read-Alouds.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Use a KWL chart to organize information
•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
•	 Demonstrate the ability to pluralize regular and 

irregular nouns
•	 Understand and create sentences with correct 

subject-verb agreement
•	 Write letters about the human body
•	 Develop and order a topic sentence, details, and a 

concluding sentence in a paragraph with a title
•	 Identify and use pronouns
•	 Study prefixes dis–, mis–, un–, non–, re–, and pre–
•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems of the body 
are closely interconnected.

•	 Various body parts and organs—including bones, joints, 
muscles, nerves, the spinal cord, and the brain—help 
systems of the body operate smoothly.

•	 Sight and sound are senses that require different body 
parts to function properly.

•	 When vision and/or hearing are impaired, people can 
employ a variety of strategies to cope with the challenges 
they face in the world around them.

•	 Taking preventative measures promotes healthy, 
active bodies.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.3.1
RI.3.2
RI.3.3
RI.3.8
RI.3.10
RF.3.3a
RF.3.4a

W.3.2
W.3.2a
W.3.2b
W.3.2d
W.3.4
W.3.10

SL.3.1
SL.3.3
SL.3.4

L.3.1a
L.3.1b
L.3.1g
L.3.2f
L.3.4
L.3.4b
L.3.5b

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.3.1
RI.3.2
RI.3.3
RI.3.10
RF.3.3a

W.3.2
W.3.2a
W.3.2b
W.3.2d
W.3.10
W.3.4

SL.3.1d
SL.3.4

L.3.1b
L.3.2f
L.3.4b
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GRADE 3 CHOICE UNITS

SCIENCE 

Unit 8: From Glow to Echo:  
Light and Sound

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

In this unit, students explore the science of light and sound, 
covering topics like light sources, shadows, mirrors, reflection, 
refraction, lenses, color, sound characteristics, and the 
human voice. Students will be introduced to this content 
through a narrative story about two old friends who are losing 
their sense of sight and hearing. Students also learn about 
inventors Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas Edison.

Anchor Text: Adventures in Light and Sound (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 860L

Anchor Text: From Glow to Echo: Light and Sound (Read-Aloud) 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 860L

Writing

Throughout the unit, students conduct research and 
engage in the writing process as they plan, draft, edit, revise, 
and publish a newspaper article. Students will practice 
generating sentences in various ways including cause and 
effect relationships, dependent clauses, and appositives. 
They will also expand sentences using conjunctions and 
question words.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Describe properties of light and sound

•	 Identify characteristics of biography genre

•	 Compare and contrast information from the text

•	 Summarize the main idea and key details from the text

•	 Acquire dictionary skills, particularly using guide words

•	 Practice usage of regular and irregular plural nouns

•	 Review adverbs ending with –ly and study adverbs that 
tell when and where

•	 Review previous spellings for /ee/ and /ae/ and learn 
new spellings for the /ae/  sound

•	 Identify and use prefixes and suffixes including 
–er and –est to form and use comparative and 
superlative adjectives

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Write a newspaper article

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Use the five senses to explore light and sound properties, 
their wave nature, and manipulation methods.

•	 Introduce the concept that light travels in waves, but 
sometimes as particle streams.

•	 Apply knowledge of light and sound for deeper learning 
about the human body in later grades. 

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.3.3
RI.3.1
RI.3.2
RI.3.3
RI.3.4
RI.3.5
RI.3.8
RI.3.9
RF.3.3
RF.3.4a
RF.3.4b
RF.3.4c

W.3.1
W.3.1b
W.3.2
W.3.2a
W.3.2b
W.3.2c
W.3.2d
W.3.5
W.3.6
W.3.7
W.3.8
W.3.10

SL.3.1
SL.3.1a
SL.3.1b
SL.3.1c
SL.3.1d
SL.3.2
SL.3.3
SL.3.4
SL.3.6

L.3.1a
L.3.1b
L.3.1g
L.3.2f
L.3.3
L.3.4
L.3.4b
L.3.5b

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.3.1
RI.3.2
RI.3.4
RI.3.8
RI.3.9
RF.3.3
RF.3.4a
RF.3.4b
RF.3.4c

W.3.1
W.3.1b
W.3.2
W.3.2a
W.3.2b
W.3.2c
W.3.2d
W.3.5
W.3.6
W.3.7
W.3.8
W.3.10

SL.3.1
SL.3.1b
SL.3.1c
SL.3.1d
SL.3.2
SL.3.3
SL.3.4
SL.3.6

L.3.1
L.3.1a
L.3.2f
L.3.1g
L.3.3
L.3.4b
L.3.4d
L.3.5b
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GRADE 4 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study: From the Mixed-Up 
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

Unit Summary

This unit continues students’ exploration of narrative 
texts as they analyze the novel From the Mixed-Up 
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L.Konigsburg. In 
the story, two children decide to run away from home 
and hide in the New York Metropolitan Museum of 
Art where they encounter a mystery about a valuable 
statue. Students apply their knowledge of narrative 
elements through text-based discussions and 
informal writing exercises. They examine and apply 
different narrative elements in their own writing, 
such as point of view, dialogue, and plot points in 
traditional fiction—like exposition and climax. They 
also learn how to critically examine fiction and 
participate in structured discussions to review what 
they learn.

Writing

Students engage in the writing process as they plan, 
draft, revise, edit, publish, and present a narrative 
about a fictional character who overcomes a 
challenge. They generate declarative, imperative, 
interrogative, and exclamatory sentences in response 
to prompts about the novel, and they expand 
sentences using conjunctions.

Instructional days18
Anchor Text: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 700L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Discuss and reflect on narrative elements in a published 
text and in personal writing

•	 Identify and use textual evidence as support in discussions 
and written responses

•	 Comprehend the narrative structure of a fictional text

•	 Understand character development

•	 Demonstrate ideas through the use of details 
and examples

•	 Develop sentence structure and build on long-form writing

•	 Write a formal narrative

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The novel From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler includes mystery, adventure, and secrets with 
themes surrounding family, growing up, and independence.

•	 Engagement in discussions and activities about unit 
themes fosters personal growth.

•	 Students grow in foundational skills related to literary 
analysis, the organizational structure of texts, and 
critical reading.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.5
RL.4.6

W.4.2
W.4.3
W.4.3b
W.4.3d

W.4.4
W.4.5
W.4.6
W.4.8

SL.4.1
SL.4.3
SL.4.4

L.4.4

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.3
RL.4.6

W.4.2
W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b

W.4.3c
W.4.3d
W.4.3e
W.4.4

SL.4.1
SL.4.4
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GRADE 4 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study: The Season 
of Styx Malone

Unit Summary

In this unit, students continue their exploration of 
novel study by reading The Season of Styx Malone by 
Kekla Magoon. This is a coming-of-age story about 
Caleb, a ten-year-old boy living in a small town near 
Indianapolis. The novel explores themes of friendship, 
trust, family relationships, and freedom. As students 
progress throughout the unit, they learn to closely 
analyze themes, characters, relationships, conflicts, and 
motivations during teacher Read-Alouds partner reading, 
and independent reading. They examine descriptive 
language, sensory details, figurative language, and 
other literary techniques, and make inferences about 
characters’ perspectives and relationships using 
textual evidence. Finally, students interpret the author’s 
message based on the themes identified in the novel.

Writing

This unit provides multiple opportunities for students 
to apply their narrative writing skills, including the 
use of descriptive language, sensory details, dialogue, 
and figurative language. In the second half of the unit, 
students brainstorm, plan, draft, revise, edit, publish, and 
present a culminating narrative of their own. Specifically, 
they craft a scene in first-person point of view using the 
characters from The Season of Styx Malone. Students 
also expand sentences by incorporating dependent 
clauses and using conjunctions, and they generate 
one-sentence summaries in response to prompts about 
the reading.

Instructional days18
Anchor Text: The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 510L

Overall Learning Outcomes
•	 Differentiate between first- and third-person point of view
•	 Infer characters’ motivations, conflicts, perspectives, and traits 

using textual evidence
•	 Analyze character relationships and explain how and why they 

change throughout a text
•	 Compare and contrast the experiences and perspectives of 

characters in a text
•	 Identify and analyze the meaning of figurative language, 

including similes, metaphors, imagery, hyperbole, and idioms
•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary
•	 Determine the meaning of unknown words using context from 

the text
•	 Identify themes and determine the message of a novel
•	 Write a narrative using first-person point of view, dialogue, 

descriptive language, figurative language, and sensory details
•	 Plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish a narrative writing piece 

using rubrics, checklists, and peer feedback

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas
•	 Novels often incorporate universal themes, such as friendship, 

trust, family relationships, and freedom.
•	 Readers can interpret an author’s message by analyzing a 

novel’s themes.
•	 By reading a text critically, students can analyze how and why 

characters—and people—have differing perspectives, and how 
this can impact their motivations and relationships.

•	 Authors use techniques such as figurative language, tone, 
foreshadowing, and sensory details to engage their readers.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.4
RL.4.6

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3d
W.4.3e
W.4.4
W.4.5
W.4.9a

SL.4.1
SL.4.1a
SL.4.1b
SL.4.1c
SL.4.1d
SL.4.3
SL.4.4
SL.4.6

L.4.1b
L.4.1d
L.4.1e
L.4.1f
L.4.2
L.4.3a
L.4.4

L.4.4a
L.4.5
L.4.5a
L.4.5b
L.4.6

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.4

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3c
W.4.3d

W.4.3e
W.4.4
W.4.5
W.4.9a

SL.4.1a
SL.4.1b
SL.4.1c
SL.4.1d

L.4.1b
L.4.1d
L.4.1e
L.3.4a
L.4.4a

L.4.5
L.4.5a
L.4.5b
L.4.6
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GRADE 4 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 8: Adventure on the 
High Seas: Treasure Island

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

This unit explores the fiction genre through a classic novel, 
Treasure Island. Students focus on character development, 
setting, plot, and other literary devices while reading an 
adapted version of Robert Louis Stevenson’s popular 
adventure story. They also trace the development of plot, 
characters, and literary elements over the course of the novel. 
Regarding grammar, students learn relative pronouns, the 
suffixes –ful and –less, and the root word bio. In addition, 
they continue working with modal auxiliary verbs and 
coordinating conjunctions.

Anchor Text: Treasure Island 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 770L

Writing

Students engage in an extended writing project using 
the various stages of the writing process. They outline 
their ideas for characters, a setting, and a plot, then write, 
publish, and share an original adventure story. Throughout 
these writing activities, students focus on character 
development, descriptive language, dialogue, and methods 
for revising and editing. Students generate declarative, 
imperative, interrogative, and exclamatory sentences, and 
they expand sentences by incorporating dependent clauses 
and conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Identify and properly use modal auxiliary verbs, relative 
pronouns, and coordinating conjunctions

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary

•	 Trace development of characters, setting, plot, and 
literary devices in a longer work of fiction

•	 Craft an adventure story using a story map to develop 
characters, a setting, and a plot

•	 Revise, edit, and publish a narrative writing piece using 
rubrics, checklists, and peer feedback

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The adapted version of Robert Louis Stevenson’s original 
novel Treasure Island, written in 1883, exposes students 
to a literary classic.

•	 Treasure Island has several themes, including greed, 
adventure, duplicity, and bravery.

•	 Identifying and applying key narrative writing 
skills—like developing a plot, characters, and other 
literary elements—enables readers to write their own 
original stories.

•	 Sailing, the primary form of long-distance travel during 
the 1800s, held many challenges, including disease, 
piracy, and difficulty with accurate navigation.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.9
RL.4.10
RF.4.3

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3c

W.4.3d
W.4.4
W.4.5
W.4.10

SL.4.1
SL.4.1b
SL.4.1c

L.4.1
L.4.1a
L.4.1c
L.4.1g
L.4.2
L.4.2c
L.4.2d

L.4.4
L.4.4b
L.4.4c
L.4.5
L.4.5a
L.4.5b
L.4.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.3
RF.4.3

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3c
W.4.3d

W.4.3e
W.4.4
W.4.5
W.4.10

SL.4.1
SL.4.1c

L.4.1
L.4.1a
L.4.1c
L.4.2

L.4.2c
L.4.4b
L.4.4c
L.4.5
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GRADE 4 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 8: Crafting Stories:  
A World of Tales

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

In this unit, students deepen their understanding of 
the elements of fictional narratives, including dialogue, 
narration, theme, characters, and plot structure. They 
summarize texts, explain the impact of figurative language, 
and compare and contrast themes. Students also study 
how authors use ambiguity and build suspense to engage 
their readers. Similarly, they explore and practice a variety 
of oral storytelling techniques used to captivate audiences.

Anchor Text: Crafting Stories: A World of Tales 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 860L

Writing

The lessons in this unit guide students through various 
writing experiences focused on a range of purposes. 
Specifically, students craft a series of literary analyses 
before reimagining, writing, and telling their own version of 
a traditional story. At the end of the unit, students present 
their stories during a Storytelling Open Mic, which allows 
them to integrate and apply their new oral storytelling skills. 
Students incorporate dependent clauses and appositives to 
expand sentences, and collaboratively generate one-sentence 
summaries about the texts they are reading.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Summarize stories

•	 Identify and discuss emerging themes in a text

•	 Describe character traits, reputations, and motivations

•	 Determine the meaning of unknown words

•	 Draw evidence from texts to support analysis

•	 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes in 
traditional stories

•	 Analyze the meaning of figurative language

•	 Analyze how authors build suspense

•	 Write a fictional narrative

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Storytelling is a timeless tradition that forms part of our 
shared world heritage.

•	 Traditional tales can be reimagined and retold in a variety 
of ways.

•	 Diverse texts from around the world often share similar 
themes and patterns of events.

•	 Authors use narrative writing techniques, such as 
descriptive language, onomatopoeia, figurative language, 
dialogue, and ambiguity, to captivate their audiences.

•	 Storytelling can be enhanced by certain oral 
and presentation skills that are designed to 
engage audiences.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.4
RL.4.9
RL.4.10

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3c
W.4.3d
W.4.3e

W.4.5
W.4.6
W.4.9a
W.4.10

SL.4.1
SL.4.1b
SL.4.2
SL.4.4

L.4.2
L.4.2c
L.4.4
L.4.4a
L.4.4b
L.4.5
L.4.5a

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.4.1
RL.4.2
RL.4.3
RL.4.4
RL.4.9
RL.4.10

W.4.3
W.4.3a
W.4.3b
W.4.3c
W.4.3d

W.4.3e
W.4.5
W.4.6
W.4.9a
W.4.10

SL.4.2 L.4.2
L.4.2c
L.4.4a
L.4.4b
L.4.5
L.4.5a
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GRADE 5 CHOICE UNITS

LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study:  
The Phantom Tollbooth

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

This unit focuses on the classic novel The Phantom Tollbooth 
by Norman Juster. The story follows Milo, a young boy who 
finds that a phantom tollbooth has suddenly appeared in 
his bedroom with a mysterious note. As students progress 
through the novel and the lessons, they read the text closely, 
learn to analyze characters and settings, and examine the 
use of language and themes. In particular, students analyze 
figurative language and other literary techniques; make 
inferences about characters, settings, plot development, and 
author’s craft; and interpret multiple-meaning words.

Writing

Students work on a culminating narrative using the writing 
tools they have identified and analyzed while reading. 
Through this assignment, students practice the mechanics 
and organization of narrative writing, such as introducing 
characters, the narrator, and the setting; incorporating 
dialogue; using transitional words and phrases; and writing 
a strong conclusion. Students practice expanding sentences 
using conjunctions and incorporating when, where, and why 
information from the reading.

Big Ideas

•	 The Phantom Tollbooth follows the story of a young boy 
named Milo who embarks on a fantastical journey to help 
restore the Kingdom of Wisdom.

•	 Each character’s name in The Phantom Tollbooth has 
both literal and figurative meanings.

•	 The Phantom Tollbooth is a fantasy novel that delves into 
themes such as wisdom, the importance of education, 
overcoming boredom, the importance of friendship, 
common sense, and the power of imagination.

•	 Through clever wordplay and puns, The Phantom 
Tollbooth narrative conveys deeper meanings and 
illustrates life lessons.

Anchor Text:: The Phantom Tollbooth by Norman Juster 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 1000L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Analyze an author’s word choice and language

•	 Read, interpret, and use idioms, homophones, multiple-
meaning words, and wordplay

•	 Analyze and make inferences about character traits

•	 Examine the relationship between setting and plot

•	 Analyze and apply the use of sensory language

•	 Draw evidence from a text to demonstrate 
comprehension and make inferences

•	 Use textual evidence to analyze character and 
plot development

•	 Use context clues to determine the meaning of words 
and make inferences

•	 Compare and contrast narrative elements using 
textual evidence

•	 Examine the use of dialogue in plot development

•	 Write a narrative with developed characters and clear 
plot sequence

•	 Unit Assessment

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.3
RL.5.4
RL.5.5

W.5.2
W.5.3a
W.5.3b
W.5.3d
W.5.3e
W.5.5

W.5.4
W.5.6
W.5.9
W.5.9a
W.5.10

SL.5.2
SL.5.4

L.5.4
L.5.5
L.5.5b
L.5.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.4

W.5.3
W.5.3a
W.5.3b
W.5.3c

W.5.3d
W.5.3e
W.5.5

L.5.4
L.5.5
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LITERATURE 

Unit 7: Novel Study:  
The Science of Breakable Things

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

Tae Keller’s novel The Science of Breakable Things follows 
Natalie, a seventh-grader striving to buy a rare Cobalt Blue 
Orchid for her mother with the prize money from an egg drop 
contest. Natalie perseveres through hard times, navigating 
family relationships, friendships, and failure as she learns the 
value of not giving up—and the difficult lesson that she can’t 
always protect the breakable things in her life. As students 
engage with Natalie’s story, they explore the techniques and 
structural elements authors use to create great works of 
literature. This novel study also offers students numerous 
opportunities to explore rich science content, such as botany 
and physics, while preparing them to write fictional narratives 
of their own. The unit develops students’ reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening competencies, with each lesson 
offering them a chance to practice standards-based skills 
through activities designed for engagement, differentiation, 
and collaboration.

Anchor Text: The Science of Breakable Things by Tae Keller 

Text Type: Literary | Lexile: 840L

Writing

Students write a narrative text—an alternative ending to the 
novel—using first-person point of view, dialogue, description, 
sensory details, and transitional words, phrases, and clauses. 
They also write cause and effect sentences, and expand 
sentences by using conjunctions.

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Make inferences about a novel’s characters, their 
perspectives, and their relationships using evidence from 
the text

•	 Analyze how and why characters and their relationships 
change throughout a text

•	 Analyze and draw conclusions about the structure of 
a novel

•	 Demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary in a text

•	 Compare and contrast the experiences, traits, and 
perspectives of characters in a text

•	 Analyze how the narrator’s point of view impacts how 
events are described in a text

•	 Summarize a text using one-sentence summaries and 
sentence expansion activities

•	 Identify and determine the meaning of figurative 
language in a text

•	 Write, edit, revise, and publish a narrative writing piece 
using rubrics, checklists, and peer feedback

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Novels provide readers a reflection of the challenges and 
triumphs they might experience in their own families, 
friendships, and personal lives.

•	 Authors use techniques such as dialogue, descriptive 
words, and character development to captivate readers.

•	 Authors often choose a specific narrative structure to 
engage readers and emphasize the themes of their story.

•	 Fiction can offer opportunities to learn about nonfiction 
topics, such as science and history.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.3
RL.5.4
RL.5.5
RL.5.6
RL.5.7

W.5.2
W.5.3
W.5.3a
W.5.3b

W.5.3c
W.5.3d
W.5.3e
W.5.5

SL.5.1
SL.5.1a
SL.5.2

L.5.2
L.5.2b
L.5.3a
L.5.4

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.3
RL.5.4
RL.5.5
RL.5.7

W.5.2
W.5.3
W.5.3a
W.5.3b

W.5.3c
W.5.3d
W.5.3e
W.5.5

L.5.2b
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GRADE 5 CHOICE UNITS

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Unit 8: Arts and Culture:  
The Renaissance

Instructional days19

Unit Summary

This unit provides broad exposure to Renaissance art and 
literature through the works of renowned masters such 
as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Donatello, 
Brunelleschi, Botticelli, Bruegel, Dürer, Van Eyck, Machiavelli, 
Castiglione, Cervantes, and Shakespeare. Students learn 
that the Renaissance was a cultural movement that began in 
Italy, swept through Europe, and resulted in increased trade 
between European countries.

Writing

Students use a graphic organizer to plan and gather 
information in order to write an informative paragraph. 
Specifically, they use the writing process and at least two 
sources to craft a multi-paragraph biography about a 
famous Renaissance artist. Students also expand sentences 
by adding in information from Read-Alouds, answering 
questions, and incorporating conjunctions.

Anchor Text: Patrons, Artists, and Scholars 

Text Type: Informational | Lexile: 980L

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Develop an understanding of reading for a purpose  
(e.g., gist, explanation, details, inferences)

•	 Write an informational paragraph

•	 Review note-taking techniques for informational texts

•	 Develop an understanding of prepositional phrases and 
correlative conjunctions

•	 Study the root word serv and prefixes im–, ex–, and in–

•	 Review past tense verbs and recognize improper use of 
verb tenses

•	 Create a biography about a famous Renaissance artist 
using at least two sources

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 The Renaissance was a cultural movement that began in 
Italy and swept through Europe.

•	 During the Renaissance, merchants and businessmen 
supported artists as patrons.

•	 Renaissance scholars, philosophers, and artists turned to 
works of ancient Greeks and Romans for inspiration.

•	 The art and literature of renowned Renaissance masters 
still resonate today.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.5.1
RI.5.2
RI.5.3
RI.5.4
RI.5.8
RI.5.9
RF.5.3a

W.5.2a
W.5.2b
W.5.2c
W.5.3
W.5.7
W.5.8

SL.5.2 L.5.1a
L.5.1c
L.5.1d
L.5.1e
L.5.2
L.5.2e

L.5.3a
L.5.4
L.5.4b
L.5.5b
L.5.5c

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RI.5.1
RI.5.2
RI.5.3
RI.5.8
RI.5.9
RF.5.3a

W.5.2a
W.5.2b
W.5.2c
W.5.5
W.5.8

L.5.1a
L.5.1c
L.5.1d
L.5.1e
L.5.2
L.5.2e
L.5.4b
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LITERATURE 

Unit 8: Through the Forest:  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Instructional days18

Unit Summary

The Through the Forest: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
unit is an immersive Quest where students engage 
with Shakespeare’s comedy as both literature and a 
performance text. Throughout the unit, students read, 
write, act, direct, design, and watch scenes, focusing on 
character actions, traits, and Shakespeare’s language. 
Through close reading, narrative writing, and theater 
activities, they enhance their understanding of the play and 
develop skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Writing

Students employ both creative and analytical skills 
by taking on the role of “Dear Course Smoother,” an 
advice columnist offering guidance to characters facing 
challenging situations. Additionally, they write from 
the perspectives of characters or artists involved in 
the play’s production, enhancing their narrative writing 
abilities while engaging with the text. They also craft 
one-sentence summaries, practice sentence combining, 
and create declarative, interrogative, imperative, and 
exclamatory sentences.

Anchor Text: William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Text Type: Literary | Lexile: n/a due to poetry/verse

Overall Learning Outcomes

•	 Identify poetic devices such as iambic pentameter to 
understand Shakespearean language

•	 Engage with, and make sense of, complex text 
and vocabulary

•	 Develop an understanding of tone, stress, and actions 
when reading and performing a dramatic piece

•	 Complete character analysis from the perspective of 
each character’s actions and desires

•	 Write narrative paragraphs from the perspective of 
characters using inference and evidence from the text

•	 Identify and use correlative conjunctions

•	 Unit Assessment

Big Ideas

•	 Shakespeare’s grasp of human nature keeps his plays 
relevant today.

•	 Deciphering Shakespeare’s language offers students a 
rewarding interpretive experience.

•	 Shakespeare’s plays have influenced many 
contemporary sayings and words.

•	 Students deepen their understanding of drama by acting, 
designing, and directing.

Standards Instructed

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.3
RL.5.10
RI.5.1

W.5.3
W.5.3b
W.5.3d

SL.5.1
SL.5.1a
SL.5.4

L.5.1c
L.5.1e
L.5.4
L.5.3a
L.5.3b

Standards Assessed in Formative Assessments

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language

RL.5.1
RL.5.2
RL.5.3
RL.5.10
RI.5.1

W.5.3
W.5.3b

SL.5.1
SL.5.4

L.5.1e
L.5.3.b
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Choice Unit Selection

Amplify CKLA 3rd Edition Knowledge Units 

Grades K–2 Domain Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

Fixed Core Units
1

Star Light, Star Bright: 

Nursery Rhymes and Fables

The Moral of the Story: Fables 

and Tales

Fortunes and Feats: Fairy 

Tales and Tall Tales

2
See, Hear, Smell, Taste Touch: 

The Five Senses

From Nose to Toes: How Your 

Body Works

The Birthplace of Democracy: 

Ancient Greece

3
Underdogs and 

Heroes: Stories

Common Threads: Different 

Lands, Similar Stories

Legends and Heroes: 

Greek Myths

4 See How They Grow: Plants
Reach for the Stars: 

Astronomy 
Our Planet: Cycles in Nature 

5 Moo, Cluck, Oink: Farms
Charting the World: 

Geography 

Butterflies, Bees, and Beetles: 

Insects 

6
Deep Roots: Introduction to 

Native American Cultures

A World of Homes: Animals 

and Habitats

A House Divided:  

The American Civil War

7
All Around the 

World: Geography

A New Nation: American  

Independence
Sounds and Stanzas: Poetry 

Choice Units

8

Royal Tales:  
Monarchs

Once Upon a Time: 
Fairy Tales

Making a Difference: 
Creating Change

National Icons: 
Presidents and 
American Symbols

Our Planet: The 
History of the Earth

Journeys to America:  
Immigration

9

Our Planet: Taking 
Care of the Earth

From Babylon to 
the Nile: Early 
World Civilizations

Building Blocks: All 
About Nutrition

Rain and Rainbows: 
Seasons and Weather

Early Americas: Maya, 
Aztec, and Inca

Early Asian 
Civilizations: India 
and China

Fixed Research Units
10

Shaped by Nature: Art and 

the World Around Us

Adventure Stories: Tales 

from the Edge

Taking Flight: The Age 

of Aviation
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Choice Unit Selection

Amplify CKLA 3rd Edition Knowledge Units 

Grades 3–5 Domain Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Fixed Core Units
1

Timeless Tales: 

Classic Stories

My Story, My Voice: 

Personal Narratives

In My Own Words: 

Personal Narrative

2
Fur, Fins, and Feathers: 

Animal Classification

Knights and Castles: Europe’s 

Middle Ages

Early Americas: Maya, Aztec, 

and Inca

3 Rhythm and Rhyme: Poetry Meaning and Metaphor: Poetry Visions in Verse: Poetry

4 Rise and Fall: Ancient Rome Eureka! Student Inventor A Knight’s Tale: Don Quixote

5
Our Solar System and 

Beyond: Astronomy
Our Planet: Geology

The Deep Blue 

World: Oceans

6
Regions and Cultures: 

Native Americans

Road to Independence: The 

American Revolution

Cultures and Histories: 

Native Americans

Choice Units

7

Novel Study:  
Charlotte’s Web 

Novel Study: From the 
Mixed Up Files of Mrs. 
Basil E. Frankweiler

Novel Study:  
The Phantom 

Tollbooth 

Novel Study: Stella 
Díaz Has Something 
to Say

Novel Study: The 
Season of Styx Malone

Novel Study: 
The Science of 
Breakable Things

8

Systems and Senses: 

The Human Body

Adventure on the High 

Seas: Treasure Island

Arts and Culture: 
The Renaissance

From Glow to Echo: 

Light and Sound

Crafting Stories:  

A World of Tales

Through the Forest: 
A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

Fixed Research Units
9

From Blues to Bebop: All 

That Jazz

Inspiration and Ingenuity: 

American Innovation

Building Up the World: 

Global Architecture

My choices are final: Yes No

Name Date

Signature
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