












To better understand the events that led to the American 
Revolution, we will have to travel back in time to the years between 
1754 and 1763, when the British fought against the French in a different 
war on North American soil. 

This war, known as the French and Indian War, was part of a larger 
struggle in other countries for power and wealth. In this conflict, the 
British fought the French for control of land in North America.

During the French and Indian War, many Native Americans 
chose sides. Some fought with the British, while others fought with the 
French. Battles were won and lost on both sides. However, as is often 
the case in war, there is a turning point. In this war, it was a battle 
fought in a part of Canada controlled by the French.

In 1759, British soldiers sailed up the St. Lawrence River and 
attacked the French city of Québec. The British were victorious in the 
Battle of Québec and then went on to take Montréal the next year. 
Montréal’s fall signaled the end of large battles between the French and 
British in North America. Sporadic fighting continued until 1763, when 
the Treaty of Paris finally ended the French and Indian War. 

Chapter 1

Bills to Pay
THE BIG QUESTION
Why did the British 
government tax the 
colonists, and why did 
that make the colonists 
angry?
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In the treaty, France agreed to give up almost all of the land it had 
claimed in North America. The French handed over control of this land 
to Great Britain. However, with new land came new responsibilities and 
financial burdens. 
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Taxes
The British government had borrowed a lot of money to fight this 

war. A lot of that money had been spent on protecting the colonists from 
the French and their Native American allies. All of the money had to be 
paid back, and the British government felt that the colonists should pay 
their share. In addition, more money was continually needed to protect 
the colonies as well as the newly acquired land.

To raise the needed funds, the British 
government imposed new taxes, including several 
that would have to be paid by the colonists. 
In 1765, King George III and his government 
proposed the Stamp Act.

The Stamp Act was a tax on printed materials. 
Colonists were required to buy stamps when they 
bought printed items such as newspapers, pamphlets, 
even playing cards. These were not gummed stamps, 
but rather impressions imprinted or embossed on paper. Many people were 
upset about the Stamp Act. They thought it was unfair that the king and 
his government in London were making decisions about taxes the colonists 
had to pay, while the colonists had no say in the matter.

The British government had generally allowed the colonies to 
raise taxes themselves. For example, if the government of Virginia 
needed money, an assembly of representatives from different parts of 
Virginia would meet. This assembly was called the House of Burgesses. 
Members of the House of Burgesses would determine the best way to 
raise money. They would propose taxes, and they would vote. If many 
representatives thought the taxes were unfair, they would not vote for 
them and, therefore, the taxes would not be approved. Because the 
House of Burgesses included representatives from different parts of 
Virginia, most everyone felt the process was fair.

Stamps were imprinted 
or embossed on paper.
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The British Parliament made decisions 
on laws and taxes, including those that 
affected the colonies.
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A Leader Emerges
George Washington fought in the French and Indian War 

alongside the British. He served as a major and led a group of militia 
against the French in the Ohio River Valley. As a result of a successful 
mission against a French scouting party, Washington was promoted 
to colonel. He became the commander of a group of soldiers from 
Virginia and North Carolina. Although his next mission was not as 
successful, Washington had made a name for himself as a valiant 
leader. In 1755, he became the commander of all the Virginia 
militiamen. He was elected to the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1758.

George Washington
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Tea was a popular drink in the colonies, just as it was in Great 
Britain. However, many people decided they would not buy British tea 
if they had to pay an unfair tax. And they thought the new tax on tea 
was every bit as unfair as the old tax on paper. After all, the new tax had 
been approved by the same British Parliament in London, and there 
were still no representatives from the 13 colonies there.

Suddenly, deciding to take a sip of tea meant something more 
than just having a drink. If you bought British tea, you were paying a 
tax, and, indirectly, you were agreeing that Parliament had the right 
to tax the colonies. On the other hand, if you refused to buy British 
tea, you were making a statement of a different kind: you were saying 
that you did not approve of—and would not accept—taxation without 
representation. 

Colonists who were angry about the new tax agreed not to buy 
British tea. But they didn’t stop there. They also visited inns and other 
places that sold tea and asked the owners to stop selling it. Many 
establishments agreed to boycott British tea. 

Teapot celebrating the 
repeal of the Stamp Act
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The World’s Largest Tea Party
In December 1773, there was another incident in Boston. Three 

ships loaded with tea were docked in Boston Harbor. The captains had 
orders to unload the tea so it could be sold in Boston. 

 The Sons of Liberty refused to let this happen. They had spent a 
lot of time convincing the people of Boston not to buy or sell British tea. 
There was no way they were going to let the captains unload all that tea. 
The Sons of Liberty demanded the captains raise anchor and sail away. 

The captains weren’t sure what to do, so they did not do anything. 
The ships sat in the harbor until the Sons of Liberty finally decided 
to get rid of the tea once and for all. Dressed as Native Americans, 
they and other members of the patriot movement boarded the ships 
and threw the tea into Boston Harbor. They dumped approximately 
340 chests of tea—worth hundreds of thousands of dollars in today’s 
money—into the Atlantic Ocean. Later, this act of protest came to be 
known as the Boston Tea Party.
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When news of the Boston Tea Party reached Great Britain in 1774, 
many people were shocked. Many members of the British government 
were furious. They made a decision to punish the people of Boston.

Over the next few months, Parliament approved a series of new 
laws. The Boston Port Act declared that Boston Harbor would remain 
closed until the colonists paid for the tea that had been destroyed. No 
ships were allowed to enter or leave without British permission.

Chapter 3

The Fight Begins
THE BIG QUESTION
What was the 
Revolutionary War, and 
what were the causes 
that led to it?
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The people of Massachusetts were very angry about these new 
laws. How could they make a living if goods could not be shipped in 
or out of Boston? How would they get a fair trial if they were sent to 
faraway courts? And how could they trust the government if all of the 
top officials were selected by the king? The Bostonians called these new 
laws the Intolerable Acts. They would not stand for them!

News did not travel fast back then. People did not have television, 
cell phones, or e-mail. But when people in other colonies heard about 
the events unfolding in Massachusetts, they became alarmed. Some 
were angry, too. They thought the same could happen to them! Twelve 
of the 13 colonies decided to send representatives to a meeting in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, known as the First Continental Congress. 
The First Continental Congress met in September 1774. Of the 13 
 colonies, only Georgia did not attend.
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Battle of Lexington
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John Ward Dunsmore, Bunker Hill (Fight at Rail Fence)
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A Little Common Sense
One man who may have done more 

than anyone else to convince people to 
declare independence was Thomas 
Paine. Paine was an Englishman who 
had moved to Philadelphia only a 
few months earlier at the suggestion 
of Benjamin Franklin. Franklin 
thought Paine could help the patriot 
movement. Thomas Paine wrote a 
pamphlet called Common Sense. It 
was published in January 1776, while the 
Second Continental Congress was meeting. 

Paine believed that monarchy was a foolish way to run a country. 
“Mankind being originally equals in the order of creation,” Paine wrote; 
so how could any one man claim the right to rule over millions?

Paine argued that the colonies should separate from Great Britain 
and form a republic—a government made up of elected representatives. 
He told his new countrymen they had an amazing opportunity—they 
could cast off government by kings and replace it with something 
much, much better:

Thomas Paine

“[W]e have every opportunity and every 
encouragement before us, to form the noblest, purest 
constitution on the face of the earth. We have it in our 
power to begin the world over again. . . . The birthday of a 
new world is at hand. . . . [F]or God’s sake, let us come to a 
final separation.” 

—Thomas Paine
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The Beginning of the End
In August 1781, Cornwallis and his men camped at Yorktown, at 

the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, in Virginia. They were waiting for 
reinforcements and supplies.

While Cornwallis was setting up camp at Yorktown, Washington 
was meeting with several French generals outside New York City. 
The French had sent thousands of troops to assist Washington. Now 
Washington and the French generals had to decide how to best utilize 
these new troops. Should they attack the British in New York City, or 
should they head south and attack Cornwallis in Virginia? 

Eventually they decided to march the main Continental Army and 
most of the French troops south to Virginia and try to trap Cornwallis. 
But Washington was crafty. He sent out fake messages to make the 
British think he was actually going to attack New York. The British were 
fooled by the messages. 
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John Trumbull, Surrender of Lord Cornwallis
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Every war has its heroes and villains. The Revolutionary War was 
no exception. As the war progressed, a sense of patriotism grew. Many 
colonists were determined to stand up and fight for their country. 

One of the greatest heroes on the colonists’ side was George 
Washington. Washington was commander-in-chief of the Continental 
Army throughout the war. He took over not long after the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord in 1775, fighting the British in New York and 
New Jersey. He survived the dreadful winter of 1777 to 1778 at Valley 
Forge. He was still in command when the Continental Army won the 
decisive victory at Yorktown in 1781. 

Chapter 7

Heroes and  
Villains

THE BIG QUESTION
In what different ways 
did individuals prove 
to be heroes of the 
American Revolution?
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He loved to pass long winter evenings with the farmers’ wives as 
they sat spinning by the fire. He listened with interest to their tales of 
ghosts and goblins—and of the headless horseman. But the cost of the 
pleasure in all this was the terror of his walk home. What fearful shapes 

and shadows jumped across his 
path! How often did he 

dread to look over his 
shoulder, for fear of 

catching a glimpse 
of some ghostly 
being close 
behind him!

Katrina Van 
Tassel, the only 

child of a rich farmer, 
found favor in lchabod’s 

eyes—not merely for her beauty 
but for her vast inheritance. Her father was a thriving farmer, and his 
barn was filled with the fruits of his labor. Sleek porkers grunted in their 
pens. Regiments of turkeys went gobbling through the farmyard. The 
teacher’s mouth watered as he pictured every pig roasted with an apple in 
its mouth and every turkey wearing a necklace of savory sausages. As he 
cast his eyes upon the trees laden with fruit, and considered the obvious 
wealth that surrounded him, he became determined to win the affections 
of the farmer’s daughter. 

However, he was not the only suitor. The most formidable of all 
was a local hero known as Brom Bones. He was a burly young fellow, 
famous for his horsemanship and always ready for a fight or some 
fun. Whenever a crazy prank occurred in the neighborhood, people 
whispered that Brom Bones must be at the bottom of it. 
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About the Author
Washington Irving, the 

author of “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow,” was one 
of the first American 
writers to attract 
attention in Europe. 
He is perhaps best 
known as a writer of 
short stories. However, 
he wrote an extensive 
biography of George 
Washington, and he served as 
a U.S. ambassador to Spain. 

The next morning Ichabod’s old horse was found grazing near the 
home where Ichabod had been staying. The pupils assembled at the 
schoolhouse, but no schoolmaster arrived. By the riverbank they found 
the hat of poor Ichabod and, close beside it, a shattered pumpkin. 

There was much gossip and speculation about the disappearance 
of Ichabod Crane. Some said he had been carried off by the headless 
horseman. Others said that he had simply left in humiliation because 
he did not convince Katrina to be his wife. Shortly after Ichabod’s 
disappearance, Brom Bones triumphantly married Katrina. Whenever 
the story of Ichabod was told, Bones looked exceedingly knowing. The 
old country wives, however, maintain to this day that Ichabod was 
spirited away. It is said that one may still hear his voice humming a tune 
among the solitude of Sleepy Hollow.

Washington Irving (1783–1859)
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Rip used to console himself, when driven from home, with the company of a group of 
other men who met on a bench in front of an inn.
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village that he had never seen before, with unfamiliar names over the 
doors. He began to wonder whether both he and the world around him 
were bewitched.

With some difficulty he found his own house. The roof had fallen 
in and the door was off its hinges. He entered and called for his wife 
and children, but all was silent. He spotted a dog that looked like his 
own and called out to him, but the dog snarled and showed his teeth. 
“My own dog has forgotten me,” sighed poor Rip. 

He hurried to the village inn. Before it now hung a flag with stars 
and stripes. He spotted the face of King George on the sign, but now 
his red coat was blue, his head wore a cocked hat, and underneath the 
figure was printed GENERAL WASHINGTON. There was a crowd of 
people around the door, but none that Rip knew. He inquired, “Where’s 
Nicholas Vedder?” 

A troop of children ran at his heels, hooting after him and pointing at his gray beard.
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There was silence. Then an old man replied, “Nicholas Vedder? 
Why he is dead and gone these eighteen years!” 

“Where’s Van Bummel, the schoolmaster?” asked Rip.

“He went off to the wars and is now in Congress,” the old man 
answered.

Rip’s heart sank at hearing of these sad changes. “I’m not myself,” 
he said sadly. “I was myself last night, but I fell asleep. Now everything 
has changed, and I can’t tell who I am!”

“I was myself last night, but I fell asleep. Now everything has changed, and I can’t tell 
who I am!”
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The bystanders looked at each other in puzzlement. Then a young 
woman pressed through the throng. She had a child in her arms, which, 
frightened by the gray-bearded man’s looks, began to cry. “Hush, Rip,” 
she murmured. “The old man won’t hurt you.” 

The name of the child and the air of the mother awakened long-
ago memories in Rip’s mind. He caught the mother in his arms and 
said, “I am your father—young Rip Van Winkle once—old Rip Van 
Winkle now! Does nobody know poor Rip Van Winkle?” 

All stood amazed for a while. Then an old woman exclaimed, “Sure 
enough! It is Rip Van Winkle! Welcome home again, old neighbor! 
Why, where have you been these twenty years?” 

Rip’s story was soon told, for the whole twenty years had been 
to him but one night. Many were skeptical, but an old man who 
was well-versed in the local traditions confirmed his story in the 
most satisfactory manner. He assured the company that the Catskill 
Mountains had always been haunted by strange beings, and that his 
own father had once seen these odd little men playing ninepins in the 
hollow of the mountain.

Rip’s daughter took him home to live with her. (Her mother had 
died some years before.) Having arrived at that happy age when a man 
can retire and rest, Rip took his place once more on the bench at the 
inn and was revered as one of the wise, old men of the village. He used 
to tell his story to every stranger that arrived. Some doubted the truth 
of it, but the old villagers gave Rip full credit. 

Even to this day, whenever a thunderstorm blows in, they say that 
the odd little men are at their game of ninepins; and it is a common 
wish of all henpecked husbands in the neighborhood, when life hangs 
heavy on their hands, that they might take themselves up into the 
Catskill Mountains in search of an adventure. 
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“Gentlemen, welcome to the Third Continental Artillery 
Regiment, under the command of Colonel Crane! I am Sergeant 
Campbell. You are here to learn to fire a six-pound field cannon, like 
the one you see before you.

“This cannon is not like the musket your father taught you to fire 
back on the farm. It fires a six-pound cannonball and has a maximum 
range of 2,000 yards, or a little more than a mile! But, if you want to fire 
with accuracy, you will want to select a target that is no more than 1,000 
yards away. 

“This cannon has wheels on it, so it can be wheeled around on the 
battlefield. That is why we call it a field cannon,” explained the sergeant.

“To fire this weapon you will need to work together, in teams of 
seven. Each of you will have a job, and I will explain what you must do. 
Are you ready to master the weapon?”

Enrichment

Artillery Training
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Glossary
A
abound, v. to be present in large quantities (abounds)

abstain, v. to choose not to vote (abstained)

accurate, adj. without mistakes; having the right facts

ambassador, n. the person who represents the government of  
his or her country in another country (ambassadors)

ammunition, n. bullets, shells, and other objects used as weapons  
shot from guns

assembly, n. people who gather to write laws for a government  
or organization (assemblies)

B
bayonet, n. a sharp piece of metal attached to the muzzle of a  
musket (bayonets)

belfry, n. a bell tower at the top of a church

bewitching, adj. charming, captivating, or enchanting

bleak, adj. depressing, grim, bad

boycott, v. to protest something by refusing to buy, use, or participate

breeches, n. pants that cover the hips down to just below the knee

burden, n. something that is heavy or difficult to accept (burdens)

burly, adj. strong and heavy
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C
casualty, n. a person killed or injured during battle (casualties)

charge, n. the amount of explosive material needed to cause a blast

conflict, n. a fight or struggle for power or authority

confront, v. to challenge or fight against

console, v. to comfort or try to make someone feel better and less sad

convoy, n. a group of ships traveling together for safety

D
decisive, adj. important; without any doubt

declaration, n. an official statement of something

defiant, adj. refusing to obey

dread, v. to look ahead to the future with great fear

E
eliminate, v. to get rid of something (eliminated)

engraving, n. a design or lettering made by cutting into the surface  
of wood, stone, or metal

enlist, v. to volunteer for military service (enlisted)

export, v. to send out a product to another country to be sold 
(exporting)
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F
fleet, n. a group of military ships that sail under the same commander

foil, v. to prevent someone from doing something or achieving  
a goal (foiled)

foraging, adj. for the purpose of searching for something,  
usually food or supplies

formidable, adj. extremely powerful; worthy of respect

fortify, v. to make a place safe from attack by building defenses  
(walls, trenches, etc.) (fortified)

front, n. the place where fighting happens in a war (fronts)

G
grievance, n. a complaint resulting from being treated unfairly;  
a reason for complaining about a situation (grievances)

H
heed, v. to respect and follow advice or instructions (heeded)

henpecked, adj. used to describe a man who is constantly controlled 
and criticized by his wife

hero, n. a person who is respected for bravery or good qualities 
(heroes, heroism)

heroine, n. a woman who is respected for bravery or good qualities 
(heroines)
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petition, n. a document people sign to show their agreement or 
disagreement with something (petitions)

proclamation, n. a public announcement made by a person or 
government

provoke, v. to cause something to happen; to bring out anger in  
a person or people (provoked)

R
range, n. a specified distance

rebel, n. a person who fights against a government (rebels)

recruit, v. to search for people to join a group or organization  
(e.g., the army)

regiment, n. a military unit formed by multiple groups of soldiers

reinforce, v. to make a group more effective by adding more people  
or supplies (reinforced)

repeal, v. to undo or withdraw a law (repealed)

retreat, v. to move back or away from danger or attack (retreated)

revere, v. to respect or honor (revered)

revolutionary, adj. leading to, or relating to, a complete change

S
score, n. another term for 20; a group of 20 things (scores)

skeptical, adj. doubtful

skirmish, n. a short, unplanned fight in a war (skirmishes)

so-called, adj. implying the name or description of something or 
someone may be inaccurate
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