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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
1.2

Vocabulary for “Earth’s Changing Surface”

1.	 catastrophe, n. a terrible, sudden event (catastrophes) (2)

2.	 erupt, v. to send out rock, lava, and ash in a sudden explosion  
(erupted, n. eruption) (2)

3.	 observation, n. 1. the act of paying careful attention to gather information; 2. a 
statement based on paying careful attention to something (observations) (4)

4.	 evidence, n. proof; information and facts that are helpful in forming a conclusion or 
supporting an idea (4)

5.	 fossil, n. the preserved remains of things that lived long ago (fossils) (4)

6.	 geologist, n. a scientist who studies the makeup of the earth and the forces and 
processes that shape and change it (geologists) (6)

7.	 climate, n. the average weather conditions of a particular area (7)

8.	 conclude, v. to decide something or form an opinion based on information you have 
(concluded, n. conclusion) (7)

9.	 dense, adj. thick or heavy (denser) (8)

10.	 hypothesis, n. an idea that has been suggested and may be true but has not yet been 
proven (9)

11.	 continental dri�, n. a process in which continents slowly move over time on the 
surface of the earth (9)
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Word(s) from the Chapter Pronunciation Page

Shen Kua /shen/ /kwә/ 5

Pangaea /pan*jee*ә/ 9
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME1.6
CONTINUED

fossil, n. the preserved remains of things that 
lived long ago (fossils) 

foundation, n. the basis of something, the 
support upon which something else is built 
(foundations)

G
geologist, n. a scientist who studies the makeup 
of the earth and the forces and processes that 
shape and change it (geologists) 

*geyser, n. an underground hot spring that 
periodically erupts, shooting hot water and steam 
into the air (geysers) 

granite, n. a common igneous rock that forms 
from magma that cooled within Earth’s crust 

H
heave, v. 1. to move up and down over and over; 
2. to lift, pull, push, or throw with a lot of effort

hoodoo, n. the tallest kind of pinnacle (hoodoos)

hotspot, n. a very hot region deep within Earth’s 
mantle where a huge magma chamber forms 
(hotspots)

hot spring, n. a naturally flowing source of hot 
water (hot springs)

hydrothermal vent, n. a deep-sea geyser that 
forms as seawater sinks down through cracks in 
the oceanic crust and then releases extremely hot, 
mineral-rich water back up through cracks in the 
crust (hydrothermal vents)

hypothesis, n. an idea that has been suggested 
and may be true but has not yet been proven

I
*ice wedging, n. a process in which water 
alternately freezes and thaws and breaks rocks 
apart

*igneous rock, n. rock that forms when magma 
cools and solidifies (igneous rocks) 

*inner core, n. Earth’s deepest layer, made of very 
hot, solid metal 

L
lava, n. red-hot melted rock that has erupted 
above Earth’s crust from deep underground 

*limestone, n. a sedimentary rock often packed 
with the fossilized skeletons and shells of tiny 
ocean creatures that is commonly used for 
building 

litter, v. to scatter in disorder (littered)

lofty, adj. high up

M
magma, n. melted rock in Earth’s mantle

magnitude, n. an earthquake’s strength 

*mantle, n. Earth’s largest and thickest layer that 
consists of very hot, very dense rock 

*metamorphic rock, n. rock that forms when 
minerals in igneous, sedimentary, or older 
metamorphic rocks are changed due to extreme 
heat and pressure (metamorphic rocks) 

mineral, n. a solid, nonliving substance found in 
the earth that makes up rocks (minerals) 

moai, n. statues on Easter Island carved from tuff 
in the shape of partial human figures with large 
heads, high cheekbones, and heavy brows
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME1.6
CONTINUED

*seismogram, n. the record a seismograph makes, 
showing seismic waves as jagged up-and-down lines 

*seismograph, n. an instrument used to track 
seismic waves traveling through the earth 
(seismographs) 

sensor, n. an instrument that detects and 
measures changes, and then sends information to 
a controlling device (sensors)

sheer, adj. very steep, almost straight up and 
down 

sheet, n. a broad stretch of something (sheets)

silt, n. very small sediments deposited by water 

solidify, v. to make or become hard or solid 
(solidifies)

state, n. the condition of being a solid, liquid, or 
gas 

strong-willed, adj. determined to do what you 
want even if other people tell you not to  

*subduction, n. a process in which a heavier 
oceanic plate slides under a lighter continental 
plate

subduction zone, n. the place where one tectonic 
plate is sliding beneath another tectonic plate 
(subduction zones) 

submersible, n. a small vehicle that can travel 
deep under water for research (submersibles)

surge, v. to move forward quickly, suddenly, and 
with force (surges)

T
texture, n. the size, shape, and sorting of mineral 
grains in rocks

theory, n. an explanation for why something 
happens based on evidence 

trigger, v. to cause something to start or happen 
(triggered) 

tsunami, n. a gigantic wave of seawater caused by 
an earthquake in oceanic crust (tsunamis) 

tuff, n. a type of volcanic rock formed from 
hardened volcanic ash

U
ultimately, adv. finally; at the end of a process 

underlie, v. to be located under something 
(underlies)

undertaking, n. something that someone takes 
on as a task or duty 

V
volcano, n. a hill or mountain that forms over 
a crack in Earth’s crust from which lava erupts 
(volcanoes) 

W
*weather, v. to break down into smaller pieces 
(n. weathering) 
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8.	 233 Broadway 
New York NY 10007

9.	 Her graduation date is scheduled for May 24 2016.

Write a sentence that includes a date or items in a series. Be sure to use correct capitalization 
and punctuation.

Write an address. Be sure to use correct capitalization and punctuation.

Challenge: Write a sentence that includes at least two of the following:

a date a city and state items in a series
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME2.3

-ly: Suffix Meaning “in a        way”
Write the correct word to complete each sentence.

easy easily loud

careful carefully temporary

speedy accidentally temporarily

1.	 Even though his stay was only 
                

, I got really attached to the 
neighbor's dog staying with us for a week while his owners were on vacation.

2.	 Amber’s dad 
                

 put his co�ee in her thermos instead of his 
thermos.

3.	 I was 
                

 not to wake up the baby while he was sleeping, so I 
listened to music quietly through headphones instead of speakers.

4.	 According to the continental dri� hypothesis, continents move very slowly, which is 
de�nitely not a(n) 

                
 process.

5.	 �e buzzer on my alarm clock is so 
                

 that it wakes up everyone 
in the house.

6.	 �e ground 
                

 shakes during an earthquake, as seismic waves 
travel through Earth’s crust and its interior. 
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME3.1
CONTINUED

tectonic plates. Tectonic plates fit tightly together. They aren’t fixed in 
place though; they can move. They move because of heat and pressure 
in the mantle. As the material in the mantle slowly moves, it exerts 
enormous pressure on the overlying plates. All that pressure forces the 
plates to move as well—very, very slowly. 

Earth’s tectonic plates have been slowly moving and interacting for 
billions of years. They interact mostly along their edges, or boundaries. 
Plate boundaries are where two or more tectonic plates meet. 

19

Eurasian Plate

Philippine 
Sea Plate

Indo-Australian Plate

Arabian 
Plate

African Plate

Pacific Plate
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20

A Matter of Time
At some boundaries, tectonic plates are 

moving apart. As the plates separate, molten rock 
flows up from the mantle into the space between 
them, creating new crust. Mid-ocean ridges are an 
example of this type of plate interaction. Tectonic 
plates along the mid-ocean ridge in the Atlantic 
Ocean are moving apart at a rate of about 0.8 to 2 inches per year. 
That may not seem like much, but it adds up. Two hundred million 
years ago, the landmasses of North America and Europe were joined. 
So were South America and Africa. Thanks to separating plates, these 
continents now lie on opposite sides of a vast ocean.

At other plate boundaries, tectonic plates 
are colliding, or crashing together. In some 
places, colliding plates slowly crash into 
each other. The crust at their edges gradually 
crumples and is pushed higher and higher, 
creating mountains. In other places, one of 
the colliding plates slides under the other. 

Two plates are colliding this way along the western coast of South 
America. A heavier oceanic plate is sliding under a lighter continental 
plate. Scientists call this process subduction. Subduction has created 
a deep ocean trench off the coast of Chile and Peru. It has also had a 
role in creating the towering Andes Mountains along the western edge 
of South America. Similar plate interactions have 
formed mountain ranges throughout Earth’s long 
history.

Finally, tectonic plates slide sideways past one 
another. It’s never a smooth process. Plate edges 
press together hard. They often get stuck while the 

Tectonic plates move apart.

Tectonic plates collide.

Tectonic plates slide sideways 
past one another.
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1.	 According to the excerpt, what does the theory of plate tectonics explain?

2.	 �e last sentence of the excerpt states, “In fact, one of the easiest ways to locate plate 
boundaries is to determine where earthquakes are occurring!” How does the image 
on the page support this statement?
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3.	 items in a series
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4.	 List one way in which the seismograph and the Richter scale are di�erent.  
List one way in which they are similar.

Di�erent:

Similar: 

Page(s)

5.	 Write two or three sentences that include one fact about a tsunami and at least two 
descriptive words from the text.

Page(s)
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
5.3

Tsunami Pamphlet
Draft your pamphlet by composing answers to the questions.

Question: What is a tsunami?
Answer:

Question: What was THAT? Question: Why do tsunamis happen?
Answer:

Question: How fast does a tsunami travel?

Answer: A tsunami!

Answer: 

Question: Can we stop tsunamis from 
happening?

Tsunamis are caused by                 

                                       

                                       

                                       

                                       

                                       

                                    

Answer: 

Question: How can we prepare and protect 
ourselves?
Answer: 
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME6.2

Commas and Quotation Marks
Rewrite each sentence, inserting a comma or commas and quotation marks in the 
appropriate locations. Be sure to use correct capitalization and end punctuation.

Example: The time he explained is 3:47 pm 
“The time,” he explained, “is 3:47 pm.”

1.	 You don’t have to look hard the teacher said to �nd rocks 

2.	 Students might ask what are rocks? before reading the text

3.	 Rocks are naturally occurring materials made of solid substances the author explains
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4.	 �e rock cycle according to the text has been going on for several billion years

5.	 Given enough time the text explains all rocks change

6.	 �ere are three types of rocks the teacher explained igneous sedimentary and 
metamorphic
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME6.3

Root rupt
Write the correct word to complete each sentence. You may need to add –ed, –ing, or –s to 
make the word correctly fit in the sentence.

uninterrupted erupt disrupt

rupture abrupt eruption

1.	 A volcanic 
                

 is usually sudden and violent.

2.	 When my friend lied to me, it caused a(n) 
                

 in our friendship.

3.	 My parents say it’s bad for me to spend 
                

 hours watching 
television, so they limit how much I can watch.

4.	 Old Faithful is a geyser in Yellowstone National Park that 
                

 
several times a day.

5.	 Sometimes my dog 
                

 my sleep when she barks in the middle of 
the night.

6.	 During an argument, my brother le� the room in a(n) 
                

 way 
instead of continuing the conversation.
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME6.5

Practice Spelling Words
Sort the spelling words into categories based on the root in each word.

uninterrupted matriarch hierarchy abrupt

archrival calligraphy eruption paragraph

autograph rupture anarchy biographer

arch graph rupt





ACTIVITY PAGE

Core Knowledge Language Arts | Grade 4 Activity Book | Unit 5 59

	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
7.1

Vocabulary for “Mythic Volcano Spirits”

1.	 o�ering, n. something that is presented as an act of worship (o�erings) (42)

2.	 strong-willed, adj. determined to do what you want even if other people tell you not 
to (43)

3.	 bitter, adj. 1. resentful and angry because of unfair treatment; 2. very cold (43)

4.	 outsmart, v. to trick or defeat someone by being clever (44)

5.	 revenge, n. the act of getting even for a wrongdoing (46)

6.	 caldera, n. a crater caused by the collapse of the top of a volcano (46)

7.	 lo�y, adj. high up (47)

8.	 eternal, adj. lasting forever, with no beginning and no end (49)

9.	 elder, n. a person who is older, respected, and o�en in a position of authority  
(elders) (50)
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
7.2

Mythic Volcano Spirits
The following words were used in Chapter 5, “Mythic Volcano Spirits.” For each word, pick 
an activity and complete the chart below.

outsmart Vocabulary Activities
1. Write a definition in your own words.
2. Provide a synonym (similar meaning).
3. Provide an antonym (opposite meaning).
4. Use the word in a sentence.
5. �Provide another word that the word or phrase makes you think of and explain 

why. (Apple makes me think of bananas because they are both fruits.)
6. �Think of an example of the word or phrase and write about it. (An example of 

fruit is cantaloupe. It is a melon that is white on the outside and orange on the 
inside. They are really tasty in the summer.)

fond

revenge

caldera

lofty

Word Activity Activity Response
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME7.3
CONTINUED

Finally, Pele reached Hawaii, the largest island in the chain. Pele 
climbed the mountain called Kilauea and dug a crater at its top. The 
bright orange flames of volcanic fire flared and did not go out. Pele’s crater 
on Kilauea was far above the sea, out of the reach of the ocean goddess. 

Pele was pleased with her new home. She sent Hi’iaka to fetch her 
husband-to-be from Kauai. She told her little sister to be back in less than 
40 days. She also warned Hi’iaka not to fall in love with Lohi’au herself. In 
turn, Hi’iaka made Pele promise to protect a grove of beautiful trees that 
grew on Kilauea. Hi’iaka adored the trees. She was afraid that if Pele lost 
her temper, she would send out rivers of lava to burn them down.

45
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME7.3
CONTINUED

The Chief of the Above World came to the aid of his people. He 
fought Monadalkni and the two spirits waged a violent, fiery battle. 
Sahale Tyee eventually gained the upper hand and forced Monadalkni 
back down into his mountain. Sahale Tyee caused the top of the mountain 
to collapse, forever shutting off this entrance to the Below World. 

The Klamath elders prayed for rain. The rains came and put out the 
volcanic fires. Rainwater filled the caldera on the mountaintop, creating 
the high, deep body of water known today as Crater Lake.

51
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
7.5

Wiki Entry Editing Checklist

Wiki Entry Editing Checklist After checking for 
each type of edit, 
place a check here.

Meaning

All my sentences have a subject and predicate.

I included all the words I wanted to write.

I took out repeated words or information.

I have checked how long my sentences are and split run-on sentences 
into two.

I have used nouns and adjectives correctly.

Format

The volcano name is the title at the top.

Each section of the entry has a heading.

Indenting is not used.

If lists are included, they are bulleted or numbered.

There is a reference list at the end in the appropriate format.

Capitals

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I used capital letters for all proper nouns.

I used capital letters for all words in titles or headings.

Spelling

I have checked the spelling for any words I was unsure of or my teacher 
marked.

Punctuation

I read my writing piece aloud to check for commas at pauses and periods, 
question marks, and exclamation points at the ends of my sentences.

I used commas and quotation marks in places where they belong.

The titles in my reference list are underlined or in italics.
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3.	 Which statement distinguishes between the two basic types of igneous rock?
A.	 Two igneous rocks are granite and basalt.

B.	 Di�erent rocks have di�erent size grains and di�erent textures.

C.	 One type forms on Earth’s surface and the other forms below Earth’s surface.

D.	 �e slower the rock cools and hardens, the larger its mineral grains will be. 

Page(s)

4.	 How does a sedimentary rock form?

Page(s)

5.	 How does metamorphic rock form? 

Page(s)
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10.	 Word: 
                

 
De�nition: a type of sedimentary rock that o�en has many fossils and shells of tiny 
ocean creatures

Page(s)

11.	 Word: 
                

 
De�nition: a type of rock that forms when either igneous or sedimentary rock is 
changed due to extreme heat and pressure

Page(s)

12.	 Word: 
                

 
De�nition: a type of rock made of tiny bits of rock and sand mixed with small pieces 
of things that were once alive

Page(s)

13.	 Word: 
                

 
Examples: basalt, granite, and obsidian are examples of this class of rock

Page(s)

14.	 Word: 
                

 
Examples: serpentine, marble, and gneiss are examples of this class of rock

Page(s)

15.	 Word: 
                

 
Examples: sandstone, limestone, and mudstone are examples of this class of rock

Page(s)
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
8.3

Take Notes on a Volcano

Take Notes on a Volcano

Name of the Volcano

Location of the 
Volcano

Type of Volcano; Date 
of Last Eruption

Description of Volcano 
or of Last Eruption

Other Facts

References for Volcano Wiki Entry

Title Date Source (Book or Web Address)
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56

Layer after Layer: Sedimentary Rock
Sedimentary rock is the second major class of rocks. Sedimentary 

rocks are made of sediments. Sediments are tiny bits of rock and sand 
combined with fragments of once-living things. Sediments collect in 
low-lying areas both on land and in bodies of water. They form layers, 
one on top of another. Over long periods of time, the weight of overlying 
layers compacts the sediments in deeper layers, squeezing them 
closer together. Sediments also become cemented, or glued, together 
as dissolved minerals fill 
the spaces between the 
sediments. As the sediments 
dry, the dissolved minerals 
turn into solids, binding the 
sediments together. Over time, 
compacting and cementing 
processes transform sediments 
into sedimentary rock.

Most sedimentary 
rocks are more easily broken 
than most igneous rocks. 
Hit a sedimentary rock 
with a hammer, and it will 
crumble or break apart. 
Some sedimentary rocks 
contain fossils. Limestone 
is a sedimentary rock often 
packed with the fossilized 
skeletons and shells of tiny 
ocean creatures. Some 
sedimentary rocks get their name from their sediments. Sandstone 
started as grains of sand, whereas mudstone formed from ancient mud.

The weight of overlying layers compacts the 
sediments, squeezing them closer together. 
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME9.1
CONTINUED

58

Changing Form: Metamorphic Rock
The third major class of rocks is metamorphic rock. Metamorphic 

rocks form when igneous or sedimentary rocks are exposed to extreme 
heat and pressure. They can even form from older metamorphic rocks. 
High temperatures and crushing pressure alter the minerals in the rocks. 
Mineral grains may be flattened or rearranged into layers, swirls, or 
stripes. They may also be changed into completely different minerals!

Remember granite, the igneous rock? When granite is subjected to 
intense heat and pressure, it becomes a metamorphic rock called gneiss. 
When the sedimentary rock limestone is squeezed and heated deep 
below ground, it becomes a metamorphic rock called marble.

Metamorphic rocks tend to form deep within Earth’s crust. The 
pressure from countless tons of overlying rock is tremendous. Equally 
powerful is the heat rising from hot magma in the mantle beneath the 
crust. Metamorphic rocks often form where tectonic plates are slowly 
colliding. They can also form as magma travels up through cracks 
in Earth’s crust and heats the rocks around the cracks. If the heat 

Earth surface

Pressure from weight of rock layers

Metamorphic Rock

Heat

Molten rock

of the magma 
completely melts 
the rock again, 
then it becomes 
igneous rock. If 
the rock is heated 
just enough to be 
changed, however, 
it instead becomes 
metamorphic rock.
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60

The Rock Cycle
Rocks you see in the world around you 

might seem like permanent fixtures. Given 
enough time, however, all rocks change. They 
are created, destroyed, and recreated in a 
continuous cycle. Geologists call this ongoing 
process the rock cycle. 

The rock cycle has no starting or ending 
point. You can jump in anywhere to see how it 
works. Let’s begin with magma erupting from 
a towering volcano. The magma (now lava) 
cools and hardens into igneous rock. Over 
the course of thousands of years, sun, wind, 
rain, and freezing temperatures cause the 
rock to weather, or break down into smaller 
pieces. The pieces continue to weather, slowly 
breaking down into sediments. Howling 
winds, flowing water, and gravity gradually 
move the sediments down the sides of the 
volcano and beyond. Movement of sediments 
from place to place is called erosion. 

Igneous rock

Imagine that the sediments end up in a lake, where they settle 
to the bottom. Over long periods of time, more layers of sediments 
are deposited on top of them. Compacting and cementing processes 
eventually turn the deeply buried sediments into sedimentary rock.

Now imagine that the sedimentary rock is near the edge of a 
tectonic plate. The plate collides with another plate—very slowly, 
of course. Tremendous heat and pressure generated by the collision 
gradually turn the sedimentary rock into metamorphic rock. As the 
plates continue colliding, their rocky edges crumple. The metamorphic 

Volcanic 
eruption

Magma
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
9.2

Commas and Quotation Marks

For each item, insert commas and quotation marks in the appropriate places. 

Example: He said my favorite board game is checkers. 
He said, “My favorite board game is checkers.”

1.	 Just then, my dad asked What would you like to eat for dinner?

2.	 I replied I would like to have grilled chicken.

3.	 I want spaghetti and meatballs exclaimed my sister.

4.	 How about my mom asked we make sandwiches?

5.	 What if we . . . Dad paused and then said order pizza?

6.	 My sister and I both cried Yes! in response.

Read the following passages from Chapter 5 “Mythic Volcano Spirits.” Rewrite the sentences 
marked in bold so they include dialogue. Make sure at least one sentence is rewritten as a 
split quotation. Be sure to use correct capitalization and punctuation.

Example: Loha refused. 
Loha said, “No.”
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6.	 An 
(interruption, interrupt, erupt, eruption)

 of a geyser releases hot water and steam.

Challenge: Write a complete sentence using two words with the root rupt. Be sure to use 
correct capitalization and punctuation.
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

ASSESSMENT10.1

Spelling Assessment
Write the spelling words as your teacher calls them out.

1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

6.	

7.	

8.	

9.	

10.	

11.	

12.	
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	
10.2

Vocabulary for “Earth’s Powerful Forces of Change”

1.	 expand, v. to get bigger (63)

2.	 contract, v. to shrink slightly or get smaller (63)

3.	 ultimately, adv. �nally; at the end of a process (65)

4.	 pepper, v. to sprinkle or cover (67)

5.	 deposit, 1. v. to put or leave something in a particular place; 2. n. material laid down 
or le� by a natural process (v. deposited, n. deposits) (69)

6.	 state, n. the condition of being a solid, liquid, or gas (67)

7.	 silt, n. very small sediments deposited by water (69)

8.	 canyon, n. a deep valley with steep sides and o�en a stream or river �owing through 
it (canyons) (70)

Word(s) from the Chapter Pronunciation Page

Yunnan /yoo*nan/ 65

Shilin /shee*leen/ 65
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4.	 old the erupted Hawaiian tall volcano

Write a sentence using at least two adjectives and an article. Be sure to order the words 
appropriately and to use proper capitalization and punctuation.
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9.	 �e bookshelf at the library was so 
                

 and disorganized that I 
couldn’t �nd the book I wanted to check out.

10.	 Her dinner was very 
                

, so she ate it all and even asked for more.

For each word remaining in the word bank, write a sentence using the word.

1.

2.
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	NAME:	

	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME11.3

Spelling Words
The following is a list of spelling words. These words are related to the content of the Reader, 
The Changing Earth.

During Lesson 15, you will be assessed on how to spell these words. Practice spelling the 
words by doing one or more of the following:

•	 spell the words out loud

•	 write sentences using the words

•	 copy the words onto paper

•	 write the words in alphabetical order

When you practice spelling and writing the words, remember to pronounce and spell each 
word one syllable at a time.

1.	 fault

2.	 tsunami

3.	 geyser

4.	 erosion

5.	 glacier

6.	 tectonic

7.	 molten

8.	 seismograph

9.	 epicenter

10.	 conclusion
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	 DATE:	

TAKE-HOME11.4

Practice Spelling Words
Write each spelling word under its definition. Then identify the word’s part of speech.

epicenter tsunami seismograph glacier geyser

conclusion molten erosion fault tectonic

1.	 an underground hot spring that periodically erupts, shooting hot water and steam 
into the air

Spelling Word: 
                            

Part of Speech: 
                            

2.	 melted 

Spelling Word: 
                            

Part of Speech: 
                            

3.	 any process or force that moves sediments to new locations

Spelling Word: 
                            

Part of Speech: 
                            

4.	 the point on Earth’s surface directly above an earthquake’s focus

Spelling Word: 
                            

Part of Speech: 
                            

5.	 relating to the process of plate movement on Earth’s surface

Spelling Word: 
                            

Part of Speech: 
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Vocabulary for “Earth’s Mighty Mountains”

1.	 sea level, n. the average height of the ocean’s surface (73)

2.	 sheer, adj. very steep, almost straight up and down (78)

3.	 bulge, v. to stick out or swell (80)

Word(s) from the Chapter Pronunciation Page

Tethys Sea /teth*ees/ /see/ 74

Eurasian /yer*ae*zshәn/ 74

Urals /yer*әlz/ 75

Navajo /nov*ә*hoe/ 80

Gutzon Borglum /gootz*un/ /bor*glum/ 81
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Planning a Descriptive Paragraph
Complete the following items to plan for writing your descriptive paragraph about a rock or 
other item in the rock cycle.

1.	 Read the following chart listing rocks and items in the rock cycle. Choose one that 
will be the focus of your paragraph and write it on the line following the chart.

Rock Type Characteristics

magma partially melted rock in the earth’s mantle; very hot

igneous rock

1. formed when magma cools and becomes solid; the most common 
type of rock; smooth and shiny (obsidian) or dark colored (basalt); 
2. formed when magma cools below the Earth’s surface; large grains 
(granite)

lava
red-hot melted rock that has erupted above Earth’s crust from deep 
underground; flows down the side of an active volcano

metamorphic rock
forms when sedimentary rocks are exposed to extreme heat and 
pressure; hard; found deep in Earth’s crust; marble is a metamorphic 
rock

sediments
tiny bits of rock and sand combined with fragments of once-living 
things

sedimentary rock
made of tiny pieces of rocks, sand, and once-living things; forms  
layers that over time become compressed into rock; easily broken; 
sometimes contains fossils (limestone)

Paragraph Focus:
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Sequencing Multiple Adjectives 
Complete each sentence by choosing two adjectives from the ones provided and writing them 
in the correct order in the blanks. Underline the article(s) in each sentence.

Example: Adjectives: strong, young, gray, Italian 
A strong  , gray  horse galloped in the field.

1.	 Adjectives: new, Japanese, fast

�e 
                

, 
                

 race car zipped around the track.

2.	 Adjectives: hardcover, good, old, science

She looked at a 
                

, 
                

 book about volcanoes.

3.	 Adjectives: canvas, blue, comfortable, walking

He loves the 
                

, 
                

 shoes he tried on.
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Circle the phrase with the adjectives in the correct order.

Example: a black, large, clever cat 
clever, a large black cat 
a clever, large, black cat

1.	 the tall, rocky mountain

the rocky, tall mountain

rocky, tall, the mountain

2.	 a sharp, wooden pencil

wooden, a sharp pencil

a wooden, sharp, pencil

3.	 old, an bicycle, orange

an old, orange bicycle

an orange, old bicycle

Write a sentence using at least two adjectives. Be sure to order the adjectives correctly and to 
use proper capitalization and punctuation. 
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6.	 abruptly

7.	 biography

8.	 kindly

Challenge: Write a sentence that includes one word with the suffix –ly or –y and one word 
with the root graph or rupt.
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14.4

Practice Spelling Words
For each word, write a sentence using the word.

epicenter erosion glacier fault tsunami

geyser conclusion seismograph molten tectonic

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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4	 �e 2011 earthquake caused violent shaking that brought many buildings tumbling 
down. Streets heaved and bridges collapsed. �e worst damage, however, came from 
an enormous tsunami generated by the earthquake. Towering waves, some higher 
than a three-story building, crashed ashore and surged far inland. Many thousands of 
people died in the Great Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. Hundreds of thousands of 
people lost their homes.

5	 As you might expect in a country that has so many earthquakes, Japan monitors 
Earth’s movements very closely. It has one of the most advanced earthquake early 
warning systems in the world. Earthquake scientists have installed thousands of 
seismographs across Japan. �ese instruments detect the slightest movements in the 
ground beneath them. �ey send information about these movements to a central 
location. When an earthquake strikes, a warning is sent out. �e idea is to give 
people time to move to safer places and quickly protect themselves. �e problem 
is earthquakes almost always strike suddenly and happen very quickly. Japan’s 
earthquake early warning system issued a warning for the 2011 earthquake. Sendai, 
the largest city closest to the epicenter, had just 15 seconds of warning before the 
shaking began.

6	 In addition to frequent earthquakes, Japan also has volcanoes. �e country lies along 
the Paci�c Ocean’s volcanic Ring of Fire. Japan has more than 100 active volcanoes. 
People o�en link volcanoes, like earthquakes, with terrible destruction. But volcanoes 
can also be creative natural forces. In Japan, you can see this creative power in action. 

7	 A new volcanic island is forming o� Japan’s coast. In late November 2013, an 
underwater volcano erupted near the Bonin Islands, a small island chain south of 
Japan. Enough lava erupted from the volcano’s top to form a dome of igneous rock 
that stuck up above the ocean’s surface. Pictures taken by satellites showed that the 
seawater around this new, tiny island contained minerals, bubbling gases, and sea�oor 
sediments. All of these things were stirred up by the volcanic activity. More eruptions 
followed. �e island grew bigger with each one. Japanese volcano scientists named the 
new island Niishima. 

8	 By January 2014, however, Niishima had expanded not just upward but also outward. 
It grew large enough to collide with its nearest neighbor, another island called 
Nishinoshima. �e two islands are now one! As long as the eruptions continue, the 
world’s youngest island will keep growing. It is a volcanic work in progress.
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3.	 In paragraph 5, what does the word advanced mean in the following sentence?

It has one of the most advanced earthquake early warning systems in the world.

A.	 traditional

B.	 out-of-date

C.	 highly developed 

D.	 simple 

4.	 How does Japan’s earthquake early warning system detect movements in the earth? 
A.	 When people feel the earth shake, they tell others around them.

B.	 Seismographs across Japan send information about the slightest movements to a 
central location.

C.	 Scientists wait to see if a tsunami forms o� the coast as a result of an earthquake.

D.	 Scientists look for earthquake epicenters on the ocean �oor of the coast of Japan.  

5.	 Why did Japan’s earthquake early warning system only give 15 seconds of warning to 
people in the city of Sendai before the 2011 earthquake?
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10.	 Why did the Great Spirit tell the turtles not to move?
A.	 If the turtles moved, they would destroy the land the Great Spirit created.

B.	 If the turtles moved, they would get angry.

C.	 If the turtles moved, their legs would get sti� and their minds would get bored.

D.	 If the turtles moved, they would help the Great Spirit create land.

The following question has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.

11.	 Part A: Why did the turtles get angry?
A.	 �eir legs got sti� and their minds got bored.

B.	 �e Great Spirit told them not to move.

C.	 �ey wanted to swim.

D.	 �ey couldn’t agree on which direction to go.

	 Part B: What happened when they got angry?

12.	 What causes earthquakes according to this Gabrielino Indian myth?
A.	 �e Great Spirit creates land on turtle shells.

B.	 �e turtles start moving in di�erent directions.

C.	 �e Great Spirit tells the turtles not to move.

D.	 �e turtles agree on which direction to swim in.
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ASSESSMENT

13.	 In the Hoh myth, why does �underbird grab Whale out of the water?
A.	 Whale provided food and oil for the Hoh people.

B.	 Whale got along well with the other whales in the ocean, which helped the Hoh people.

C.	 �e Hoh people were su�ering because Whale was destroying the other whales they 
depended on.

D.	 �underbird wanted Whale to live on land instead of in the ocean to help the Hoh 
people.

14.	 What caused earthquakes according to this Hoh myth?
A.	 �underbird grabbed Whale and yanked him out of the water.

B.	 �underbird stayed high in her mountaintop nest while Whale stayed in the ocean.

C.	 Whale grabbed �underbird and yanked her into the water.

D.	 Whale and �underbird fought as �underbird tried to keep her claws gripped around 
Whale.

Literary Text Comprehension Score: 
    

 /7 points 

To receive a point for a two-part question (i.e., 9 and 11) students must correctly 
answer both parts of the question. 

Reading Comprehension total
    

 /14 points

15.2
CONTINUED
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Writing Prompt
Write an essay comparing and contrasting the causes and effects of earthquakes you read 
about in Japan and in both myths. Discuss how the causes and effects of earthquakes are 
similar and how they are different, providing at least one example from the text for each 
similarity and each difference you identify.

Writing Prompt Score:  
    

 /4 points 





150 Unit 5 | Activity Book Grade 4 | Core Knowledge Language Arts

8.	 a powerful, giant tsunami

powerful, giant a tsunami

tsunami a giant, powerful

Grammar Score:  
    

 /8 points 
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ASSESSMENT15.2
CONTINUED

Morphology
Write the correct word to complete each sentence.

1.	 An earthquake can seem to happen 
(loudly, carefully, abruptly, accidentally)

, but it actually 

happens because pressure has been building up for some time.

2.	 A volcanic 
(rupture, eruption, disruption, interruption)

 can be calm and quiet or sudden and 

violent.

3.	 Tsunamis can be very 
(tasty, easy, temporary, speedy)

, moving up to 500 miles per hour.

4.	 It would be interesting to read a(n) 
(photograph, biography, rupture, eruption)

 about Alfred 

Wegener.

5.	 A mid-ocean ridge can form along a huge 
(photograph, biography, rupture, eruption)

, or crack, in 

Earth’s crust.

6.	 Scientists make conclusions after 
(careful, carefully, busily, busy)

 examining evidence. 

Morphology Score:  
    

 /6 points 
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This question has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.

4.	 Part A: Place the following labels on the diagram in the appropriate locations: inner 
core, outer core, mantle, and crust. 

A B C D

A.

B.

C.

D.

	 Part B: Write the name of each of Earth’s layers next to its characteristics in the 
following chart.

inner core outer core mantle crust

Earth’s Layer Characteristics

Earth’s largest and thickest layer; consists of very hot, very dense 
rock

solid; made of very hot metal; may be nearly as hot as the sun’s 
surface; innermost layer

thin; rocky; outermost layer; two types: oceanic and continental

liquid; made of very hot metal
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Match the item from the column on the left with the description on the right. Write the letter 
on the line.

19. �
    

 geyser
a.  �a hill or mountain that forms over a crack in Earth’s 

crust from which lava erupts

20. �
    

 hotspot b.  a crack in Earth’s crust

21. �
    

 fault
c.  �the violent shaking of the ground caused by huge 

blocks of rock moving along a fault

22. �
    

 rock
d.  �an underground hot spring that periodically erupts, 

shooting hot water and steam into the air

23. �
    

 volcano
e.   �a very hot region deep within Earth’s mantle where a 

huge magma chamber forms

24. �
    

 earthquake f.  �a naturally occurring nonliving solid made of minerals
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ASSESSMENTPP.2
CONTINUED

28.	 Place the following labels on the diagram in the appropriate locations: inner core, 
outer core, mantle, and crust.

A B C D

A.

B.

C.

D.

29.	 Select the most appropriate answer to the following question.

What do myths help explain?

A.	 everyday occurrences

B.	 unpredictable natural events

C.	 cultural customs

D.	 why people tell stories

30.	 Which of the following provides evidence of weathering and erosion? 
A.	 Volcanoes like Mount Fuji

B.	 Geysers like Old Faithful in Yellowstone

C.	 Island chains like the Hawaiian Island chain

D.	 Large canyons like the Grand Canyon

    
 /30 points 
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Commas and Quotation Marks
For each item, insert commas and quotation marks in the appropriate locations.

Example: She told me I’ll be back by 5pm before she left. 
She told me, “I’ll be back by 5pm,” before she left.

1.	 �e text states �e discovery of sea�oor spreading at mid-ocean ridges was a turning 
point in geology.

2.	 I wonder he said if we’ll get to play outside today.

3.	 You’re out! shouted the umpire to the baseball player.

4.	 What do you think she asked about seeing a movie this weekend?

5.	 A volcano according to the text is a hill or mountain that forms over a crack in Earth’s 
crust from which lava erupts.

6.	 �ey asked Do you need anything from the grocery store?

7.	 Mountains says the author are some of Earth’s most magni�cent features.

8.	 We both said Chocolate! at the same time when asked what kind of ice cream 
we wanted.
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Write a complete sentence for each of the following words. Make sure to use correct 
capitalization and punctuation.

1.	 erupt

2.	 eruption

3.	 abrupt

4.	 disrupt

5.	 uninterrupted

6.	 rupture
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3.	 Complete the following chart. 
Geological Term Definition

eruption column

Plinian eruption

pyroclastic flow

Page(s)

4.	 How do we know so much about the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 CE? 

Page(s)
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Middle-of-Year Assessment – Reading Comprehension
You will read four passages. After reading the first passage, you will answer several questions 
based on it. Then, you will read the second passage and answer several questions based on it. 
Next, you will read the third passage and answer several questions based on it. Finally, you 
will read the fourth passage and answer several questions based on it. Some of the questions 
have two parts. You should answer Part A of the question before you answer Part B.

Passage 1: 
All-Ball, Part I
Mary Pope Osborne 

1	 I remember the �rst time I got really bad news. 

2	 I was eight years old, and my family was living in white wooden army quarters at 
the edge of a thick pine forest in Fort Eustis, Virginia. All my life we had lived on 
military posts, and I loved them. I loved the neat lawns, clean streets, trim houses, and 
starched uniforms. I loved parade bands, marching troops, green jeeps, tanks, and 
transport trucks. I loved having military police at the entrance gate. When I was four, 
I dreamed that the M.P.’s guarding the gate chased away a couple of ghosts that tried 
to come onto our post. It is one of the most vivid dreams I’ve ever had, and to this day, 
it makes me feel good to remember it.

3	 Living on an army post in those days was so safe that in all the early summers of our 
lives the children of our family were let out each morning like dandelions to the wind. 
My teenage sister went o� with her friends while my brothers and I �lled our time 
playing with our toy soldiers, including my favorite—a small silver statue of General 
Omar Bradley. We played “maneuvers” by carrying large cardboard boxes around the 
parade �eld, stopping every hundred yards to “bivouac” by making grass beds and 
napping inside our boxes.

4	 At �ve o’clock, when the bugle played and the �ag was lowered, we went home. 
Our return was o�en punctuated by the joyous sight of our dad stepping out of a 
chau�eured military car, his arms raised to embrace us.



188 Unit 5 | Activity Book Grade 4 | Core Knowledge Language Arts

5	 But one spring night when I was eight, bad news changed everything. I remember my 
dad was helping me prepare my bath. I was sitting on the edge of the tub while the 
water ran, and Dad was standing in the doorway, wearing his summer khaki uniform. 
“Sis—” he always called me Sis or Little Bits—“in six weeks, Daddy is going to Korea.”

6	 I looked at him and burst into tears. I knew we wouldn’t be going with him. �ough 
the Korean War had ended eight years earlier, U.S. soldiers were still sent there for 
tours of duty—without their families.

7	 “Don’t cry,” he said. “I’ll only be gone for a year.”

8	 Only a year?

9	 “While I’m gone, you’ll live in Florida, in Daytona Beach, near the ocean.”

10	 Daytona Beach? Away from an army post?

11	 “You’ll have a wonderful time.”

12	 “No I won’t!” I hated this news. And to prove it, I pushed him out of the bathroom.

13	 Of course, I was right and he was wrong. A few weeks later, when Dad drove our 
family to Daytona Beach to get us settled, I didn’t �nd our new life wonderful at all.

14	 Our house was low to the ground, �amingo-pink, and made of stucco. �ere were no 
kids in the whole neighborhood. �ere were no real trees in our small yard—just a 
few scrubby ones. �ere was no wide open parade �eld to play on.

15	 I recoiled from this new life—especially when I discovered lizards scampering 
across our cement driveway, a huge water bug scuttling across the �oor of the 
TV room, and a gigantic black spider hovering in the corner of the garage. Such 
monsters didn’t exist on army posts—neither did the crazy variety of houses, the 
litter, the tawdry seaside billboards.
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25	 It was the best bouncing ball I’d ever encountered. Barely did it touch the wooden �oor 
before it sprang back into my hands. �e ball felt friendly, spunky, and vibrant. It had 
such a positive and strong personality that I named it before we even got home: All-Ball.

26	 For the next twelve days, All-Ball and I were inseparable. I bounced him on the 
driveway and on the sidewalk. Standing apart from everyone, deep in my own world, 
I bounced him for hours. And while I bounced, I talked to myself. I invented stories. 
Not dramatic stories of high-adventure. But stories about ordinary families—families 
in which everyone stayed together and everyone was safe and secure.

27	 In these families, there was perfect order. �e children all had names that began 
with the same letter—David, Danny, and Doris; Paul, Peter, and Patsy; Anne, 
Alice, Adam, and Ace.

28	 I gave the children ages, personalities, and dialogue. I played all the parts. I was 
John joking with Jane; Jane laughing with Jack; Adam telling a story to Ace; Alice 
describing her school out�ts to Anne.

29	 I lived in di�erent families morning, a�ernoon, and twilight. I could only create these 
worlds with All-Ball’s help. His sprightly, joyous attitude gave me con�dence. �e 
sound of his rhythmic bounce banished my fears. His constant presence eased the 
sorrow of Dad’s leaving. In fact, whenever Dad tried to engage me in conversation or 
play, I turned away from him. I stopped paying attention to him altogether.

I had fallen in love with a ball.

1.	 According to “All-Ball, Part I,” why does the narrator have to move?
A.	 because she is changing schools

B.	 because her father is going away

C.	 because her neighbors are upset with her

D.	 because she is afraid of the animals in the area













196 Unit 5 | Activity Book Grade 4 | Core Knowledge Language Arts

6.	 Based on “All-Ball, Part I” and “All-Ball, Part II,” explain how the narrator’s feelings 
change from the beginning to the end of the story. Support your response with details 
from the story.
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Passage 3:
Marshfield Dreams, Part I
Ralph Fletcher

Marshfield

1	 �ere’s a town called Marsh�eld in the state of Vermont. You can also �nd a 
Marsh�eld in Maine, one in Missouri, and one in Wisconsin. I grew up in Marsh�eld, 
Massachusetts. �e curly part of Massachusetts that sticks out into the ocean is Cape 
Cod. Marsh�eld sits on the ocean, just above that curl.

2	 I lived on Acorn Street in a regular house bordered by forest on two sides. Dad owned 
seven acres of woods in back. Across a dirt driveway we had Ale’s Woods, a forest of 
pine trees. �e pines dropped millions of needles, which gave the forest �oor a nice, 
springy feel. �ose trees were great for climbing. If I crawled out too far on a limb and 
fell, the so� needles cushioned my fall, so I never got hurt.

3	 �e woods held magical things. We found snake skins, real Indian arrowheads, box 
turtles, beehives, snake spit on tall grass. We dug up the buried trash from people who 
lived there many years before. We saw gravestones so old we could no longer read 
the names carved in them. We found all kinds of mushrooms. Some were edible, and 
others were poisonous toadstools. Mom said to think of them as strangers—some are 
good, some are bad, and since you couldn’t tell the di�erence it was best to leave them 
alone. One morning in the woods I stepped into a fairy ring of mushrooms, a big 
circle ten feet across. 

4	 �ere was a tiny stream in our backyard small enough so you could step from one 
bank to the other. �is stream �owed under the dirt driveway and formed a swamp 
at the edge of Ale’s Woods. I loved the dank smell of that swamp and all the things 
that lived there: mossy logs and goggle-eyed frogs, bloodsuckers and eels and 
foul-smelling skunk cabbage. Half the swamp was underwater, and the other half 
contained thick, dense mud. It was impossible to walk through that muck without 
getting stuck. More than once I tried and le� behind one of my sneakers, a lost sole 
sunk forever at the bottom of the swamp. I got in trouble for that. But today I’m glad 
to know that something of mine was le� behind in Marsh�eld. 

5	 Here is my story.

A.1
CONTINUED
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12.	 Based on “Marsh�eld Dreams, Part II,” how do Jimmy’s ideas about school change 
over time? 
A.	 At �rst he is excited to go to school, but later he �nds it disappointing.

B.	 At �rst he is lonely at school, but later he �nds himself more comfortable.

C.	 At �rst he thinks school is too di�cult, but later he �nds he can do the work.

D.	 At �rst he believes he is too shy to go to school, but later he realizes that he �ts right in.

13.	 In “Marsh�eld Dreams, Part II,” how does the illustration of the report cards next to 
paragraph 73 mainly help the reader to understand the story? 
A.	 by showing that the author and his brother both work hard in school

B.	 by illustrating that the author and his brother have di�erent abilities in school

C.	 by illustrating that the author and his brother enjoy di�erent subjects in school

D.	 by showing that the author and his brother both need to pay more attention in school

14.	 What is the main idea of the section “School”?
A.	 People learn di�erently.

B.	 Learning is a long process.

C.	 Learning can provide many new opportunities.

D.	 What a person learns will change their life forever.
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15.	 Read the author’s statement about Jimmy in the box below.

“It wasn’t fair, but I told myself that the woods would always be the place where 
Jimmy learned best. In that school he would always be a straight-A student.”

What do the sentences mainly reveal about the author’s feelings toward Jimmy?

A.	 �e author respects Jimmy.

B.	 �e author is grateful to Jimmy.

C.	 �e author is jealous of Jimmy. 

D.	 �e author worries about Jimmy.

A.1
CONTINUED
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Fluency Assessment Scoring Sheet

Words Read in One Minute

Uncorrected Mistakes in One Minute

W.C.P.M.

Percentile Spring Grade 4 
W.C.P.M.

90 180
75 152
50 123
25 98
10 72

Comprehension Questions Total Correct _____/4

Benchmark Fluency:
Percentile 50 or above

Student Fluency:           

Benchmark Comprehension:
3/4 Questions

Student Comprehension:       /4 Questions
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Middle-of-Year Grammar Assessment
Read and answer each question.  Some of the questions have two parts.  You should answer 
Part A of the question before you answer Part B.

1.	 Part A: In the two sentences below, write n. above the nouns and adj. 
above the adjectives.

	 Part B: Draw an arrow from each adjective to the noun it describes.

Example: Dana imagined a faraway land where grumpy trolls lived.

Heavy rain led to a major flood in the valley.

�For the first part of the long trip, Hildy stared out the window at the 
spotted cows.

2.	 Part A: In the two sentences below, write n. above the nouns and adj. 
above the adjectives.

	 Part B: Underline the letters that should be capital letters.

In october, percy traveled to hooterville to visit his youngest daughter.

I know that jeremy lived on the shady side of morgan avenue.

n. adj. adj.n. n.
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7.	 Rewrite each of the following run-on sentences as two complete sentences.

	 Meredith always looked forward to math class it was her favorite subject.

Andrew grew three inches while he was away at summer camp his school friends 
were surprised at how tall he was.

8.	 Part A: Punctuate the following sentences.  �e sentence type of each is provided.
A.	 Declarative: I prefer apple juice to prune juice

B.	 Interrogative: What time does the assembly start

C.	 Imperative: Please stand closer together

D.	 Exclamatory: I got a kitten for my birthday
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13.	 Which of the following shows the correct way to use a comma and quotation marks 
when quoting direct speech?
A.	 Luisa lost her patience and said Let’s get this game started!

B.	 Luisa lost her patience and said, Let’s get this game started!

C.	 Luisa lost her patience and said “Let’s get this game started!”

D.	 Luisa lost her patience and said, “Let’s get this game started!”

14.	 Complete the sentences by choosing two adjectives from the ones provided and 
writing them in the correct order in the blanks.

Example:  
Adjectives: big, plastic, green, new 
She brought her   big  , new   boat into the bathtub.

A.	 Adjectives: handsome, small, spotted, Mexican

�e             ,              pony was her favorite

B.	 Adjectives: long, Chinese, beautiful, old

We traveled in a             ,              train.

15.	 Choose the answer that shows the correct way to sequence multiple adjectives.

A.	 Jenny read a fascinating, old book over the summer.

B.	 Jenny read a fascinating, an old book over the summer.

C.	 A fascinating, old book over the summer Jenny read.

D.	 Jenny read an old fascinating book over the summer.

A.3
CONTINUED
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3.	 Choose the word that best completes the sentences provided.

The treehouse was too small, so we bought some wooden planks to        it.

A.	 circle

B.	 encircle

C.	 large

D.	 enlarge

Lora showed great          by swimming across the lake.

A.	 courage

B.	 encourage

C.	 danger

D.	 endangers

4.	 Write a sentence using the word matriarch.

5.	 What is the meaning of the root graph? 
A.	 something alive

B.	 something written or drawn

C.	 something that is seen

D.	 something that is not seen
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6.	 Choose the word that best completes the sentences provided.  �en identify the part 
of speech of the word you chose.

A.	 She called the plumber because the pipe was       . (leak, leaky)

�e part of speech of the word I chose:           

B.	 A gentle        helped keep us cool. (breeze, breezy)

�e part of speech of the word I chose:           

7.	 Turn the word gloom into a new word using the su�x -y.

A.	 What is the new word?           

B.	 What part of speech is the new word?           

8.	 Circle the word that best completes the sentences provided.

A.	 �e plane reduced its __ before it landed.

speed        speedy        speedily

B.	 A�er waking up an hour late, Bridgette __ got dressed and ate breakfast.

speed        speedy        speedily

C.	 �e __ squirrel easily escaped from the dog.

speed        speedy        speedily
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W
ord Reading in Isolation A

ssessm
ent Scoring Sheet

a
b

c
d

e

8
audit

baboon
continue

taught
overdue

/aw
*dit/

/bab*oon/
/kun*tin*ue/

/taw
t/

/oe*ver*doo/

digraph * closed
closed * digraph

closed * closed * 
open

open * r-cont. * 
digraph

9
chasm

hum
an

pulled
w

arning
w

orthless

/kaz*әm
/

/hue*m
әn/

/poold/
/w

orn*ing/
/w

erth*les/

closed * closed
open * closed

r-controlled * closed
r-controlled * closed

10
scow

l
avoidance

paperboy
courses

w
oodchuck

/skoul/
/ә*void*әns/

/pae*per*boi/
/kors*ez/

/w
ood*chuk/

ә * digraph * closed
open * r-cont. * 

digraph
r-controlled * closed

digraph * closed

11
sw

itch
crum

b
w

hopper
sprinkle

knitting

/sw
ich/

/krum
/

/w
op*er/

/spring*kәl/
/nit*ing/

closed * r-controlled
closed * –le

closed * closed

12
calculate

m
ustache

partridge
singe

assign

/kal*kue*laet/
/m

us*tash/
/par*trij/

/sinj/
/ә*sien/

closed * open * 
digraph

closed * closed
r-controlled * closed

ә * digraph

13
w

riggle
bizarre

recom
m

it
youthful

m
istletoe

/rig*әl/
/biz*ar/

/ree*kum
*it/

/yooth*fәl/
/m

is*әl*toe/

closed * –le
closed * r-controlled

open * closed * 
closed

digraph * ә
closed * –le * open
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4	 “Country,” Scoutmaster Brenkman said in answer to my question, “is 
anywhere that has lots of trees and is not in the city. Many boys camp in 
the Palisades.”

5	 “Where’s that?”

6	 “Just north of the city. It’s a park in Jersey.”

7	 “Isn’t that a zillion miles from here?”

8	 “Take the subway to the George Washington Bridge, then hike across.”

9	 I thought for a moment, then asked, “How do I prove I went?”

10	 Mr. Brenkman looked deeply shocked. “You wouldn’t lie, would you? What 
about Scout’s honor?”

11	 “Yes, sir,” I replied meekly.

Word Count: 300

220

257

295

236

268

300

281

292

240

250

238
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Individual Code Chart

/p/
p

pot

pp

napping

/b/
b

bat

bb

rubbing

/t/
t

top

tt

sitting

ed

asked

/d/
d

dot

ed

filled

dd

add

/k/
c

cat

k

kid

ck

black

ch

school

cc

hiccup

/g/
g

gift

gg

egg

gu

guess

gh

ghost

/ch/
ch

chin

tch

itch
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/j/
g

gem

j

jump

ge

fringe

dge

judge

dg

judging

/f/
f

fit

ff

stuff

ph

phone

gh

tough

/v/
v

vet

ve

twelve

/s/
s

sun

c

cent

ss

dress

ce

prince

se

rinse

st

whistle

sc

scent

/z/
s

dogs

z

zip

se

pause

zz

buzz

ze

bronze

/th/
th

thin
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/th/
th

them

/m/
m

mad

mm

swimming

mb

thumb

/n/
n

nut

nn

running

kn

knock

gn

sign

/ng/
ng

sing

n

pink

/r/
r

red

rr

ferret

wr

wrist

/l/
l

lip

ll

bell

/h/
h

hot
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/oo/
oo

soon

u

student

u_e

tune

ew

new

ue

blue

ou

soup

ui

fruit

o

do

o_e

move

/oo/
oo

look

u

push

/ou/
ou

shout

ow

now

/oi/
oi

oil

oy

toy

/aw/
au

Paul

aw

paw

al

wall

ough

bought

augh

caught
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/ar/
ar

car

/er/
er

her

or

work

ur

hurt

ar

dollar

ir

bird

ear

earth

/or/
or

for

ore

more

ar

war

our

four

oar

roar

oor

door
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Wiki Entry Rubric

Exemplary Strong Developing Beginning

Introduction Initial section(s) 
provide 
accurate, general 
information 
related to location 
and type of 
volcano

Initial section(s) 
provide accurate 
information 
related to either 
location or type 
of volcano, but 
not both 

Initial section(s) 
provide 
information 
loosely related to 
location and/or 
type of volcano

Initial section(s) 
lack information 
related to 
location and 
type of volcano

Body Additional 
sections provide 
increasingly 
specific 
information about 
the volcano

Additional 
sections provide 
more information 
about the 
volcano

Additional 
sections provide 
some information 
about the 
volcano

Additional 
sections provide 
little to no  
information 
about the 
volcano

Conclusion A final statement 
provides a 
thought-
provoking 
summative or 
closing reflection 
about the volcano

A final statement 
provides a 
summative or 
closing reflection 
about the 
volcano

The summative 
or closing nature 
of the final 
statement is 
unclear

No final 
statement is 
provided

Structure of 
the Piece

All sentences 
in sections  are 
presented 
logically

Most sentences 
in sections 
are presented 
logically

Some sentences 
in sections 
are presented 
logically

Connections 
between 
sentences in 
sections are 
confusing

All information 
has been 
paraphrased

Most information 
has been 
paraphrased

Some 
information 
has been 
paraphrased

Little 
information 
has been 
paraphrased

You may correct capitalization, punctuation, and grammar errors while you are revising. 
However, if you create a final copy of your writing to publish, you will use an editing 
checklist to address those types of mistakes after you revise.
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Wiki Entry Editing Checklist

Wiki Entry Editing Checklist After checking for 
each type of edit, 
place a check here.

Meaning

All my sentences have a subject and predicate.

I included all the words I wanted to write.

I took out repeated words or information.

I have checked how long my sentences are and split run-on sentences 
into two.

I have used nouns and adjectives, verbs, and adverbs correctly.

Format

The volcano name is the title at the top.

Each section of the entry has a heading.

Indenting is not used.

If lists are included, they are bulleted or numbered.

There is a reference list at the end in the appropriate format.

Capitals

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I used capital letters for all proper nouns.

I used capital letters for all words in titles or headings.

Spelling

I have checked the spelling for any words I was unsure of or my teacher 
marked.

Punctuation

I read my writing piece aloud to check for commas at pauses and periods, 
question marks, and exclamation points at the ends of my sentences.

I used commas and quotation marks in places where they belong.

The titles in my reference list are underlined or in italics.



Core Knowledge Language Arts
Amplify

Senior Vice President and General Manager, K-8 Humanities

LaShon Ormond

Chief Product Officer

Alexandra Walsh

Chief Academic Officer

Susan Lambert

Content and Editorial

Elizabeth Wade, PhD, Vice President, Editorial

Genya Devoe, Executive Director

Patricia Erno, Associate Director

Maria Oralia Martinez, Associate Director

Baria Jennings, EdD, Senior Content Developer

Sean McBride, Content and Instructional Specialist

Arysteja Szymanski, Content and Instructional Specialist

Mabel Zardus, Content and Instructional Specialist

Christina Cox, Managing Editor

Design and Production

Tory Novikova, Senior Director, Product Design

Erin O’Donnell, Director, Product Design

Julie Kim, Senior Product Design Manager

Ian Horst, Product Design Manager

Max Reinhardsen, Product Design Manager

Tara Pajouhesh, Senior Visual Designer

Product and Project Management

Nishi Ludwig, Vice President, Humanities

Amber Ely, Director, Product

Katherine Bazley, Associate Product Manager

Leslie Johnson, Director, Commercial Operations

Millie Triana, Operations Specialist

Melissa Cherian, Executive Director, Strategic Projects

Catherine Alexander, Associate Director, Project Management

Stephanie Melinger, Senior Project Manager

Zara Chaudhury, Project Manager

Patricia Beam Portney, Project Coordinator

Tamara Morris, Project Coordinator

Contributors

Cletis Allen, Nanyamka Anderson, Raghav Arumugan, Rosalie Asia, Dani Aviles, Olioli Buika, Bill Cheng, Sherry Choi, Stuart Dalgo, 
Claire Dorfman, Angelica Escalante, Edel Ferri, Rebecca Figueroa, Nicole Galuszka, Rodrigo Garcia, Parker-Nia Gordon, Danae 
Grandison, Ken Harney, Elisabeth Hartman, Molly Hensley, David Herubin, Isabel Hetrick, Sara Hunt, Sarah Kanu, Ashna Kapadia, 
Jagriti Khirwar, Kristen Kirchner, James Mendez-Hodes, Emily Mendoza, Francine Mensah, Christopher Miller, Lisa McGarry, 
Marguerite Oerlemans, Lucas De Oliveira, Melisa Osorio Bonifaz, Emmely Pierre-Louis, Jackie Pierson, Sheri Pineault, Diana 
Projansky, Dominique Ramsey, Todd Rawson, Darby Raymond-Overstreet, Max Reinhardsen, Jessica Roodvoets, Mia Saine, Zahra 
Sajwani, Natalie Santos, Meena Sharma, Jennifer Skelley, Nicole Stahl, Julia Sverchuk, Flore Thevoux, Elizabeth Thiers, Jeanne 
Thornton, Amanda Tolentino, Julie Vantrease, Paige Womack, Amy Xu, Jules Zuckerberg

¬ CKLA





age fotostock / age fotostock / SuperStock: Cover, 9

Avi Katz : 66, 67, 68-69, 70, 71

Biosphoto / Biosphoto / SuperStock: 87

Core Knowledge Staff: 9, 9/11, 9/90, 29/154/167, 32, 64-65, 88, 89, 121

Everett Collection / Everett Collection / SuperStock: 9

Frank Krahmer / Exactostock / SuperStock: 87

imagebroker.net / imagebroker.net / SuperStock: 9, 87

Jim Sugar / Jim Sugar / SuperStock: 65

Joel Boyer: 63

Jonathan Irish / National Geographic / SuperStock: 9

Logan S. Kline: 33, 69

Movementway / imagebroker.net / imagebroker.net / SuperStock: 87

NOAA; Image courtesy of Monika Bright - University of Vienna, Austria: 122

Pacific Stock - Design Pics / Pacific Stock - Design Pics / SuperStock: 47

Pantheon / Pantheon / SuperStock: 12

Peebles / Mauritius / SuperStock: 9

RICHARD BIZLEY/SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY: 122

Tom Till / Tom Till / SuperStock: 9

Universal Images Group / Universal Images Group / SuperStock: 64

Visual & Written / Visual & Written / SuperStock: 64

Reader Author
Rebecca L. Johnson

Expert Reviewer
Terri L. Woods

Illustration and Photo Credits




	_GoBack
	_GoBack



