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Chapter Introduction to 
Living in Colonial 
America1

Are you ready to go on an adventure? Are you ready 
to become a time traveler? I think I heard you say, “Yes!” 
Good, because you are about to travel back in time to 
meet some of the first Europeans who came to settle in 
America. You are going to learn about the creation of 
the thirteen English colonies. 

You already know about the explorers who helped 
make this happen. Now, you will learn about the brave 
men, women, and children who came to live in a new 
land. Some of the characters in the stories you are about 
to read are not much older than you.

You will also discover that these colonies were 
divided up into three distinct regions. These regions are 
called the Southern, New England, and Middle Atlantic 
regions. English people, and other Europeans, came to 
these regions at different times and for different reasons. 
You will journey to one region at a time. Pay attention to 
which region you are in.
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Chapter
The First  
English Colony2

Robert and George ran along 
the long stretch of sandy beach 
on Roanoke Island. From time to time, they 
splashed in the warm waters and collected shells. 
It was late August in the year 1587, and, if all went well, 
they and the other travelers would be the first successful 
English colonists in North America. They and others 
had watched as their leader, John White, sailed away. 
He was returning to England to get the supplies they 
needed to survive on this island. However, the reason 
why the boys were playing on this beach began many 
years earlier.

1587
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Robert and George played on the beach on Roanoke Island.
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A group of English explorers prepared to sail to North America.
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Tobacco plants
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Chapter
Jamestown and  
the Powhatan4

Read-Aloud

Captain John Smith was hardworking and organized. 
Many historians believe that without him, Jamestown 
would not have survived. When John Smith finally took 
charge of the settlement, he did not “beat around the 
bush.” Smith introduced a very direct rule: only those 
who worked would eat. 

As you can imagine, Smith was not very popular with 
everyone, especially the wealthy, young adventurers who 
had never worked a day in their lives.

John Smith knew it would be a huge challenge for 
the settlers to survive the cold winter months. As the 
weeks went by, Smith urged everyone to work on the 
construction of Jamestown, to gather fruits and berries, 
to fish and hunt, and to use sparingly, or very carefully, 
the little food they had stored.
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The English had no choice but to start again. 
Fortunately, by this time, the weather was getting 
warmer. The Powhatan had taught them how to grow 
corn, which they called maize, now that the weather was 
better. The Native Americans helped them once again 
by supplying the English with more food. Under John 
Smith’s supervision, the men set to work rebuilding their 
homes, planting corn, and learning how to live in this 
new land. 

When spring came, Captain Newport set sail again 
for England. Some historians have written that the 
colonists who had been wasting their time searching for 
gold persuaded Captain Newport to load his ship with 
a large amount of red-colored dirt and bring it with 
him. The gold-hungry colonists were certain that tiny 
pieces of gold would be found once the dirt was properly 
examined in England. However, no gold was found. It 
seems that Captain Newport transported nothing more 
than a shipload of dirt across the Atlantic Ocean! 

Captain Newport returned to Jamestown again in the 
fall. The English colonists were happy to see him again. 
This time, Newport brought more supplies, as well as 
seventy men, and two women. Yes, two women! One 
woman, Mrs. Thomas Forrest, was the wife of one of the 
men on board, and the other was her maid, Ann Burras. 
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without John Smith there to enforce his rules—did 
not manage their food supplies as carefully as they 
should have. Then, once again, part of the settlement 
caught fire. 

This time the Powhatan refused to help the English 
settlers. The settlers waited anxiously for a ship that was 
due to arrive with supplies. But no ship appeared on the 
horizon. The winter of 1609 to 1610 became known as 
the “starving time” because the colonists ran out of food 
and many of them died.

Great distress in Jamestown
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exchange for his daughter, but not the firearms. In 
response, the settlers refused to let Pocahontas go. 
Consequently, or as a result, Pocahontas spent quite 
a bit of time in the English settlement—several years, 
in fact.

During this time, Pocahontas and John Rolfe were 
married and had a son named Thomas. During this 
time, Pocahontas converted to Christianity and took the 
name Rebecca. She and John Rolfe traveled together to 
England, where they were guests at the court of King 
James. Sadly, just as Pocahontas and John Rolfe were 
preparing to return to Virginia, she became very ill. 
Pocahontas died on March 21, 1617, at the age of 22, 
and was buried in England. 

Later, in the last years of his life, John Smith spoke 
of Pocahontas and said that without her help and the 
help of the Powhatan, 
Jamestown would never 
have survived. Perhaps 
this colony was given the 
wrong name. What do 
you think?

John Rolfe and Pocahontas 
meet King James I
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Chapter
Jamestown, Part 
II: Hunting the 
Powhatan Way5

Do you remember in Chapter 3 
you met the orphan boy Tom and 
his sister Jane? Today, you will find 
out more about Tom and his life in 
Jamestown.

Tom was glad it was Sunday. This was the only day 
of the week that many people didn’t work in the fields 
or in their workshops. This made Tom very happy. On 
Sunday, Tom was also allowed to hunt or fish. Before 
chapel, Tom and his friend William often set off to catch 
a rabbit or a fish for the pot. Today was no exception, 
and William had arrived at Tom’s house bright and early.

Tom and William had been hunting and fishing 
together ever since Tom first arrived in Jamestown. Like 
Tom, William was an orphan now living in this English 
colony. William had taught Tom how to use a bow and 
arrow and how to catch fish. 

1618
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William told Tom how the Powhatan got all they needed from 
the forest and the land around them.
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On this particularly beautiful day, however, William 
was in a good mood. The boys were going hunting.

“Come on, Tom. Let’s go and catch our dinner,” he 
yelled as he stood in the Tuckers’ open doorway.

“Don’t be out there all day,” exclaimed Mrs. Tucker. 

“We won’t be,” Tom replied. With that, the two boys 
ran off toward the woodland some distance away.

The boys loved to be in the forest. At this time of the 
year, the sights, smells, and sounds were almost magical. 
As they crept forward, they trod upon a carpet of pine 
needles. The sunlight broke through the tall treetops and 
shafts of light illuminated their path. All around them 
they could hear the scurrying of forest creatures. They 
walked for a while, enjoying the gift of freedom. They 
crossed a stream and bent down to drink the water from 
their cupped hands. As they did, they both heard the 
sudden, sharp sound of a branch breaking.
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The Powhatan boy with his arrow pointed at Tom
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English ships laden with iron products, especially 
guns, arrived in the West African ports to trade their 
goods for slaves and gold. Africans who became enslaved 
had previously lived freely in Africa, but became victims 
of kidnapping by slave raiders. Many of these raiders 
were Africans armed with guns supplied by European 
slave traders. Enslaved Africans were considered to be 
valuable workers.

Captured Africans were loaded onto ships destined 
for parts of North America. This trade route from West 
Africa to North America became known as the Middle 
Passage. If the West Indies was their final destination, 

Captured Africans boarding ship
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enslaved Africans were exchanged for goods, such as 
molasses and sugar, that were then transported to the 
Southern colonies. Many others stayed on the ship and 
were taken to the colonies along with the goods. 

Although there were enslaved Africans in all parts 
of the thirteen English colonies, most enslaved Africans 
were sent to the South. This was because most farms 
in the Middle Atlantic and New England regions 
were smaller and more easily maintained by families. 
However, some enslaved Africans in the cities worked 
in houses and shops as servants or as skilled artisans, or 
craftsmen.

The business of enslaving and shipping captured 
African men, women, and children was a gruesome, or 
terrible, one. Captured Africans were packed like cargo 
onto ships where there was hardly enough room to move. 
Many were chained together, or to parts of the ship. Very 
little food and water was provided, and the conditions 
were extremely unsanitary. There was usually no medical 
assistance for those who became sick. The journey itself 
could take six to ten weeks to complete. The Africans 
had no idea where they were going, or if they would 
survive the journey. 
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George told Seth about working on a tobacco plantation.
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Slaves working on a rice plantation
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The sound of a dog barking woke Seth. He had been 
asleep in the wagon for several hours. When he peeked 
out from under the sack cloth, he saw that the stars 
were twinkling in the night sky. He could smell wood 
burning in the cook’s kitchen. He could hear the sound 
of bullfrogs calling to each other in the night air. 

“Boy am I in trouble!” said Seth out loud as he 
jumped down from the wagon. He crept through the 
darkness toward the small, wooden slave house that he 
lived in with his mother and father. First, he would get 
a talking to from his parents. Then, if the field manager 
had noticed that he had not shown up to work in the 
rice fields, he might be in big trouble. 
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Seth awoke to see stars in the sky.
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Seth peeked through the cracks in the walls of his 
house, the same cracks that let in cold air during the 
winter. A candle burned on a rickety table and in the 
candlelight, he could see his mother sewing his torn 
pants. “Maybe she’ll be too tired to be angry,” Seth 
thought to himself as he pushed open the door and then 
closed it behind him. “It will be a long time before I 
get to play with Laura, Helen and Joseph again,” Seth 
muttered as he faced his mother.

Do you think Seth’s mother will be angry with 
him? Do you think the field manager noticed Seth 
did not show up to work in the rice fields?
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Maryland was different from Virginia because it 
was controlled by Sir Calvert’s family. Sir Calvert’s son 
Cecil determined that Maryland would be a safe haven 
for Catholics. In the beginning, it was. In fact, in 1634, 
Cecil’s brother, Leonard Calvert, led the first group of 
Catholics to this colony. Leonard Calvert later became 
the first governor of Maryland.

The colonists in Maryland made it a priority to 
make peace with local Native Americans right away. 
They did not waste time searching for gold, but instead 
immediately established farms and trading posts. They 
soon settled into organized communities with laws that 
were clearly defined.

It wasn’t long before word got out that Maryland 
was quite a nice place to live. Europeans searching for 
a better life free of poverty and religious persecution 
journeyed to this colony. And it wasn’t just Roman 
Catholics who came. Other Christians who belonged 
to different churches came to settle in Maryland, too. 
Before long, Maryland became known as a place that 
practiced religious freedom—so much so that, in 1649, 
Lord Baltimore had the Maryland General Assembly pass 
the Act of Toleration. This law stated that all Christians 
in Maryland would be tolerated, or allowed the freedom 
to worship. This law confirmed that Christians from 
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reaching this new land, Oglethorpe named it Georgia 
after his royal majesty. (Kings just expected new lands 
to be named after them.) Georgia was even larger back 
then than the state of Georgia is today. It included 
much of present-day Alabama and Mississippi. So that 
was quite a nice piece of land King George gave to 
James Oglethorpe!

However, even though sending debtors to the New 
World seemed like a brilliant plan to Oglethorpe and 
the king, it was difficult to persuade many debtors 
to leave their families and homeland, and sail three 
thousand miles across the Atlantic Ocean to a place 
where they might not be welcomed with open arms. 
Once they arrived, the debtors would have to build 
their own homes, as well as gather, hunt, and grow their 
own food. Many debtors preferred to serve their time 
in jail in England rather than face the unknown in the 
New World. Some might say “beggars can’t be choosers.” 

Oglethorpe receiving 
charter from King 
George II
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In all, about one hundred debtors agreed to go on the 
journey to North America. They began the laborious 
task of helping to turn Georgia into a colony. 

As soon as he arrived in Georgia, Oglethorpe met 
with the leader of the Yamacraw, a group of Native 
Americans in the region. Chief Tomochichi [toh-moh-
chee-chee] and the Yamacraw were willing to trade with 
the English and to allow them to settle there. Oglethorpe 
worked hard to establish alliances with the Yamacraw 
and even invited some of them to visit England. 
Oglethorpe and his band of debtors developed the first 
settlement in Georgia: Savannah.

Oglethorpe meeting with Chief Tomochichi
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the Spanish to the south of us are our main enemy. 
They want this land. The Spanish have a large fort called 
St. Augustine in Spanish Florida. They could attack us 
at any time. Because of this threat, Mr. Oglethorpe has 
once again returned to England to ask King George II 
for soldiers to help protect us. My father says that it is 
only a matter of time before we will have to fight the 
Spanish for this land. These words scare me.

I must go now. I hear my mother calling me. I have 
to help her prepare the evening meal. I hope we get a 
chance to talk again. 

How do you think it felt to know that you 
could be attacked at any time? Do you think King 
George II sent soldiers to protect the colonists?

98

































They had watched as they shivered in the cold. They 
had watched as they buried their dead in the still of 
the night. Mary, Remember, Love, and Wrestling had 
watched, too, and had wondered if they would survive. 

Although there were many hardships, there were two 
things that enabled them to survive. A native tribe called 
the Patuxet, who had lived in the area, had created fields 
for planting. Sadly, many members of this tribe had 
died because they had caught diseases from European 
explorers. Because of this, their fields were not in use. 
This meant that the hungry and weary English colonists 
did not have to clear the forests before planting time.

Having experienced the loss of his own people, a 
Native American called Squanto came to the aid of the 
Pilgrims. Squanto’s friend Samoset agreed to help too. 
Both of these Native Americans spoke English. Squanto 
spoke very good English. In 1605, he had been taken to 
England by an English explorer.
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Squanto and Samoset showed the Pilgrims how to 
plant corn, squash, and beans and how to make these 
crops grow in the poor soil. Squanto also taught people 
to recognize berries and fruits that could be eaten and 
where the best places to fish were. Wrestling Brewster 
often talked of how he had feared these people at 
first. But when they helped the settlers, Wrestling had 
changed his mind. Love and Wrestling had gone fishing 
with Squanto. Squanto gave the Pilgrims hope.

The colonists had also made peace with a local 
tribe called the Wampanoag. Both sides agreed to help 
and protect each other. They agreed to trade with each 
other, too. This meant that the colonists could work on 
building their homes without the fear of attack.
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Americans. He strongly believed that the Native 
Americans should be paid for this land. Before long, the 
leaders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony considered 
him to be a troublemaker. Roger Williams was labeled a 
religious dissenter and was forced to leave the colony. 
There were some who wanted to send him back to 
England! 

Before they could send him back, however, in 1636, 
Roger Williams left the colony in the middle of the 
night in the dead of winter. A few of his supporters left 
with him. It was bitterly cold, and he and his followers 
had nowhere to go. With the help of some Native 
Americans, they survived in the woods for three months. 
Eventually, Williams made his way south to what would 
become Providence, Rhode Island. There he purchased 
land from the Narragansett, a local Native American 
tribe. This area became the colony of Rhode Island. 

Roger 
Williams
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We’ve just talked about the creation of three of the 
four New England colonies. The last New England 
colony is New Hampshire. You might be surprised 
to hear that King James I helped to establish New 
Hampshire, too! Remember how he gave an area of land 
to his friends? Well, he had given land in this part of 
North America to two more 
of his friends—John Mason 
and Ferdinando Gorges. Later, 
the two men divided the land 
in half, and Mason got the 
southern part that became the 
New Hampshire colony in 
1679. Many unhappy Puritan 
settlers also found their way to 
this colony. Gorges received 
the northern half that would 
later become the state of 
Maine.

As you can see, back in the 
17th century, many English 
people were willing to risk 
their lives to sail to a faraway land in the hope of a better 
life. Do you think you would have been willing to do 
the same?

New Hampshire
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A sailor delivered supplies and news from home.
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Chapter
The Middle 
Colonies14

Read-Aloud

The English had now successfully established a 
number of colonies in North America. They were 
determined to claim more land, which is why in 1664 
a fleet of English warships sailed into New Amsterdam 
Harbor, which is now the New York Harbor in New 
York City. England promptly claimed the harbor as 
its own. While they were at it, the English claimed the 

city and all the land 
around it, too. This was 
particularly bold because, 
not only were these areas 
already Dutch colonies, 
but Native Americans 
were living there as well. 
How and why did this 
happen? Let’s go back in 
time to find out.English warships sailing 

into New Amsterdam
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In 1609, Henry 
Hudson, an Englishman 
exploring for the 
Netherlands, set sail 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean on behalf of 
of the Dutch East 
India Company. His 
destination was North 
America. Hudson, like 
many other explorers of 
the time, was searching for a northwestern water route to 
Asia, or what they called the Northwest Passage. 

Although Hudson did not find that route, he did 
find an area that is now part of the greater New York 
City area. When he arrived in this harbor, Hudson 
claimed it for the Netherlands. The harbor area was 
named New Amsterdam, and the colony was named 
New Netherlands. Hudson did, however, name the 
Hudson River after himself. And so, a Dutch colony in 
North America was established. 

Before long, this Dutch colony began to develop 
as an important fur-trading center. Beaver fur was very 
popular in Europe, and Henry Hudson had noted that 
there was an abundance in the area. 

Map of Henry Hudson’s route/
Henry Hudson
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sure that the Dutch realized that it was the custom of 
some Native Americans to negotiate for trade goods in 
return for allowing others to pass through or temporarily 
inhabit the land upon which the natives were settled. 
Rather than create boundaries between the Native 
Americans and the colonists, these exchanges were meant 
to be the basis for continuing social connections between 
the groups.

So, it seems likely that both parties misunderstood 
the nature of the exchange. As a result, conflicts  
arose and continued between the colonists and  
Native Americans in this region just as they had in  
other regions.

As the Dutch colony continued to expand, it began 
to attract more Europeans. The colony allowed for 
certain religious freedom, so people who were not very 
happy with the leaders of their churches began to leave 
their homes and arrive in the New World. This colony 
had excellent land for farming and a growing fur trade. 
The English had set their sights on this area, too. For 
quite some time they had concentrated, or focused, on 
establishing colonies to the north and south of what is 
now New York, but in 1664 they turned their attention 
to this area. 
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At this time in England, Charles II was king. His 
father, Charles I, had been killed because he was not well 
liked by the people, and Charles II had been forced to 
leave England. Later, in 1660, Charles II was invited to 
return and become king. If you remember, King Charles 
II had acquired, or built up, a great deal of debt. This 
happened during the ten years that he had been living 
in exile. During this time, Charles II had borrowed an 
enormous amount of money from friends. It’s not easy 
to live like a king when you are not actually recognized 
as one.

When Charles II reclaimed his throne, he looked 
to North America to solve his debt problems. As you 
know, he had already given land that did not belong 
to him in the South to several of his loyal friends. You 
might ask: “Why didn’t he give away parts of England?” 
Well, because that was against English law. There was no 
such law in place to protect the land in North America, 
and Charles believed he was entitled to claim this land. 
Charles II based this belief on the fact that John Cabot 
had explored North America for England back in the late 
1400s, well before Henry Hudson had done so for the 
Dutch in the early 1600s.
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King Charles II put his brother James in charge of 
coming up with a plan to take New Netherlands from 
the Dutch. In 1664, James, also known as the Duke of 
York, sent a number of warships to New Amsterdam 
Harbor. The Dutch had been taken by surprise. 
Not only was New Amsterdam poorly defended, 
but the townspeople did not particularly like their 
over bearing governor at the time, Peter Stuyvesant 
(stie-vuh-sant). They were unwilling to risk their lives 
for him against the English, so Peter Stuyvesant had 
no choice but to surrender. 

And so, the Duke of York had carried out his mission 
without firing a single shot. King Charles II was very 
pleased indeed. Although the Dutch did try to take 
their colony back several times, they were ultimately 

Peter Stuyvesant surrenders to the English
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now established colonies in three distinct regions: the 
Southern colonies, which were made up of Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia; 
the New England colonies, made up of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire; and 
the Middle colonies, made up of New York, New Jersey, 
and the soon-to-be Pennsylvania, and Delaware.

The population in the Middle colonies grew 
rapidly. These colonies attracted not only English 
people, but people from many other European 
countries, too. In fact, the population in all of the 
English colonies grew, and within one hundred 
years after King Charles II reclaimed his throne, the 
population would grow to be two million! Two of the 
most populous cities in North America at this time 
were located in the Middle Atlantic region: New York 
City and Philadelphia. These cities grew into bustling 
commercial centers with large populations.

People who moved to the Middle colonies from 
another country brought with them their own individual 
languages, culture, and range of skills. The people who 
settled in the Middle colonies were particularly diverse, 
or varied. You can imagine hundreds of new arrivals 
speaking different languages, wearing different kinds of 
clothing, building different types of homes, and eating 
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The village was on the bank of a long, winding river. 
In the village, there were about thirty wigwams and four 
longhouses. Like the wigwams, the longhouses were 
made from a wooden frame covered in bark. Unlike the 
wigwams, though, several families lived together in one 
longhouse. On the outskirts of the village, the children 
could see the Lenni Lenape’s fields full of corn, squash, 
and beans. In the river near the bank, four dugout 
canoes were bobbing up and down in the water. Two of 
the canoes held piles of raccoon, beaver, and fox fur. This 
fur was a sign that some of the Lenni Lenape men would 
soon be setting off to trade with either Europeans or 
other Native Americans. 
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Charles, Hester, and Micah handed over their gifts to the Lenni 
Lenape men.
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Matthew signed the apprenticeship agreement.
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Primrose tried to talk Patience out of her idea to keep a kitten 
for herself.
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Patience kissed the kittens.
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Chapter
Life on a Farm in 
the Middle Atlantic 
Colonies, Part II18

Do you remember that in the last 
chapter, you read a story about Patience 
and Primrose? They found something very 
special under a shrub. Who can remember 
what it was? When you left them, they had 
set off to do their chores. Let’s find out what’s 
happened to them.

The girls’ uncle had given them good advice about 
the Middle Atlantic colonies. These colonies offered 
people from Europe new opportunities as well as 
religious freedom. Although these were English colonies, 
Germans, Dutch, French, Swedish, and Irish people 
came to live in New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and 
Pennsylvania. Every day, more and more people arrived 
to start a new life. 

1701
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Papa often told the children stories about his trips 
into town. He would tell them of all the different 
languages he heard being spoken there. He would 
describe the people who came from many different parts 
of Europe. He would occasionally bring home strange 
and unusual foods he had bought from the market or the 
street vendors. One of their favorites was English ‘pop 
robbins’. The girls looked forward to the delicious balls 
of batter made from flour and eggs boiled in milk. Papa 
would describe the styles of clothes people wore and the 
different customs he had heard about. 

Almost all of their neighbors were from different 
parts of Europe. Their closest neighbor was a family 
from Germany. In the first years of the 18th century, 
German families had begun to arrive in this colony. At 
harvest thanksgiving time, their German neighbors had 
cooked scrapple and brought it to their home. The boys 
had loved this pudding dish of meat and grain. The girls 
were less thrilled, but they had loved the apple strudel 
that followed. The girls and their family had also been 
invited to visit with an Irish family who lived about a 
mile away. Mama had been amazed by how much the 
Irish family liked to eat butter and cream.
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The Middle Atlantic colonies were not only known 
for farming. Along the coast, fisherman fished and 
skilled craftsmen built boats and ships. Men cut down 
trees from the forests and turned them into lumber to be 
used to make boats as well as to be shipped to towns and 
cities in England. 

Because people of different faiths were free to 
worship as they wished, different kinds of churches were 
springing up throughout the Middle Atlantic colonies. 
There were various Christian churches, including the 
Lutheran church that the girls’ family attended. Like 
the children’s family, most of the Swedish settlers were 
Lutheran. There were Jewish temples, too. Small, one-
roomed schoolhouses were also beginning to appear. 
Only boys could attend them. The girls’ two older 
brothers went to school to learn reading, writing, and 
manners. When they weren’t at school, Papa taught the 
boys how to hunt, farm, build fences, and make tools. 
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Primrose and Patience went about doing their chores. 
They led the cows into the pasture. The cows followed 
them obediently along the familiar track. After that, 
they weeded and watered the newly planted vegetable 
garden, stopping only once to drink water from the well 
and to put on their sun bonnets. They did not speak 
much as they worked. Primrose hummed to herself as 
she worked though. As they neared the end of their task, 
Patience looked up and exclaimed, “I know! I will hide 
my kitten in my pocket. That way, she can come with 
me everywhere I go. Her name will be Midnight.” 

Primrose glanced at her sister and sighed. There was 
no point disagreeing with her or even pointing out the 
fact that her kitten would grow into a cat. It was clear 
that Patience was determined to have a pet kitten.
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and had also claimed the Mississippi River valley for 
France. Whereas some of these land claims resulted in 
wars on European soil, other clashes were beginning to 
take place in North America. 

At the same time, more and more Europeans were 
coming to the English colonies and searching for new 
land to settle. They began to move further west, away 
from the coastal areas where people had first settled. 
Over time, the Native Americans began to realize that 
there would be no end to the influx of people.

In 1675, war broke out in New England. It was time 
for the Wampanoag to take a stand. Chief Metacom, 
the son of Chief Massasoit [mass-uh-so-it], led a war 
party against some 
English settlers. 
This attack turned 
into an all-out 
conflict. Eventually 
the English settlers 
won, essentially 
destroying the 
Wampanoag tribe, 
and taking even 
more of their land.

Wampanoag approaching English 
settlement
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Fighting a war for many years is a very expensive 
thing to do. When it was over, the British Parliament 
realized that they had spent a great deal of money. 
Britain was in financial trouble, and someone had  
to help get them out of it. That someone was the  
thirteen colonies. 

The prime minister of Great Britain at the end of 
the French and Indian War was a man named George 
Grenville. Grenville was asked to come up with a plan to 
pay off Britain’s debt. He thought long and hard about 
this and did indeed come up with a plan. “How about 
taxing the colonists?” he thought to himself. “After all, 
Great Britain fought the war to defend the colonists 
against the French and the Native Americans!” Grenville 
presented his plan to King George III and Parliament. 
Everyone in Britain agreed. It was a great plan. 

King George III before Parliament; Proclamation being read
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In 1764, the British Parliament passed the Sugar Act. 
This law placed a tax on foreign sugar and molasses. By 
making foreign sugar and molasses more expensive, the 
colonists were being forced to buy these goods from the 
British producers in the West Indies. However, this act 
did not just include sugar; it also included wine, cloth, 
coffee, and silk. The colonists were now taxed if they 
chose to buy less expensive products from other nations. 

Then in 1765, the British Parliament passed the 
Stamp Act. The Stamp Act stated that all printed 
materials produced in the colonies would be taxed. 
Newspapers, magazines, legal documents, and—believe 
it or not—even cards, would cost more. People were 
required to buy a stamp and place it on the paper item 
they had purchased.

In the same year, the Quartering Act was passed by 
the British Parliament. This meant that colonists had to 
help provide quarters, or temporary places to live, for the 
British soldiers stationed in the colonies. The colonists 
also had to provide supplies, such as food, bedding, 
candles, and firewood. 

For many years, the colonists had handled their own 
affairs. Now, members of a government three thousand 
miles away had voted to tax the colonists. The colonists 
were not allowed to vote for these British leaders, so they 
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Chapter
The Road to 
Revolution, Part II20

Read-Aloud

As you have heard, the colonists were in strong 
opposition to the taxes Great Britain kept heaping on 
them. Their famous words were, “No taxation without 
representation!”

Patrick Henry before House of Burgesses speaking against tax
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One man in particular, Patrick Henry, began to 
speak up. Patrick Henry was a Virginia lawyer. In 
Williamsburg, Virginia, he stood before the House of 
Burgesses and spoke out against the king and the new 
tax. Patrick Henry stated that only colonial governments 
should have the power to introduce new taxes in the 
colonies. 

In 1765, the twenty-seven elected leaders of nine 
colonies made their way to New York. They met to 
discuss what could be done about the Stamp Act. This 
meeting became known as the Stamp Act Congress. 
Members of the Congress informed the British 
Parliament that this tax was unjust.

Another outspoken leader at this time was a man 
named Samuel Adams from Massachusetts. He organized 
a group of people who became known as the Sons of 
Liberty. These men protested in the streets, burned the 
stamps, and threatened the agents whose job it was to 
collect the taxes. It soon became impossible to impose 
the Stamp Act. And so in 1766, the British Parliament 
was forced to repeal it. When the colonists heard this 
news, they celebrated their victory.

Members of Parliament were not happy. King George 
insisted that it was Britain’s right to tax the colonies. 
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It would not be fair to say that tea caused the 
American Revolution, but it played a part. The colonists 
were still refusing to buy tea from Britain. And King 
George and his government were refusing to listen to 
the colonists. In 1773, the British Parliament introduced 
a new law called the Tea Act. This time they said that 
only the British East India Company could sell tea to the 
colonies—and the tea would still be taxed. 

The colonists responded that, not only did they not 
want this tea, they didn’t want trade ships bringing it 
into the colonies, either. In other words, they would give 
up drinking British tea altogether. 

In 1773, three British trade ships loaded with tea 
appeared in the Boston Harbor. The Sons of Liberty 
took action. Wearing elements of Native American war 
clothing, they threw all of the tea into the water! This 
event became known as The Boston Tea Party.

Boston  
Tea Party
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Listen, my children, and you shall hear

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five:

Hardly a man is now alive

Who remembers that famous day and year.

He said to his friend, “If the British march

By land or sea from the town to-night,

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch

Of the North Church tower as a signal-light,

One, if by land, and two, if by sea;

And I on the opposite shore will be . . .” 

Paul Revere saw the signal of two lanterns lit by his 
friend in the church tower. That meant the British were 
coming by sea, so he rode all night to Concord to warn 
the colonists. Although Paul Revere was captured, the 
colonial soldiers, 
called Minutemen, 
were warned and 
prepared for the 
arrival of the British. 

Paul Revere’s Ride
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The very first shots of the American Revolution 
were fired in Lexington on April 19, 1775, as the British 
soldiers were on their way to Concord. Historians are 
not certain who fired the first shot. Several Minutemen 
died in this exchange of fire. The British soldiers 
continued their march toward Concord. However, when 
they got there, the weapons were nowhere to be found. 

Paul Revere’s heroic ride had warned the colonists 
in time for them to move their weapons. The British 
began to retreat. As they did, they were fired upon by 
Minutemen. Many British soldiers were killed. 

A second gathering of leaders from each colony was 
called in the city of Philadelphia, which would later 
become the first capital of the United States. Shortly 
before this meeting, Patrick Henry had uttered these 
famous words: “I know not what course others may take, 
but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!” 

At this Second Continental Congress, George 
Washington was chosen to be the Commander-in-Chief 
in charge of an army that did not yet fully exist, but 
which the leaders anticipated they would soon need.
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During this time, many letters and petitions were 
sent to King George. Among them was the Declaration 
of Independence, primarily penned by Thomas Jefferson 
and approved by the Founding Fathers on July 4, 1776.

King George responded by ignoring the colonists’ 
requests and sending more British soldiers to the 
colonies. The long and difficult battle for American 
independence had begun.

Declaration of Independence; the Stars and Stripes colonial flag
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homesick—sad because you are away from your home, 
homeland, or family and friends

I
illuminate—to light up (illuminated) 

independence—freedom

indicate—to make a sign of (indicated)

inevitable—unavoidable; unstoppable

influx—An arrival; entry

ingredient—an item needed to make something (ingredients) 

intend—to plan (intended)

interference—interruption; unexpected stop in a plan or action.

iron sulfate—a bluish-green salt used to make inks 

issues—problems or difficulties

J
Jewish—people whose ancestors are from ancient Hebrew tribes 
of Israel; Jewish people believe that God has chosen them to 
have a special relationship with him 

just—fair 
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occasionally—sometimes but not often 

occupation—a job

off course—not following the intended plan 

opportunity—a chance to do something (opportunities) 

orchard—an area of land where fruit trees grow 

originally—at first 

orphan—a child whose parents are no longer alive 

outskirts—the outer edges of a town or city 

outspoken—refers to someone that speaks in an honest or 
open way

overgrown—covered with plants that have grown in an 
uncontrolled way 

P
pastor—a religious leader or minister 

Patuxet—a Native American group from the area around 
Plymouth and what is now southeastern Massachusetts; the 
Patuxet grew corn, fished, hunted, and helped the Pilgrims when 
they first arrived at Plymouth 

persecute—to continually treat in a harsh and unfair way due to 
a person’s beliefs (persecuted) 

persuade—to convince (persuaded) 

pheasant—a large bird with a long tail that is hunted for fun 
and for food 
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W
well-being—a feeling of happiness and good health 

Welsh—from the country of Wales 

witness—to see something happen (witnessed) 

worship—to show love and devotion to God or a god by 
praying or going to a religious service 

would-be—hoping to be a particular type of person 

wrestler—a person who fights by holding and pushing 
(Wrestling)
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