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Nat 

This is Nat.

Nat is a kid I met at camp.
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The Fish

This is a snap shot of Natƛs ǲsh.

The ǲsh swim and splash and 
munch on ǲsh snacks. 
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The bus went past a big clock. 
A bell went ding, dong, ding, 
dong.

“That is Big Ben!” said Nat.

“Who is Big Ben?” I said.

“Big Ben is not a man,” Nat said. 
“Big Ben is the bell that is in that 
clock.”
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The Map 

Once all of us were on a trip 
when a dog ran up and bit the 
map.

Dot said, “Bad dog! Stop that! 
Drop that map! Drop it!”

But the dog did not drop the 
map. The dog ran up the block 
with the map.
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Nat had a glass of milk with his 
ǲsh and chips. Then his hand hit 
the glass. 

Splash! 

The milk went on Dotƛs ǲsh and 
chips. 

This snap shot tells it all.
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About this Book

This book has been created for use by students learning to read with the Core 
Knowledge Reading Program. Readability levels are suitable for early readers. The book 
has also been carefully leveled in terms of its “code load,” or the number of spellings 
used in the stories. 

The English writing system is complex. It uses more than 200 spellings to stand for 
40-odd sounds. Many sounds can be spelled several different ways, and many spellings 
can be pronounced several different ways. This book has been designed to make early 
reading experiences simpler and more productive by using a subset of the available 
spellings. It uses only spellings students have been taught to sound out as part of their 
phonics lessons, plus a handful of Tricky Words, which have also been deliberately 
introduced in the lessons. This means the stories will be 100% decodable if they are 
assigned at the proper time.

As the students move through the program, they learn new spellings and the “code 
load” in the decodable Readers increases gradually. The code load graphic on this page 
indicates the number of spellings students are expected to know in order to read the 
ĤSTU TUPSZ PG UIF CPPL BOE UIF OVNCFS PG TQFMMJOHT TUVEFOUT BSF FYQFDUFE UP LOPX JO 
PSEFS UP SFBE UIF ĤOBM TUPSJFT JO UIF CPPL] ;IF DPMVNOT PO UIF PQQPTJUF QBHF MJTU UIF 
TQFDJĤD TQFMMJOHT BOE ;SJDLZ >PSET TUVEFOUT BSF FYQFDUFE UP SFDPHOJ[F BU UIF CFHJOOJOH 
of this Reader. The bullets at the bottom of the opposite page identify spellings, 
Tricky Words, and other topics that are introduced gradually in the unit this Reader 
accompanies. 

Visit us on the web at www.coreknowledge.org.
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