
UNLEASHING POWERFUL WRITERS

Providing Strong Writing Instruction 
for Multilingual/English Learners
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The research is clear: Literacy instructional 
approaches are evolving and educators are 
implementing improved practices. The 
Science of Reading has given educators 
parameters for evaluating resources, 
structures for successful application, and 
evidence-based practices to implement.

What’s not always clear is how all 
this applies to our nation’s five million 
multilingual/English learners (ML/ELs), 
especially where writing instruction is 
concerned. Though some believe that the 
Science of Reading applies only to reading 
instruction and to monolingual students, it 
does in fact include research about writing 
instruction and multilingual/English 
learners. We’re excited to share  
that with you!

https://amplify.com/science-of-reading
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Though the research that makes up the Science of Reading does 
address writing development, it focuses heavily on reading development. 
But reading and writing are intrinsically linked, made up of a series of 
interwoven processes, requiring us to use a lot of the same knowledge and 
skills. (We’ll get more into that later.)

As for the Science of Reading and ML/ELs? To answer that specific 
question, in late 2023, The Reading League published a statement 
indicating that the Science of Reading does in fact apply to literacy 
development for multilingual/English learners.

The Science of Reading is for everyone

There are a couple of important caveats, though. First, more research 
focused on ML/ELs is needed. Second, when delivering effective writing 
instruction for ML/ELs, educators should include:

•	 Oral language opportunities for English language development.

•	 Recognition of students’ funds of knowledge.

•	 Connections to students’ home languages.

•	 A variety of assessment types.

•	 Opportunities to use culturally and linguistically diverse materials.

https://www.thereadingleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Joint-Statement-on-the-Science-of-Reading-and-English-Learners_Emergent-Bilinguals-20.pdf


https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2023/03/SoR_Biliteracy_Placemats-ENG__032023.pdf
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Natalie Wexler, co-author with (with Judith C. Hochman, Ed.D.), of The 
Writing Revolution: A Guide to Advancing Thinking Through Writing in All 
Subjects and Grades, says, “Writing is the hardest thing we ask students 
to do.” But writing is a fantastic way to get students to build knowledge, 
improve their comprehension, AND learn how the English language works.

Writing is one of the four domains of language, along with speaking, 
listening, and reading. By identifying, supporting, and enhancing 
opportunities where the domains of language work together, rather than 
in isolation, educators can ensure that their multilingual/English learners 
have daily and varied opportunities to grow their language skills.

“Combining reading and writing is part of the Science of Reading,” writes 
literacy educator Tim Shanahan, Ph.D. “If you want better reading scores, 
the Science of Reading says do not neglect writing, nor dispatch it to 
someplace else in the curriculum. When you feel especially pressured to 
improve reading achievement, that is the time to embrace more tightly 
the combination of reading and writing.”

The other half of literacy

Writing and reading are reciprocal by nature. In both, we use many of the 
same skills and pull from much of the same knowledge, and strengthening 
one strengthens the other. Writing is also an important communication tool 
for ML/ELs to deepen engagement with the language they’re acquiring. 
Doing so will lead to a greater understanding of grammar, structure, and 
vocabulary; stronger comprehension skills; and a larger academic and 
general knowledge bank.

https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/how-should-we-combine-reading-and-writing




https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-4/episode-8-empowering-multilingual-learners-with-elsa-cardenas-hagan/


https://iei.nd.edu/initiatives/notre-dame-center-for-literacy-education/news/rethinking-effective-writing-instruction
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What ML/EL students’ 
writing can tell us

ML/EL students draw on all their linguistic assets. This is often visible 
in students’ writing and carries meaningful information about their 
language and literacy skills. What may be perceived as an error is often an 
approximation rooted in the sound-spelling or grammatical structure of the 
student’s other language. Rather than correcting the student and moving 
on, we must acknowledge and celebrate how the student is applying what 
they know and expressing something in the language they are acquiring.

The student’s writing can then inform the next steps of making a 
connection to English, modeling English grammar or spelling, or accepting 
the approximation as the student continues on in their English acquisition 
journey. These approaches honor the student’s linguistic assets and 
development as ML/ELs.

DID YOU KNOW?

Together, mCLASS DIBELS® 8th Edition and mCLASS Lectura offer dual language reporting that 
details an asset-based view of a student’s biliteracy story. mCLASS and mCLASS Lectura detail 
students’ areas of skill proficiency in each language, enabling educators to help students build on 
those strengths and make connections to their second language. Educators can easily track biliteracy 
development while receiving practical guidance in supporting student growth.

mCLASS and mCLASS Lectura help you understand the full scope of students’ literacy proficiency, 
and reduce your risk of underestimating students’ abilities.
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Writing is the most difficult mode of 
language, and is especially difficult when 
also learning a new language. But writing 
can also present fun and effective ways 
to strengthen language development for 
multilingual/English learners and help 
them create strong connections between 
their home language and a new language—
all while celebrating linguistic diversity.

Grounding writing experiences in 
methods that ensure that multilingual/
English learners receive explicit and 
structured instruction with culturally 
sensitive guidance and correction will 
be powerful for you as an educator. And 
more importantly, it’ll be powerful for 
your students!



Notes
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Want to unlock your students’ full potential?  
Visit amplify.com/science-of-reading-programs/  
to get started!

https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-programs/

