
UNLEASHING POWERFUL WRITERS

Providing strong writing 
instruction in elementary school

Elementary school is a critical period for students in so many ways, in particular 
for literacy. Building a solid foundation for reading and writing has a lasting impact 
on students’ lives, so it’s vital to provide strong literacy instruction from a proven 
curriculum that supports all students.

The Science of Reading clearly indicates how best to support students as they learn 
to read, but reading is only half of the literacy equation. What about writing?



The relationship between reading and 
writing is incredibly significant.

Not only does a robust knowledge base help students become stronger 
readers, but it also helps them become stronger writers. And the more 
students read, the more they’re exposed to different texts, sentence 
structures, and vocabulary, all of which help them grow as writers.

Because of this relationship, writing and reading are best taught in tandem. 
Students continually apply what they’re learning in writing activities in the 
curriculum to the texts they’re reading, and vice versa.

DID YOU KNOW?

Amplify Core Knowledge Language Arts® 
(CKLA) helps students connect sounds 
(phonemes) with their corresponding 
written letters (graphemes). The process 
involves hearing a sound, then vocalizing, 
writing, and reading it, further embedding 
the association.

DID YOU KNOW?

Starting in the earliest grades, Amplify 
CKLA provides consistent, explicit 
instruction in grammar, conventions, 
punctuation, spelling, and sentence-
level writing, while allowing for practical 
application through authentic writing 
tasks. 

Explicit and structured writing instruction is necessary for all students to be 
successful writers, as well as successful readers. And the earlier students 
learn to write, the more time they’ll have to practice and strengthen their 
skills, which will prepare them for increased challenge in future grades.



Writing is a complex endeavor, 
especially at the elementary level.

DID YOU KNOW?

With Amplify CKLA, students in grades K–2 learn writing mechanics and 
processes, and get practice with written work of varying lengths using the 
three-step writing process of Plan-Draft-Edit.

In grades 3–5, the process expands to include seven steps:  
Plan-Draft-Share-Evaluate-Revise-Edit-Publish. Writing now includes 
peer collaboration and teacher scaffolding, helping students grow more 
accustomed to both offering and receiving feedback.

As students grow, writing activities become more complex, challenging 
students more and more and helping them see writing as an active 
process in which they can creatively experiment and continue growing and 
reinforcing their knowledge base.

The Amplify CKLA Writing Process is introduced in Grade 1 and 
practiced across lessons in a variety of writing projects.

Students need to know how to hold a pencil, create the strokes and shapes 
of letters, and render both lowercase and uppercase letters, all before they 
can compose words, sentences, paragraphs, and essays. Providing explicit 
instruction in writing mechanics, including handwriting, is critical for 
students to flourish as writers.



DID YOU KNOW?

In Amplify CKLA, writing activities require students to write:

•	 In every major text type (narrative, opinion/argumentative, 
and informational/explanatory).

•	 For different audiences.

•	 At different lengths, including short daily journaling, 
responses to single-sitting writing prompts, and long 
research projects completed over multiple days.

Want to create the next generation of confident, 
expressive writers? Visit amplify.com/ckla.

Writing instruction should be 
connected to what students are reading.

Like reading, writing is made up of a series of interwoven skills and 
processes, and it develops over time with intentional, explicit instruction. 
All students have the potential to be incredible, confident writers. It’s up 
to educators to provide the best instruction, opportunities, and support to 
bring out each student’s inner Langston Hughes!

Writing instruction is strongest when it engages students in a variety of 
activities that are always connected to the texts they’re reading. Over time, 
students should be challenged more with creative writing, analytical writing, 
and the showcasing of independent thinking. This helps students build their 
writing skills gradually, so writing becomes another way to communicate, as 
opposed to another task to complete, and the writing process becomes more 
automatic and natural.

http://amplify.com/ckla

