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Amplify CKLA's Alignment
Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework

Amplify CKLA (Core Knowledge Language Arts) materials align with the expectations outlined in the New
York City Department of Education Definition of Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education and the
New York State Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework. Amplify CKLA understands that
students must be able both to respect their own backgrounds and experiences and confidently
communicate and work with peers from around the world. To that end, the program offers many
opportunities for students to recognize themselves in familiar characters and to open their minds to new
perspectives—all while developing a lifelong love of reading and learning.

Amplify CKLA presents multifaceted pictures of people by introducing students to a broad range of
identity factors while avoiding stereotypes. Throughout, students encounter people from different
backgrounds performing everyday roles that underscore the common things that connect us all while
also dispelling stereotypes.

At Amplify, we believe that every child is capable of becoming a skilled reader. For us, that belief is more
than just a nice idea. It is a foundation for action and an urgent call for high-quality materials that give
every child the same opportunity. And the latest reading science shows that the best instruction
supports all students. We have identified the four pillars of equity based on that science. These key
starting points offer concrete actions teachers can take to create a classroom where every student
succeeds at reading—and to open numerous opportunities for every student. Amplify has created
program-wide guidance in a brief titled the Four Pillars of Equity, which can be found in its entirety here.

The Four Pillars of Equity
1. Teach all kids how to crack the written code.

Reading science indicates that all children require one thing in order to read: the power to
decode—the ability to match letters to sounds and see the patterns that form syllables and
words. Reading science also shows explicit instruction in phonics and letter-sound relationships
is the most effective key to that code. Training young students in decoding actually builds a new
area in their brains where letter and word recognition happens—and that area functions better
with practice.

2. Expose students to knowledge and vocabulary beyond their lived experience.

Not all students arrive at school with the same background knowledge. Effective literacy
instruction must celebrate the experiences students have but not assume each student has
specific pieces of prior knowledge—rather, it must build knowledge in the classroom. Amplify
CKLA's K-3 Readers provides students with a wide range of visually diverse characters in a variety
of locations. Each reader, designed as a chapter book with compelling characters and storylines,
was developed by an international team of illustrators who share characteristics with the people
represented in the text, ensuring sensitive, authentic portrayals.


https://amplify-com-mktg.imgix.net/app/uploads/2019/04/12181054/Amplify-CKLA-Four-Pillars-of-Equity-Brief.pdf
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Throughout the program, students learn about different characters and communities, exposing
them to stories about people and places that may be familiar to them, but also to some in which
they will build new knowledge. For example, in each of the Skills Readers, images and short bios
of the illustrators are included on a ‘Meet the Illustrator’ page. Each of the illustrators for the
Skills Readers came from similar backgrounds and communities as the settings and characters
they were illustrating in the reading. Bringing the pages of the Skills Readers to life in authentic
ways for students is one way that we utilize the power of representation as a vehicle to spark
learning and interest for students. The Student Readers were illustrated by well-known and
award-winning artists such as Mia Saine, Emily Mendoza, Dominique Ramsey, and Amy Xu.
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Make sure all students are reading complex text.

Instead of being grouped into different levels based on text complexity, students should all
encounter the same text—with appropriate differentiation, such as varying the amount and type
of scaffolding to best support students with different needs. With the proper supports and
scaffolds, all students can handle grade-level decodable text. Providing students with equitable
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exposure to complex texts produces more skilled readers across the board. Text complexity gives
all students in the classroom the chance to challenge themselves and grow.

4. Believe all students can achieve.

It is essential for educators to enter the classroom with high expectations for all students—and
with the belief that every student is capable of meeting, even exceeding, those expectations.
This equity pillar provides the foundation and motivation for the other three. When we believe
in every student’s capacity to succeed, we make sure every student has rich content, complex
texts, and powerful tools for learning. In other words, we provide high-quality instructional
material based on reading science.

Amplify CKLA materials value the background, views, and needs of all students. Amplify CKLA instills
appreciation for the value of all people—including people with different backgrounds and people with
differing physical, mental, and neurological circumstances—and it does not communicate negativity or
hostility toward any people.

Amplify CKLA offers extensive materials to help bridge the connection between school and home,
including family letters embedded throughout the program that offer background information and
context about what students are learning and provide suggestions on how family members can support
that learning by reinforcing main lesson objectives, helping students share knowledge content, and
promoting vocabulary development at home. These Take-Home letters particularly help family members
support students’ learning at home in such areas as foundational skills, comprehension, and higher-order
questioning. Family letters are embedded in student Activity Books; see examples in the Kindergarten
Skills Unit 3 Activity Book, the Grade 2 Skills Unit 3 Activity Book, and the Grade 3 Unit 4 Activity Book.

Educators know that student mindset matters. But so does our mindset. It is essential for educators to
enter the classroom with high expectations for all students—and with the belief that every student is
capable of meeting, even exceeding, those expectations. This attitude can change the way we teach, and
thus the way students learn. This equity pillar provides the foundation and motivation for the other
three. When we believe in every student’s capacity to succeed, we make sure every student has rich
content, complex texts, and powerful tools for learning. In other words, we provide high-quality
instructional material based on reading science. Reading science bears out something educators know
intuitively: equity focused literacy instruction is not just the right thing to do. It’s the way all children
learn best—and the way toward offering them a better future. At Amplify, we believe that educators and
students alike benefit from equity-based instruction. Our CKLA program shows this, and our all-green
ratings from EdReports.com confirm it: at Amplify, building high-quality, equity-based curricula is our
priority.




