
Bring the world to 
kids with knowledge
Knowledge and language comprehension 
are critical components of literacy 
development—just as important as phonics.

Building background knowledge has been shown to increase:

Reading comprehension

Using existing background knowledge is the best way to help 
students understand texts, respond to questions, and think critically.

Outcomes in other subject areas

Studies have shown that intentional knowledge-building has led to 
better outcomes for students in other subject areas, too, including 
math, science, and social studies.

Engagement

More complex content piques students’ interest and prompts inquiry, 
so they learn new information more naturally by linking it to what 
they already know—just as the brain stores new information by 
associating it with known information.

Equity

A recent groundbreaking, independent study showed that use of 
a knowledge-building curriculum helped eliminate income-based 
achievement gaps for students in elementary school.

Finding 1

Test scores significantly improved  
with the Core Knowledge curriculum.
From Kindergarten to Grade 6, the cumulative 
long-term gain for students learning using the 
knowledge-building curriculum was approximately 
16 percentile points.

Finding 2

Income-based achievement  
gaps were eliminated.
“At the one low-income school in the study, the 
gains were large enough to eliminate altogether 
the achievement gap associated with income.”

— Robert Pondiscio, senior fellow  
Thomas B. Fordham Institute

https://amplify.com/index.php?amp-pdf-file=/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CKLA_Flyer-CoreKnowledgeResearch_041423-Web.pdf
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/long-last-ed-hirsch-jr-gets-his-due-new-research-shows-big-benefits-core


Moving to a knowledge-focused 
instructional approach doesn’t 
have to be daunting.

If you’re ready to move to a knowledge-building 
approach, you may be wondering how to choose 
the right curriculum to best help you and your 
students. We can help!

Though it is a cultural shift, there are several 
things you can do to make this transition easier.
As we share in our ebook, Getting Started With 
Knowledge-based Learning, the best things 
you can do are to:

•	Identify your goals for the shift and create a 
culture of knowledge.

•	Make sure teachers in the same grade levels 
and across grade levels are working together.

•	Remember the numerous benefits that 
knowledge-building brings to all students. 
Seeing the incredible impact of intentional 
knowledge-building takes time, so be patient!

https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CKLA_Ebook_Knowledge-Grows_080723_v01_web.pdf
https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CKLA_Ebook_Knowledge-Grows_080723_v01_web.pdf


4. It builds both knowledge and 
foundational skills.

This approach takes into account both sides of the 
Reading Rope, supporting word recognition and 
language comprehension. With a curriculum that takes 
this approach, students have everything they need to 
build the foundation for a lifetime of literacy success. 
Instead of learning to read so they can read to learn, 
students using a content-rich curriculum learn to read 
(word recognition) and learn about the world (language 
comprehension) at the same time.

2. It’s coherent and builds over time.

With a high-quality knowledge-based curriculum, 
students should be learning about important areas 
over multiple grades in a systematic way. Prerequisite 
vocabulary and understanding should precede units that 
rely on them.

3. It exposes students to a wide range 
of knowledge.

Instead of spending months on just one topic, a high-
quality program provides a rich, wide variety of topics 
and connects them within and across grades. This gives 
students exposure to a broad range of topics—diverse 
in time, culture, and place—that adds to their bank of 
knowledge and domain vocabulary. ...

and geology in Grade 4.

Plants in Kindergarten...

...ecology in Grade 3...

Here are several key things to look for 
in a knowledge-building curriculum:

1. It’s content-specific.

A knowledge-based curriculum should identify and teach 
important knowledge that students need to learn over 
multiple grades, in areas such as science, social studies, 
literature, and the arts.



The best way to bring the world to 
your students is by implementing 
a high-quality, proven knowledge-
building curriculum that gives 
your students access to the right 
knowledge at the right time.

Amplify Core Knowledge Language Arts® 
(CKLA) connects topics and spirals learning 
within and across grades, making it easy for 
teachers to foster and support knowledge-
building and for students to encounter diverse 
people, ideas, and places every day, so they 
can become increasingly more knowledgeable, 
curious, and invested in their own learning.
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Want to get started? 

Visit amplify.com/ckla to learn more about our highly 
rated core literacy curriculum built from the only 
knowledge sequence with demonstrated results.

http://amplify.com/ckla

