










How it works

Knowledge

Through complex read-alouds with an 
emphasis on classroom interactivity, oral 
comprehension, and contextual vocabulary, 
students start to build their awareness of the 
world around them—and the way the reading 
skills they’re building give them access to it.

Skills

Starting with sounds, students practice 
their phonemic awareness, handwriting 
skills, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar. 
Through daily practice, students become 
aware of the connection between reading 
and writing, building confidence as they go.
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What’s our approach?

Strong skills foundation

You know great reading instruction starts with 
helping students develop great reading skills. 
Built on the Science of Reading, Amplify CKLA 
features an explicit, systematic approach that 
leverages multisensory instruction. By building 
a solid foundation of phonological awareness 
and phonics, reading the words on the page 
becomes automatic, opening the door for deep 
comprehension and critical thinking.   

Deep content knowledge

Research shows that reading comprehension 
increases when students have background 
knowledge about a topic. We’ve designed CKLA 
around topics that interest kids, from science 
to world history to great literature and art. 
Students build connections across domains 
and grades, deepening their understanding 
and engagement with each year.

Authentic, diverse texts

Diverse texts provide both windows and 
mirrors, helping students better understand 
themselves and the world around them. CKLA 
provides students with a variety of texts— 
including rich authentic literature, novel 
studies, Student Readers, and more. Our K–2 
decodable chapter books feature relevant 
characters and gorgeous illustrations that 
honor students' diverse backgrounds within an 
authentic reading experience.
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Equity is at 		
the center of 			
our instruction.
We believe we have a responsibility to provide literacy 
instruction that gives every student equal opportunity 
to succeed and excel. Amplify CKLA builds students’ 
knowledge about the world, helping students see 
people who resemble them and familiar situations or 
experiences while also exposing them to people whose 
appearances, lives, beliefs, and backgrounds differ 
from their own. 

In addition to teaching all students to crack the 
written code (which is vital for equity), the Amplify 
CKLA program helps students see the strengths and 
experiences we all share while celebrating their own 
unique identities and experiences. 

Authentic literature

Authentic literature exposes students to a variety of text types and 
perspectives to deepen their knowledge of fascinating topics in social 
studies, science, literature, and the arts. Authentic texts support text-
to-self, text-to-world, and text-to-text connections for readers.

Student Readers

Amplify CKLA is built on the conviction that equitable instruction is 
vital to an effective program. Decodable Student Readers are newly 
re-designed to celebrate students’ diverse experiences and feature 
individuals with a broad range of identity factors, including socio-
economic status, age, ability, race, ethnicity, country of origin, 		
religion, and more.
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Making connections year by year

All About Me

Families and Communities

Plants

Animals

Habitats

Classic Tales

Important People in American History

Nursery Rhymes and Fables

The Five Senses

Stories

Plants

Farms

Native Americans

Kings and Queens

Seasons and Weather

Columbus and the Pilgrims

Colonial Towns and Townspeople

Taking Care of the Earth

Presidents and American Symbols

Fables and Stories

The Human Body

Different Lands, Similar Stories

Early World Civilizations

Early American Civilizations

Astronomy

The History of the Earth

Animals and Habitats

Fairy Tales

A New Nation: American Independence

Frontier Explorers

History connections

Literature connections

PreK Kindergarten Grade 1
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Kindergarten •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••

Grade 1 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••

Grade 2 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••

Grade 3 •• •• •• •• ••

Grade 4

Grade 5

Foundational skills by year
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Domains Trade books
Nursery Rhymes and Fables

Start learning about literature with these classic Mother Goose rhymes.

Hush: A Thai Lullaby by Minfong Ho

The Five Senses

Learning about the body starts with learning about how we experience the world.

Rainbow Joe and Me by Maria Diaz Strom

Stories

We learn about the parts of a book and some of the stories that go in one.

Red Riding Hood by James Marshall

Plants

The life cycle of plants and the history of George Washington Carver.

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle

Farms

Now we know how plants make their food...but what about animals?

The Cazuela that the Farm Maiden Stirred  

by Samantha R. Vamos

Native Americans

Who were the first people in America? A look at the Lenape, Wampanoag,  

and Lakota Sioux.

D is for Drum: A Native American Alphabet  

by Michael Shoulders

Kings and Queens

To understand fairy tales, it’s best to first understand royalty.

Princess Hyacinth by Florence Parry Heide

Seasons and Weather

The study of natural cycles continues with the weather and why it happens.

Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco

Columbus and the Pilgrims

A look at the first contact between Europe and the Americas, and some of  

its results.

Pilgrims of Plymouth by Susan E. Goodman

Colonial Towns and Townspeople

Before the War for Independence, how did the town  

and country depend on one another?

Ox-Cart Man by Donald Hall

Taking Care of the Earth

We only have one Earth—here are some ways to help care for it.

The Wump World by Bill Peet

Presidents and American Symbols

Start learning about government through the lives of five presidents.

If I Were President by Catherine Stier
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Skills
Every day in the CKLA classroom, students will practice 
their existing reading skills while stretching themselves 
toward new goals. In K–2, each day includes dedicated skills 
time to help you give students a solid foundation. In the 
upper grades, skills instruction becomes integrated with 
Knowledge lessons, and students engage with increasingly 
complex content-rich texts and writing activities.

SKILLS































Students are taught not just to write, 
but to think and to defend their thoughts.

Handwriting is an important part of writing!

Reading and writing work together.  
("Read to write, write to read.")
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Humorous activities with cultural relevance help 
students relate their vocabulary practice to their lives.

In addition to the Vocab App, a comprehensive digital 
skills deck uses vocabulary from the Knowledge 
Domains to give students practice with context.
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What’s in a CKLA  
Knowledge lesson?
Here’s a deep dive into one of our lessons—this one from 
grade 2, Domain 2, Early Asian Civilizations—to give a 
sense of what your students will encounter in a typical 
CKLA Knowledge lesson.

Trade Books and Guides

Video/Activity guide

Knowledge Builders Teacher Guide
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Each Knowledge Domain starts with a Knowledge Builder video: a 
short, fun animated story with an emphasis on engagement. In this 
domain, a young boy named Kuài Zi teaches students the history of 
the Great Wall of China—by jumping over it on a skateboard.

Knowledge Builders
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Application
After each Read-Aloud, students will apply what they’ve learned 
through word work and other writing and critical thinking activities.

Sidebars contain options for 
differentiated learning, including 
for ELLs.

Based on the Read-Aloud, students 
get to practice informative and 
evocative writing.

�Each lesson provides opportunities 
for informal checks to measure 
understanding.
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“This has been the single 
most powerful curriculum 
implementation I have seen 
in my 16 years in education.”

—��Deanna, Assistant Principal, Tennessee





Robust multimedia and 		
digital experience

Amplify CKLA includes rich multimedia such as 
songs, videos, and ebooks to deepen learning. 
With the slides-based digital experience 
equipped with LMS integration, it's never been 
easier to plan and present lesson content.

Ongoing professional learning

Amplify offers a range of different professional 
development opportunities, including on-site 
training, webinars, and self-paced online courses. 
Our Professional Learning site gives teachers and 
administrators access to free PD professional 
development modules, model lessons, and a 
wealth of resources to develop expertise.

Program Guide  |  73





Mid- and End-of-Unit Assessments

Each unit and domain includes a Mid-Unit and End-of-Unit 
Assessment, providing valuable information on the skills 
and content students have mastered. Digital end-of-unit 
assessments are available on a variety of platforms.

Benchmark Assessments

Benchmark Assessments help you set goals and monitor 
the growth of each student, providing a baseline at the 
beginning of the year and ensuring students are advancing 
toward grade-level objectives.
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Skills 1

Assessment7.2
Prince Vincent

Once there was a prince named Vincent. Vincent came from 
France. He was a proud man with a loud voice.

Once, a bee stung Vincent on his cheek.

“Ouch!” said Vincent, grabbing his cheek. “What bee has stung 
me? What bee would dare to sting me?”

The bee buzzed.

“Look at me!” Vincent shouted at the bee. “I am the prince of 
France! You are a foolish bee if you think you can sting a prince like 
me!” 

The bee buzzed off. 

Vincent ran after the bee. He shouted in his loudest voice, “You 
will not escape from me, bee! I will ride after you on my horse!”

Vincent got his helmet and his lance. He got up on his horse. 
Then he rode off on his quest for the bee.

Vincent rode north and south. He rode past rivers and lakes. He 
looked for the bee in houses. He looked for the bee on farms. He 
looked for the bee up in 
trees and down in holes. 

But he never found 
the bee.

G2_U01_AB_2ndED_Final-20170310.indd   33 3/10/17   11:05 AM
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Embedded differentiation to meet the needs of all students
Amplify CKLA provides built-in differentiation strategies in every lesson for all students,  
including supports for ELLs.

Support and Challenge for all learners

Lessons include Support and Challenge suggestions that 
provide assistance or opportunities for more advanced work 
toward the goal of the lesson. These supports are suitable for 
all learners, including ELLs.

Access supports for ELLs

Integrated ELD supports in each lesson segment 		
for ELLs are specific to students’ mastery of the  
lesson’s objectives.

258
Skills 6

Activity Page 23.1: Chapter Questions

Collect and review Activity Page 23.1. Students who did not correctly answer the 

questions may benefit from rereading the chapter and orally answering the questions 

in addition to practicing looking back in the text to find answers. 

Lesson 23: Write a Paragraph 

Writing
Primary Focus: Students will create a paragraph by writing three sentences to 

follow a short topic sentence.  [W.2.1]

CREATE A PARAGRAPH

• 9FNJOE TUVEFOUT UIBU JO UIF QSFWJPVT MFTTPO ZPV XPSLFE PO ĤOEJOH UIF UPQJD 
sentence for a paragraph.

Check for Understanding 

Ask students to explain what a paragraph and a topic sentence are.

• Tell students that today you will work on creating a paragraph when a topic 
sentence has been provided.

• Write the following sentence on the board/chart paper: I like summer.

• Remind students that all of the sentences in the paragraph must be 
about summer.

• Take a few minutes to generate possible sentences about summer with 
the students.

• Record these sentences on the board/chart paper.

• (GUFS ZPV IBWF BCPVU ĤWF PS TJY TFOUFODFT UP DIPPTF GSPN^ XSJUF UIF 
sentences in paragraph form either on the board/chart paper. As you 
write, point out when you are indenting, using capital letters and correct 
punctuation, etc. 

Reading

Reading/Viewing Closely 

Entering/Emerging 
Rephrase the questions on 

the activity page as 
yes/no questions and ask 

several of these questions 
to help students answer 

the question listed. 

Transitioning/Expanding 
Encourage students to 
use the question stem 
as a sentence frame in 

answering the questions.

Bridging 
Provide minimal support 

as students answer the 
questions.

15M

Support

Show students pictures 
you prepared in advance 

and provide students 
with a word bank to help 

them generate sentences 
about summer (e.g., hot, 

swimming, picnic, ice 
cream, fireworks, library). 

Activity Page 23.2

G2_U06_TG_2ndED17_Final_20191107.indb   258 11/7/19   2:51 PM
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Your teacher command center

You're provided with the tools you need to ensure a productive digital 
experience that’s personalized to meet your students’ needs. This 
includes a teacher home from which to launch and track lessons, 
LMS integrations such as Google Classroom and Microsoft Teams, 
and other customizations based on classroom needs.

Get real-time insights into your 
students’ work

The innovative live review tool enables you to keep an eye on 
students drawing, recording audio, uploading and capturing 
images, and typing or writing in pre-placed text boxes in their 
Activity Pages.
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Knowledge Research units 
provide windows and mirrors

Make your Amplify CKLA classroom experience even more diverse, 
authentic, and engaging with the supplemental Knowledge Research 
units. Available in Spanish and English, these units examine artists, 
world exploration, aviation, jazz, energy innovation, and Juneteenth. 

Your students will soar to new heights with Dr. Ellen Ochoa, Amelia 
Earhart, and the Tuskegee Airmen; feel the rhythm as they learn about 
jazz legends Miles Davis, Tito Puente, and Duke Ellington; and explore 
the far reaches of the world with Jacques Cousteau, Matthew Henson, 
and Eugenie Clark. Units can be implemented for extended core 
instruction during flex periods, district-designated Pausing Points, or 
enrichment periods.

Each unit features engaging high-interest authentic Trade Books that 
will spark curiosity and inspire inquiry. Additional components include 
a Teacher’s Guide, Student Activity Books, Image Cards, and Digital 
Components (for grades K–3 and 5).

Your kindergarten students will love learning about Frida Kahlo 
in the  "Art and the World Around Us" unit.
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2. Amplify CKLA
Core instruction with explicit,

systematic foundational skills and
diverse background knowledge

4. mCLASS Intervention
Sta�-led Tier 2 and

3 intervention

3. Amplify Reading
Independent, digital skills and comprehension

practice to accelerate growth

1. mCLASS® Assessment
Benchmark and progress-monitoring
assessment with dyslexia screening

5. Science of Reading professional development
Amplify training, events, and podcasts























Visit amplify.com/ckla to get  
more information, or to contact  
a sales representative.

http://amplify.com/ckla

