





The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

Eric watched his mother and aunt walk toward
the village. With those two gone, Uncle Ragnar's
longhouse should now be empty.

Ragnar and his men often traveled far to trade
goods. Like many of the Norse, Ragnar was a
fierce fighter and great sailor. Their well-made
boats took them places Eric could not wait to see.
He could not wait to trade just like his uncle.
Perhaps he would even trade for his own scimitar

like Ragnar had many years ago. Uncle Ragnar's

longhouse ‘ scimitar
>

a long wooden home, .~ a curved, one-edged

often shared by many families sword




























The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

village as he was supposed to. As punishment,
Ragnar began leaving Asger out of missions. When
Ragnar left Asger out of today's trading mission,
Eric saw how Asger's face filled with rage. With the
men away, Asger had his chance. It was the

perfect opportunity for Asger to swipe Ragnar's
famous sword.

Which word means about the same
as “swipe?”

use

steal

hide









The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

" s o What does the description
it's my responsibility to find it. Come be my “towered over Eric” suggest about

lookout." Asger?

Hilde shook her head, but she was already
walking out the door, toward the village and
Asger's hut. Eric grinned. His sister loved E'rei!cis much bigger in size than
adventure as much as he did. '

He stands on top of Eric.
That day, most of the men who were not with

Ragnar had gone fishing. Asger's small dwelling e ves i & taller build
should be empty. When Eric and Hilde got to the S N T arelliEr el















The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

"Give me one reason not to use this," Asger
roared as his hand ran down the hilt of the sharp
blade.

"Ragnar's scimitar was stolen," Eric said boldly.
"I'm searching for it."

"Here? You think I'm the thief?" Asger stepped
away from Eric.
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Eric shrugged, afraid to say yes. He braced What does the word “braced” mean
himself for attack. But Asger seemed to be in this paragraph?
thinking. Finally, the big man said, "If | were you,
I'd suspect your aunt Olga. Everyone knows
Ragnar's wife hates it here. No doubt, she took the
sword. She will sell it for money to go home to

Constantinople." hid
Eric nodded, eager to escape. It was true that lunged
Aunt Olga talked sadly about the great city she
had left to live with Ragnar. "You're probably right.
prepared

I'll go search my aunt's belongings."
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Eric shrugged, afraid to say yes. He braced Why does Eric now suspect his aunt
himself for attack. But Asger seemed to be stole his uncle’s sword?
thinking. Finally, the big man said, "If | were you,
I'd suspect your aunt Olga. Everyone knows
Ragnar's Wlfe.hates.lt here. No doubt, she took the Asger convinces Eric that his
sword. She will sell it for money to go home to aunt wants to return to
Constantinople.”" Constantinople.

i Eric sees his aunt sneaking out
Eric nodded, eager to escape. It was true that of Ragnar's longhouse.

Aunt Olga talked sadly about the great city she
had left to live with Ragnar. "You're probably right.

. - i " Asger tells Eric he saw Aunt
I'll go search my aunt's belongings. Ol it e sors,
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"I wish I'd had time to dig under Asger's hut,"
Eric complained.

"You're being stubborn," Hilde said, "and foolish.
Tell Mother about the sword."

Hilde might be right. Eric had been sure Asger
had Ragnar's scimitar. Now, he wondered if Asger
was right about Aunt Olga. Everyone assumed she
had come from Constantinople because she loved
Ragnar. But Ragnar was often away, and Aunt
Olga did miss the warmth and beauty of her
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Lurking behind the longhouse, Eric looked
around. He spied Aunt Olga walking away with a
cloth bag. It was the right size and length to carry
a scimitar. A thrill ran through Eric. Asger was
right, after alll Aunt Olga was the thief.

Eric ran to catch up with her.

Aunt Olga greeted him. "What's going on, Eric?"
she asked. "You certainly look excited."









The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

stomach sank. He knelt to pick up the ruined food. What does the word “sank” mean in
context?

felt injured by the sword

felt hungry because of the
food

felt heavy with
disappointment
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stomach sank. He knelt to pick up the ruined food. Why does Eric hold up the sack
triumphantly?

He thinks he has found the
sword.

He has proven his aunt was
lying.

He is excited about the food
he has found.
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Eric explained everything to Aunt Olga. "Asger
made me think you had stolen the sword."

"Why would I?" Olga frowned at her nephew.

"I thought you wanted to return to your
homeland," Eric admitted.

"You were very wrong," Aunt Olga scolded.
"And your uncle will not be pleased. But now, we
must find his sword!"
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Eric and his aunt jumped in the boat and set off
after Asger. Eric was a skilled sailor from the many
lessons his uncle had given him. Soon, he was in
shouting distance of Asger's boat.

"Asger, | demand you return the sword!" Eric
yelled.

Asger looked over his shoulder with a smirk.
"Never!" he roared as he began to row faster.



The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

Eric could not keep up. He feared all hope was
lost. Suddenly, a large ship came into view. It was
Ragnar, returning home! As the ship drew closer,
Asger's boat became trapped in the middle. With
nowhere to run, Asger grabbed the scimitar and
jumped into the sea. If he couldn't sail away, he
would try to swim away.

"Uncle Ragnar," Eric yelled as he pointed.
"Asger's getting away! He has your scimitar!"
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That night, the village feasted on eel, fish, and
bread to celebrate Ragnar's return. The villagers
rejoiced and danced.

Ragnar spoke to his nephew alone the next
day. As he spoke, the shells and beads in his long
beard shook, and his dark-rimmed eyes
narrowed. Eric had never thought Ragnar looked
scary before. Now, he did.

"Yesterday," Ragnar said, "you were brave, but
careless. You should have told your mother about
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the missing scimitar. You would have avoided How does chapter 4 build on
putting Hilde in danger and hurting your aunt's chapter 37
feelings. Family is more important than wealth."

Ragnar was right. A warrior must be wise. Eric :
: : Chapter 4 introduces a
would be more cautious on his next adventure. different suspect than Chapter
3.

Chapter 4 tells why the
suspect introduced in Chapter
3is guilty.

Chapter 4 tells the fate of the
true thief named in Chapter 3.
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the missing scimitar. You would have avoided
putting Hilde in danger and hurting your aunt's
feelings. Family is more important than wealth."

Ragnar was right. A warrior must be wise. Eric
would be more cautious on his next adventure.

Which best describes the theme of
the book?

Good always wins over evil.

Think before you act.

The truth is better than a lie.



The Hunt for Ragnar's Scimitar

Place the story elements into the story map Storv
ory Map

Village with An adventure - -
longhouses 8% Character
The scimitar Asger

Q Setting















The Five Senses and Beyond

hard, like a rock, or soft, like a rabbit’s fur. Maybe What does “textures” mean in this
what we touch is warm, like a glass of hot cocoa, paragraph?

or cold, like an icicle. Maybe what we touch is

smooth, like a marble, or rough, like the bottom of

a shoe. Can you think of some different textures

you have touched today? Probably your clothes,

your food, a phone, toys, or pencils. What else? the size of an object

What are the most interesting things you have

touched recently? the way an object feels

Your sense of touch can keep you safe. How?
Neurons! The brain gets messages from the
neurons in your skin very quickly. Have you ever

the weight of an object












The Five Senses and Beyond

Touching things helps you learn about them. As
you have grown and explored, you have touched
many things. Your brain helps you remember how
to touch things, how they will feel, and how you
should hold them. Think about an egg. Would you
pick up an egg gently? Or would you grab it and
squeeze it in a closed fist? If you did not say
gently, then you must love the feeling of egg yolks
dripping down your hand! Most of us have
learned that you should carefully pick up fragile
things, like eggs. What about heavy objects and
light objects? How do you know how much
strength to use when you pick up a light pencil or
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The Five Senses and Beyond

On your tongue and on the inside of your How are paragraphs 1 and 2
mouth, you have things called taste buds. Under a connected?
microscope, taste buds look like flower buds. That
is how they got their name. Bits of food go into
your taste buds, and the taste buds tell your brain
the taste of what you're eating. 1 explains why babies put
things in their mouths; 2
explains why they should not.
There are fOUI’ majOI’ ﬂaVOI’SI Sour, Salty, bitter, 1 exp|ains hOW taste keeps us
and sweet. Taste buds let you know when you're safe; 2 explains how taste
o ) comes from our tongue.
drinking tangy lemonade (sour), eating popcorn
i i i iOVi 1 explains how taste comes
(sal.ty), munchlng a raw onion (bitter), or enjoying T U (OIS 2 sl
a piece of fruit (sweet). The more you eat foods why we have taste.
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with these four flavors, the more you can develop What can you conclude from this
an enjoyment of them. So don't blame your taste paragraph?
buds if you hate asparagus!

Someone who dislikes a food's
taste can learn to enjoy it.

Someone who dislikes a food's
taste will never learn to enjoy
it.

Someone who dislikes a food
may be allergic to it.



The Five Senses and Beyond

Bitter
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important to taste that some people can't taste
anything with a stuffy nose.

Smells are small particles in the air that hit
inside your nose. Cells there send information to
your brain. Your nose and brain can detect a
trillion scents. That's a million millions, or
1,000,000,000,000! Some people think that dogs
have a better sense of smell than people, but
many scientists disagree. Dogs have bigger noses
and four times more scent detectors. But our big
brains make up for our smaller noses. We can't

detect as many smells as dogs can, but our sense

(LN particle
- V. =y
i M HH

a tiny, tiny piece of something

The author shows that smell’s
connection to taste is

strong - smell makes you
want, or not want, to eat food

average - smell can make you
enjoy some foods

weak - smell has no effect on
how you enjoy food
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of taste has dogs beat. People have more than Mot is the Latin root of “motion.”
9,000 taste buds. Dogs have only 1,700 taste buds. What does mot mean?

That's why some dogs are just as excited about

eating trash as they are their can of dog food.

So get out there and sniff around! There's a till
trillion odors to discover! Just don't taste

everything you smell!
move

measure












The Five Senses and Beyond

motion? It changes the size of your pupil to let in
cg keep out lights. That is why the pupil can

sometimes look bigger or smaller.

Have you ever been in a dark room when
someone suddenly turned on the lights? That can
hurt! Your eyes need time to adjust the size of
your pupils to keep some light out. But if the lights
suddenly go off, you might feel like you can't see
at all. After a minute, your irises open your pupil
to let in more light, and then it seems less dark.

What does the word “adjust” mean?

close

blink

change
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voice. Or, seeing something orange might make How are the topics of paragraphs 1
them taste chocolate. These people have and 2 similar?

synesthesia (sin ess THEEZ ya), which is a blending

of the senses.

Both describe how senses
What happens if someone's senses do not work change as people age.

properly? Often, the person's other senses get
stronger. For instance, pgople who cannot see Both explain how synesthesia
may develop better hearing. may confuse the senses.

Have you ever heard the expression “as blind as Both explain how some
a bat"? It's true: bats’ eyes don't work as well as people’s senses may not work.















The Five Senses and Beyond

useful and fun! Try not to take the taste of an Which is the best description of
apple, the beauty of a sunrise, or that high five how this chapter is structured?
from your soccer coach for granted.

It explains senses most do not
have and problems with
senses.

It explains a sense only
animals have and problems of
people without senses.

It explains problems with
senses and senses most do
not have.
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Nanye-hi: The Last

Beloved Woman
(1738-1822)
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could have run away or hidden herself...but she
did not. Instead, she gathered all the warriors and
led them in one final charge. At last, the Cherokee
defeated the Creek.

Nanye-hi's people honored her bravery by giving
her a special name: Beloved Woman. According to
Cherokee belief, the Great Spirit spoke through
the Beloved Woman. Now that Nanye-hi was the
Beloved Woman, she had a powerful position in
the tribal government and also controlled what
happened to prisoners. People took her opinions
seriously. Nanye-hi led the women'’s council of her

What does “position” mean?

belief

job

space
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, How did Nanye-hi's feelings
those they held prisoner. They challenged Nanye- compare to her people’s during the

hi, even though she had power over the prisoners war?
as the Beloved Woman.

Fighting with the white settlers got worse. She wanted peace with the
- _ colonists, but her people did
Nanye-hi worked hard to get both sides to agree not.

to peace treaties. But more settlers kept coming.
And the Cherokee kept losing more land. Soory, She wanted to leave the land,
Cherokee land was overrun by settlers. Over time, but her people did not.
the Cherokee people became more influenced by
the settlers’ culture, which did not give as much .

, She wanted to stand against
freedom to women. When Nanye-hi was 79 years the invaders, but her people

old, she begged her people not to give up any did not.

treaties

agreements, promises
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more of their land. However, no one took her Cherokee land “overrun by settlers”
seriously any more because the Cherokee became means it

more patriarchal, meaning they gave more

authority to men than women. She was the last

Beloved Woman.

was full of only settlers
Even though Nanye-hi lost her influence and the

Cherokee lost their land, she still spent the rest of

, , ) had more settlers than
her life helping people. In her final years, she took Cherokee people
care of orphans and ran an inn for travelers.
Nanye-hi is remembered for both her bravery and
her compassion. She stands out in history not

only as the last Beloved Woman of the Cherokee,

was destroyed by the settlers

compassion

caring and kindness,

especially for the less
fortunate
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in search of gold or new land to farm. As a result,
many Native American tribes were losing land
they had lived on for generations. The U.S.
government often sent soldiers to fight Native
Americans for the land. So, the Cheyenne were
resisting the U.S. settlers taking their land.

Some warriors thought that women should not
fight, but Buffalo Calf Road Woman rode out into
battle anyway. Arrows flew, guns fired, and horses
ran furiously in the chaotic field. After a long day
of fighting, the Cheyenne chose to retreat. As they
rushed off, Chief Comes in Sight was shot. He was

resisting

fighting back, not giving up,
trying to stop

What does “retreat” mean?

restart

back down

move forward
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enough to knock Custer from his horse, making What can you conclude about the
him vulnerable to another attack, and leading to Cheyenne?
his death.

The Cheyenne did not win all of their battles. They kept details about their

After weeks and months of fighting, Buffalo Calf tribe within the tribe.

Road Woman and Black Coyote surrendered to

the United States. They and their two children o . -
They invited outsiders to join

were taken to the Southern Cheyenne their tribe after the battle.

Reservation, which is in present-day Oklahoma.

But Buffalo Calf Road Woman'’s fighting spirit

would not be so easily contained. In September They had little success fighting

the settlers.
1878, the family and many others tried to escape © SEHHErs

/ [0 surrendered
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gave up
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Buffalo Calf Road Woman's bravery inspired her
people during her life and for many generations
after. That the Cheyenne still tell of her deeds
today is proof of the impact of her legacy. It all
started with refusing to leave her brother behind.

refusing

not doing something
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Idi v th _ How does the author organize the
soldiers. Suddenly, the woman was ready to give information in the fourth

birth. Lozen found a safe place to hide and helped paragraph?

the woman deliver her baby. In need of food and

supplies, Lozen killed a longhorn cow and robbed

a Mexican soldier. This allowed the three of them

to stay in hiding.until the woman and her baby S EEREE e GoTiEslie
could travel again. the events

by describing an event and

After her brother Victorio died in battle, Lozen explaining how it happened
fought alongside Geronimo, a famous Apache
warrior known for his fighting skills and his many by describing a problem and

successful escapes from reservations. Lozen and Slainig o 1 was selee

Geronimo continued to resist Mexican and U.S.
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she went to the Elizabeth Institute for Young
Ladies in New Jersey. She returned home when
she was 17 and taught at the Quaker Mission
School on the Omaha Reservation. During this
time, she provided health care to a woman named
Alice Fletcher. Fletcher encouraged Susan to go
back to school and study medicine. Susan did just
that. Fletcher helped her get a scholarship for
medical school, and Susan enrolled in a three-year
program. She finished that'f).r'ézg'r.é'rh in just two
years and graduated at the top of her class in
1889. Susan was the first Native American woman
to earn a medical degree! When Susan returned
home, she gave health care to the Omaha,

pr— enrolled
‘___
—
*—o
— signed up for
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she acted as a lawyer and political advocate for
her people.

In between walking miles and miles to reach her
patients, Susan pushed the U.S. government to
help with problems she saw on her reservation.
She wanted to ban alcohol and add screen doors
to keep bugs out of homes, because she worried
about the health problems drinking and insects
caused. To prevent diseases from spreading, she
also wanted everyone to stop using the same cup
during ceremonies. Not everyone liked her ideas.
Some of her patients did not trust her medical

What led Susan LaFlesche to
become a lawyer as well as a
doctor?

Being a doctor was not
something that she liked very
much.

The Omaha people needed a
lawyer more than they did a
doctor.

She wanted to do more for
the Omaha people than just
be a doctor.















