


















































Instruction for blended learning models
Amplify ELA’s new blended curriculum can be used in classrooms with 
limited access to devices, allowing teachers to make choices about 
when their students use devices without compromising learning or full 
standards coverage.

Amplify ELA’s blended approach keeps a strong connection between 
print and digital by having the teacher project uniquely digital moments 
as students work in their print Student Editions and Writing Journals. This 
approach works when Wi-Fi or devices are unavailable for both brief or 
extended periods of time. 

Print Teacher EditionTeacher

Digital teacher edition

Teacher projection 
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Structured ELA lesson routines with flexible activities

Build vocabulary

Develop word knowledge

Students work with the adaptive Vocab App to 
build key text and academic vocabulary and track 
their level of mastery. 

Close read

Collaborate and interpret text

Students read analytically to build content 
knowledge and analyze writers’ intentions, choices, 
and claims. Through a wide variety of activities, 
students unpack the text by analyzing evidence, 
discussing interpretations, collaborating, working 
visually, listening to readings, and developing 
connections across texts.

Performance task

Develop and present ideas

Students continue to re�ne their understanding 
of the text, topic, and standard with frequent 
writing activities that ask them to develop 
their analyses with claims and evidence. To 
show further evidence of their learning and 
communicate their ideas, students also participate 
in Socratic seminars, discussions, performances/
presentations, role-playing a character from the 
text, or trying on a writer’s style.

5 minutes 20–25 minutes 15–20 minutes
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4 Work Visually

Visualization activities are an essential part of Amplify ELA, as they 
open the door to more comprehensive understanding of complex 
texts. In these learning experiences, students break apart the 
text in visual ways or use visual cues to “see” key details as they 
construct meaning.

Visualization activities include using an app to “see” the evidence 
for and against scienti�c theories, making storyboards and planning 
visual adaptations of texts to “read like a movie director,” and 
comparing and contrasting illustrations with key textual moments.

5 Author videos & dramatic readings 

Students bene�t from using listening comprehension skills as they 
build �uency with complex texts. In these close reading experiences, 
students listen to the text, perform the text out loud, or watch a 
dramatic reading of the text. 
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Standards alignment and differentiation
Amplify ELA provides 100% standards-aligned lessons in 
both print and digital formats, with instant access to focus 
and coverage standards available as teachers move through 
the lessons.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles are at the 
heart of Amplify ELA, so the core curriculum is accessible to 
most students. For those needing additional help, five levels 
of differentiation are embedded within the lessons.

Inside a lesson
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English learner supports
Amplify ELA provides many supports for English learners (ELs), allowing teachers to adjust instruction 
so that ELs can access grade-level content along with their English-pro�cient classmates. These 
supports maintain academic rigor and high cognitive demand, while providing sca�olding to support 
learners at di�erent language levels. They also help to reduce the language demands of learning while 
maintaining content and learning goals.

Supports include the following:

•	 Vocab App 

•	 Visual supports for di�erentiated prompts

•	 De�nitions of key vocabulary in di�erentiated activities

•	 Word banks in many writing activities

•	 Discussion Sentence Starters, Response Starters for Share activities,  
and sentence starters for di�erentiated prompts

•	 Simpli�ed language in student directions and Writing Prompts

•	 Chunked directions and prompts 

•	 Reduced amount of text 

•	 Text previews, or short context setting introductions, to foster 
reading comprehension

•	 Sentence frames to provide language conventions and support 
reading comprehension

•	 Graphic organizers 

Program Guide  |  49























Poetry in America
Amplify ELA partnered with Harvard professor Elisa New to create 
dynamic multimedia poetry lessons. These activities are focused 
on a diverse selection of contemporary poetry based on the public 
television series Poetry in America. The engaging lessons combine 
Amplify ELA’s close reading pedagogy with video interviews with 
celebrities such as Regina Spektor, President Joe Biden, and Shaquille 
O’Neal discussing the power of poetry.

These poetry lessons are designed to be used �exibly, at the discretion 
of the teacher.

Author Richard Blanco 
reading his poem “Looking 
for the Gulf Motel.”









Reading/Fluency
The middle grades are an essential period in the life of a reader. As the 
adolescent brain enters a phase of rapid growth, students are asked to 
draw on developing abilities to plan, coordinate, and consider intellectual 
interactions. Across subjects, students must learn to use their reading skills 
to build knowledge, solve problems, synthesize material, identify multiple 
perspectives, and analyze information. Students enter the middle grades 
with a wide range of reading abilities, making it even more important to 
develop these skills carefully. 

To build these crucial capacities, readers at this age require deliberate practice 
with critical analysis. They need to access a purposeful sequence of text types 
and perspectives, gather evidence from the text, develop interpretations, 
consider the range of interpretations in the classroom community, and re�ne 
their understandings of both literal and �gurative meaning. At the same time, 
texts are becoming increasingly complex, and most readers need support to 
continue to develop their reading �uency in the face of new vocabulary and 
unfamiliar syntax.

“My own mind began to grow...”
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Writing
Students in the middle grades are invested in becoming e�ective 
communicators. Their thinking about text is gaining nuance, yet their grasp of 
sentence structure and their skill with using textual evidence often trails behind 
this complexity of thought. The Amplify writing program provides students 
with frequent practice with the types of writing called out in the standards. 
More importantly, it gives students ample practice �guring out what they 
notice and think about a subject that matters to them, then �nding just the 
right words to communicate their thinking to readers.

Getting started with writing in Amplify

The Get Started lessons in the �rst unit of each grade begin with short 
narrative writing. Students start learning about writing as an opportunity to 
express a particular point of view, to “show” a reader how they observe the 
world. Responding to prompts like “Write about one moment when you were 
nervous” helps students accomplish three important goals:

•	 Build the writing-productivity muscle: The �rst ten days of instruction 
are designed to set up the habits and routines of a productive classroom 
community—most essentially, making sure that every student can produce 
120–140 words (depending on the grade) in 10–12 minutes. 

•	 Jump-start key writing skills: In these narrative writing activities, students 
practice focusing on one moment from an experience and using precise 
observations to describe that moment.

•	 Establish a community of readers and writers: The lessons provide 
materials and instruction to establish a structured writing routine: 10–12 
minutes of independent writing with the teacher conducting short On-the-Fly 
conferences to support skill development, and a sharing session where 
students learn protocols for sharing their work with peers and providing 
targeted feedback. 

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”
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Vocabulary. Vocabulary knowledge plays a critical role in reading 
comprehension and overall academic success,16–19 and research suggests 
vocabulary instruction should include frequent, varied, direct, and 
contextualized exposures to words 20 and extended in-depth instruction in 
de�nitional and contextual information and word-learning strategies.21–23 

Additionally, students should have regular and varied encounters with Tier 
Two (high-frequency and sophisticated words that students often do not 
know) and academic vocabulary.24, 25 Amplify’s approach to vocabulary 
instruction encompasses all of these components, and Amplify ELA’s 
embedded Vocab App provides students with di�erentiated content drawn 
from the texts in their current unit.

3. High expectations and strong supports 

Amplify ELA meets students where they are while maintaining grade-level 
rigor for all. Through its di�erentiated instruction model, the curriculum is 
designed to “provide equity of access to excellence for the broadest possible 
range of learners.” 26 Research on di�erentiated instruction shows broad 
bene�ts in student achievement and school satisfaction for a wide variety of 
learners.27–29 Amplify provides six levels of activities, designed to support a 
range of English learners (ELs), students with special needs, and advanced 
students. To support reading comprehension and language production, 
Amplify ELA employs sca�olds such as text previews, simpli�ed language, 
visual supports, sentence starters or frames, word banks, guiding questions, 
graphic organizers, and sentence models. 

4. Active, multimodal, and collaborative learning 

Students thrive when classroom activities are social and varied.2 Amplify 
ELA employs direct instruction, student-centered active learning, 
multimodal instruction, and ample opportunity for student collaboration. 
Explicit instruction—direct teaching, teacher modeling, and guided 

practice of literacy skills 30—is highly e�ective, particularly for promoting 
acquisition of literacy skills.6, 30, 31 Additionally, the middle school movement 
calls for instruction that gets students to actively construct knowledge 
through problem-solving, questioning, or inquiry.2 Amplify students have 
many opportunities for active inquiry and learning, including whole-class 
discussions, small-group work, Reader’s Theater, and Quests. Amplify ELA’s 
e�ectiveness is maximized when students use the curriculum’s many digital 
tools and a�ordances. Materials supplied in several presentation modes can 
facilitate learning and retention of information, particularly for lower-achieving 
students.32–34 Last, research on e�ective reading programs demonstrates the 
importance of collaboration in middle grade classrooms.35–37 Within Amplify 
ELA, there are frequent opportunities for collaboration as students analyze 
texts, during writing activities, and across student-led activities such as 
�shbowl discussions, Socratic seminars, and debates.

5. Feedback and assessment

Amplify ELA’s curriculum incorporates many opportunities for formative 
assessment—or assessment designed to give feedback on student 
performance that leads to improved learning outcomes.38 Frequent feedback 
motivates students, empowers them to be self-regulated learners, and is 
critical to their success at a given task.39, 40 Low-stakes formative assessment 
moments provide opportunities for student growth and learning and are 
critical to academic success.2, 41 Within Amplify ELA, software tools and 
rubrics enable teachers to provide students with written feedback and 
measure each student’s progress. They also auto-assess students’ vocabulary 
acquisition and performance on comprehension tasks. Additionally, Amplify’s 
unique Embedded Assessment Measure tracks students’ reading, writing, 
and language performance across lessons and provides teachers with 
recommendations on how to best support each student.
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