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For the full guide, see amplify.com/adoptionguide.  1 

Shaping the future:  

Participating on an adoption committee 
Step 1: Plan your process. 

Studies suggest that implementing high-quality curriculum can positively impact student learning.1  

Check out this EdReports.org resource to learn more about why materials matter. You’re being asked  

to participate in the work of finding the right high-quality instructional materials that will help you, your 

colleagues, and your school community meet important goals. Here are a few things to keep in mind as  

you begin the review process: 
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Have a vision.  
It’s important to begin with the end in mind. Developing a vision for high-

quality teaching and learning in your district is just as critical as combing 

through units and lessons. If you don’t know where you want to go, you’ll 

never get there. 
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Make time to explore.  
Navigating new programs in print or online can be challenging. They’re all 

designed differently, and you probably won’t get any formal training before 

your review. Set aside time to flip through, click around, and figure out the 

structures of the program, units, and lessons.  
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Take notes.  
As you review content, take notes so you can make sure your findings 

address the problem you are solving and the standards your state uses. 

Aspects such as great digital design or beautiful books should be 

documented, but they probably won’t matter as much in the rubric you 

develop with your team. 
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Be realistic.  
It is likely no single curriculum will meet your needs and common to 

customize materials. Keep this in mind to minimize frustration as you  

discuss your findings with colleagues. 
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