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mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition  

January Release News 
 
We hope you are enjoying the new mCLASS! Here’s information and FAQs about the updates 

that were released in January. 

 

 Instruction for small groups and individual students based on progress 

monitoring data 

 Growth Outcomes 

 Setting Individualized Goals 

 Correlation Report 

Instruction for small groups and individual students based on 

progress monitoring data 

 

mCLASS Instruction now gives you the ability to update groups and instruction based on 

progress monitoring (PM) results. Watch this video for an overview of how it works. 

 

 
 

Note: Your groups may have automatically changed based on PM data as a result of this 

release. Going forward, you can update grouping and instruction by clicking the Update 

Recommendations button. 

  

https://d2w43wmwbvzkxp.cloudfront.net/Update_Instructional_Recommendations_Customer-Facing.mp4
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FAQs 

 
How do I update my groups after progress monitoring? 

 

You can check for updates to your groups by clicking the Update Recommendations button 

any time new progress monitoring results are available.  

 

 
 

How does mCLASS Instruction update groups using PM results? 

 

Clicking the Update Recommendations button checks for each student’s highest PM score, 

plus the relevant observed patterns, and maps this to the skill group that best matches the 

student’s profile. Any new observed patterns that emerge from the student’s progress 

monitoring probe display in the Observed Patterns list.  

 

Once you click the Update Recommendations button, the page refreshes and the date and 

time when you clicked the button displays beneath it. Each time you return to the page, you will 

see the recommendations that were last generated by clicking the button, until the button is 

clicked again to generate new groups and recommendations.  

 

How often should I update groups?  

 

You should determine the frequency that you update your groups based on your 

professional discretion. This could be as soon as you’ve progress monitored and synced 

your device, or every week, every other week, or monthly. When you make this decision for 

your classroom, keep in mind that when you click Update Recommendations, the new 

groups will replace the current groups. 

 

Why does mCLASS Instruction use the best PM result to update recommendations?  

 

Unlike intervention, in small group support we want to move students quickly to the next skill 

that benefits them as soon as they have demonstrated meeting the criteria, which is a high 

threshold of the next benchmark goal. 

 

If a student subsequently has a later PM data point that is lower than the one used to move the 

student to the new group, then we recommend providing one-on-one support.   
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Why does mCLASS Instruction use the best PM result to update recommendations and 

not a three-point decision rule? 

 

The purpose of mCLASS Instruction is to support small group instruction within the core, and its 

guidelines allow students to move quickly to the next target skill so they can stay on track within 

their core instruction. The three-point decision rule helps guide decision making for a change in 

intervention. This rule is still used in mCLASS to inform educators when a student is not making 

adequate progress and a change in intervention may be appropriate, or when a student is on-

track so you can adjust progress monitoring frequency. 

 

You can continue to monitor the student's proficiency in a particular skill if you feel it is 

necessary, and tailor activities using the All Activities feature. 

 

 
 

My groups didn’t change when I clicked “Update Recommendations.” Why?  

Group recommendations will not change if there are no progress monitoring results that meet 

the threshold, or if there are no progress monitoring results available. 

 

Will groups automatically update when the new benchmark period begins?  

No, teachers are now in control of when they want to see new group recommendations. The 

recommendations change only when you click the Update Recommendations button.  

 

How can I tell if groups have changed?   

The system currently shows only the last time the Update Recommendations button was 

clicked. As a best practice, teachers typically print their groups when they are formed for easy 

reference, as small group instruction happens frequently. You can print the groups each time 

you update as part of your practice so you can compare them with the previously printed groups 

to see the change. 
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Growth Outcomes 

mCLASS now has a Growth Outcomes report that gives you detailed information about the 

growth of your students across each semester and the full year. For each reading skill, you can 

see students’ actual growth achieved and whether they met their goals. 

 

 

FAQs 

 

How do I find the Growth Outcomes report? 

 

1. Click Progress in the report navigation bar. 
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2. Click Growth Outcomes on the Progress Monitoring page. 

 

 
 

What should I do if some of my students didn’t meet their goals? 

 

We recommend discussing students’ progress with your school’s reading team because there 

are several reasons why students may not have reached their goals: 

 

● The intervention may not be happening frequently enough 

● The intervention may not be the right modality for the student 

● The goal may have been too ambitious 

● The student may need a smaller intervention group  

 

By coming together with all the individuals who are supporting your students’ reading outcomes, 

you’ll be able to identify the changes needed to get each child back on track. 

Setting Individualized Goals 

mCLASS now allows you to enter individualized goals for your students. 
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FAQs 

 

Why should I set goals? 

 

Goal setting is a really helpful way of motivating students to achieve a specific outcome. By 

seeing their progress toward a goal during check-ins with their teacher, students can celebrate 

progress (e.g., “I’m almost there!”, “Wow, I’ve improved a lot!”). 

 

How do I set goals? 

 

1. Click Progress in the report navigation bar. 

 

 
 

2. Click Goal Setting on the Progress Monitoring page. 

 

 
 

3. For each skill, select a Growth Rate (Average, Above Average, or Well Above Average) 

or type a number in the text entry box. 

a. If you type a number into the text entry box, click anywhere on the screen to save 

the goal. 

 

How are default goals chosen? 

 

For most students, mCLASS chooses a goal that puts them on track to reach At Benchmark 

(green) by the end of the semester. The exceptions are struggling readers, who may have a 

Below Benchmark goal by default, and advanced readers, who may have an Above Benchmark 

goal by default. 
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Why are some struggling readers’ goals Below Benchmark by default? 

 

Reaching Below Benchmark is often the attainable goal in a single semester when students 

start the year far behind. 

 

Why are some advanced readers’ goals Above Benchmark by default? 

 

Advanced students may have Above Benchmark goals by default because their initial scores 

indicate they are likely to make great gains during the year. 

 

How do I change a student’s goal back to At Benchmark? 

 

1. Find the benchmark goal on the bar under Goal Set. 

 

 
 

2. Type the benchmark goal into the text entry box. 

3. Click anywhere on the screen to save the goal. 

 

How do I track the progress students are making toward their individualized goals? 

 

There are two places to track progress: 

 

1. The Progress Monitoring Class Summary 
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2. Progress Monitoring Graphs on the Student Summary page 

 

 

Correlation Report 

 

Administrators can now track specific groups of students over time or across sub-tests. This 

gives useful insight into the effectiveness of instructional support as students move to higher 

levels of performance, as well as highlighting the areas where instruction may need to be 

adjusted. 
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FAQs 

 

How do I analyze results for students who are discontinued or tested out? 

 

Discontinued and Tested Out results are included as part of the Well Below Benchmark and At 

Benchmark levels, respectively, in the report body of the Correlation report. When you click 

each of the bar segments, you will see the student list, where you can differentiate Discontinued 

from Well Below Benchmark and Tested Out from At Benchmark at the student level. 

 


